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NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 



CHAPTER I. 



Cartka.'^Family of Bumajparte.-^Napoieon horn l&th Au* 
gu8t 1769--His early Habits-Sent to the Royal Military 
School at Brienne—His great Progress in Mathematical 
Science-^Deficiency in Classical Literature. — Anecdotes of 
him while at Schools-Removed to the General S(^iool qf 
Paris. — When seventeen Years Old, appointed 9d LieutC" 
nant of Artillery — His early Politics — Promoted to a Cap* 
iaincy. — Pascal PaolL^^Napoleon sides with the French Qo" 
vemment against Paoli'^Along with his Brother Lucien, he 
is banished from Corsicor^Never revisits it — Always unpom 
pular there. 

3lK& Island of Corsica was, in ancient times, re- 
markable as the scene of Seneca's exile, and in the 
last century was distinguished by the memorable 
stand which the natives made in defence of their 
liberties agsdnst the Genoese and French, during a 
war which tended to show the high and indomitable 
spirit of the islanders, united as it is with the fiery 
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and vindictive feelings proper to their country and 
climate. 

In this iaiand, which ;^s destined to derive its 
future importance chiefly from the circumstance. 
Napoleon Buonapaete, or Bonapaete,* had his 
origin. His family was noble, though not of much 
distinction, and rather reduced in fortune. Flattery 
aftertfards endeavoured to trace the name which 
he had made famous, into remote ages, and re- 
searches were made through ancient records, to dis- 
cover that there was one Buonaparte who had writ- 
ten a book, another who had signed a treaty — ^ fe- 
male of the name who had given I»rlh #» a pope, 
with other minute claims of distinction, which Na- 
poleon justly ecmsidered as trivial, and unworthy of 
notice. He answered theEmperor of Austria, who had 
a fancy of tracmg his son-in-law'^s descent from one of 
the petty sovereigns of Treviso, that he was the Bo- 



* There was an absurd debate about the speUing of the n$mc^ 
which became, as trMes often do, a sort of party question. Buona- 
parte had disused the superfluous », which his father retained in the 
name, and adopted a more modem spelling. This was represealed 
en one side as an attempt to brmg his name more nearly to the 
French idiom ; and, as if k had been a matter of the last moment, 
the vowel was obstinately replaced in the name, by a dass of writers 
' who deemed it politic not to permit the successful General to reUn- 
quish the slightest marie of his Italian extraction, which was in every 
respect impossible for him either io conceal or to deny, even if he had 
nourished such an idea, ti his bapdsmal register, his name is spell- 
ed Napoleone Bonaparte, though the father subscribes, Cado Buo- 
naparte. The speUing seems to have been quite indifferent. 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAl*OL£aN BVOl^APAfiTE. $ 

dolph of Hapsbourg (£ Us fiisnily ; and to a gefiei^ 
legist^ who made a merit (tf dedttcmg bis deeoent 
firom Bome andent line of Gothic {oinceS) he ciiued 
reply to be made, that he dated his patent of nihility 
£rom the battle of Monte Notte, thai is, fiom hia first 
victory. 

Afi that is Imown wit6 certainty of Nap<deon*8 fk- 
nuly nay be told in few words. The Buonaparfees 
were a faaxkHj of some distinction in the middle ages ; 
their names are inscribed in the Golden Book at 
Trevifo, and Am armorial bearings are to be seen 
on several bouses in Florence. But attached, durii^ 
the civil war, to the party of the Ghibellines^ they 
of course were persecuted by the Guelphs ; and be- 
ing exiled from Tuscany, one of the fiuoily todk re- 
fuge in Corsica, and there established himself and' 
his successors, who were regularly enrolled mnong 
the noble natives of the island, and enjoyed all die 
privUoges of gentle Uood. 

The father of Napoleon, Charles Buonaparte, was 
the priiKipal desc^dant <^ this exiled family. He 
was r^dhurly educated at Pisa, to the study of the 
law, and is stated to have possessed a very handsome 
person, a talent for eloquence, and a vivacity of in- 
tellect, which he transmitted to his son. He was a 
patriot also and a soldier, and assisted at the gallant 
stand made hy Paoli against die French. It is siud 
he would have emigrated along with Fadl, who was 
his friend, and, it is believed, his kinsman, but was 
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withheld by the influence of his father's brother^ 
liUden Buonaparte, who was Archdeacon of the 
Cathedral of Ajaccio, and the wealthiest {lerson of 
the family. 

It was in the middle of civil discord, fights and 
skirmishes, that Charles Buonaparte married Lsetitia 
RamoUni, one of the most beautiful young women of 
the island, and possessed of a great deal of firm- 
ness of character. She partook the dangers of her 
husband during the years of civil war, and is said to 
have accompanied him on horseback in some military 
expeditions, or perhaps hasty flights, shortly before 
her being delivered of the future Emperor. Though 
left a widow in the prime of life, she had already 
borne her husband thirteen children, of whom five 
sons and three daughters survived him. I. Joseph, 
the eldest, who, though placed by his brother in an 
obnoxious situation, as intrusive King of Sp^, held 
the reputation of a good and moderate man. II. Na- 
poleon himself. III. Lucien, scarce inferior to his 
brother in ambition and talent. IV. Louis, the merit 
of whose character consists in its impretending worth, 
and who renounced a crown rather than consent to the 
oppression of his subjects. V. Jerome, whose disposi- 
tion is said to have been chiefly marked by a tendency 
to dissipation. The females were, I. Maria Anne, af- 
terwards Grand Duchess of Tuscany, by the name 
o( Elisa. II. Maria Annonciada, who became Ma« 
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fia Pauline, Princess of Borgbese. III. Carlotta, 
or. Caroline; wife of Murat, and Queen of Naples. 

The family of Buonaparte bang reconciled to the 
French government after the emigradon of Padi, 
enjoyed the protection of the Count de Marbceuf, 
the French Governor of Corsica, by whose interest 
Charles was included in a deputation of the nobles 
of the island, sent to Louis XVI. in 1776. . As a 
consequence of this mission, he was appointed to a 
judicial situation, that of assessor of the tribunal of 
Ajacdo,.the income of which aided him to maintain^ 
his increasing family, which the smallness of his pa- 
trimony, and some habits of expense, would other- 
wise have rendered difficult. Charles Buonaparte, 
the father of Napoleon, died at the age of about forty 
years, of an ulcer in the stomach, on the S4«th Fe- 
bruary 1785. His celebrated son fell a victim to the 
same disease. During Napoleon's grandeur, the 
community of Montpellier expressed a desire to erect 
a monument to the memory of Charles Buonaparte. 
His answer was both sensible and in good taste. 
" Had I lost my father yesterday,^ he Sfdd, " it 
"v^uld be natural to pay his memory some mark of 
ra^ct consistent with my present situation. But 
it is twenty years since the event, and it is one in 
which the public can take no concern. Let us leave 
the dead in peace."^ 

The subject of our narrative was born, according 
to the best {Recounts, and his own belief, upon the 

VOL. III. 
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16th day of August 1769, at his father's house i» 
Ajaocioy forming one side of a court which le^ 
but of the Rue Charles.* We read with mterest, 
that his mother's good constitution, and bold cha- 
racter of mind, having induced her to attend mas^J 
upcm the day of his burth, (being the Festival of the 
Assumption,) she was obliged to return home imme- 
diately, and as thisrc was no time to prepare a bed or 
bedroom, she was delivered of the future victor upon 
a temporary couch prepared for her accommodation, 
and covered with an ancient piece of tapestry, repre- 
senting the heroes of the Iliad. The infant was chris- 
tened by the name of Napoleon, an obscure saint, who 
had dropped to leeward, and fallen altogether out of 
the calendar, so that his namesake never knew which 
daj he was to celebrate as the festival of his patron. 
When questioned on this subject by the bishop who 
confirmed him, he answered smartly, that there were 
a greatmany saints, and only three hundred and sixty- 
five days to divide amongst them. The politeness 
of the Pope promoted the patron in order to compli- 
ment the god.child, and Saint Napoleon des Ursins 
was accommodated with a festival. To render this 
compliment, which no one but a Pope could have 
piud, still more flattering, the feast of Saint Napo- 
leon was fixed for the fifteenth August, the birth-day 
of the Emperor, and the day on which he signed the 

* Benton's Sketehen of Conica, p. 4. 

Digitized by VjOOg IC 



NAPOLEON BtrONAPARTE. 9 

Omcoidat. So that Napoleon had the rare hanoior 
of 'promotSng his patron saint 

The young Napoleon had, c^ooorse, the simple and 
hardy education proper to the natives of the ttonntain* 
ous island <^ his Inrth, and in his infancy was not re- 
mail:able for more than that animation of temper, and 
wilfidness and impatience of inactivity, by whidi dul- 
dren <^qnid( parts and lively sensiUlity are nsiudly 
fistingoifibed. The winter of the year was g^&niOj 
passed by the fSunily of his fiither at Ajaccio, where 
diey still preserve and exhibit, as the ominoas play^ 
tiling of Napoleon^s boyhood, the moddi of a brass 
cannon, weighing about thirty pounds.* We leave 
it to philosophers to inquire, whether the future love 
of war was suggested by the accidental possessibn of 
such a toy ; <nr whether the tendency of the inind 
dicti^ed the selection of it ; or, lastly, whether ihe 
nature of the pastime, correspondmg with the taste 
whidi chose it, may not have had each their action 
and reaction, and contributed between them to the 
formalion of a character so warlike. 

The same traveller who fiimishes the above anec- 
dote, gives an interesting account of the country re- 
treat of the family of Buonaparte, during the sum- 
mer. 

Going along the sea-shore from Ajaccio towards 



sketches of Corsica, p. 4. 
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the Isle Sanguiniere, about a mile from the town^ 
occur two stone pillars^ the remams of a cUxHr-way, 
leading up to a dilapidated villa, once the residence 
of Madame Buonaparte^s half-brother on the mo^ 
thef s side, whom Napoleon created Cardinal Fesch.* 
The house is approadied by an avenue, surrounded 
and overhung by the cactus and other shrubs, which 
luxuriate in a warm climate. It has a garden and a 
lawn, showing amidst n^lect vestiges of their form- 
er beauty, and the house is surrounded by shruUi)e« 
ries, permitted to run to wilderness. This was the 
summer residence of Madame Buonaparte and her 
family. Almost inclosed by the wild olive, the 
cactus, the clematb, and the almond-tree, is a very 
singular and isolated granite rock, called NapoIeon^s 
grotto, which seems to have resisted the decomposir 
tion which has taken place around. The remains of 
a small summer-house are visible beneath the rod^ 
the entrance to which is nearly closed by a luxuriant 
fig-tree. This was Buonaparte^s frequent retreat, 
when the vacations of the school at which he studied 
permitted him to visit home.— -How the imagination 
labours to form an idea of the visions, which, in this 
sequestered andromantic spot, must have arisen before 
the eyes of the future hero of an hundred battles ! 



• The mother of Lctitia Raniolini, wife of Carlo BuonaparW, 
married a Swiss officer in the French service, named Fcsch, afttr the 
death of Letitia*5 father. 
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The Count de Marboeuf, already mentioned as 
Governor of Corsica, interested himsdf in the young 
Napoleon, so much as to obtain him an appointment 
to the Royal Mifitary Schocd at Biienne, which was 
maintained at the royal expense, in order to bring up 
youths for the aagineer and artillery service. The 
malignity of contemporary historians has ascribed a 
motive of gallantry towards Madame Buoniq[Murte as 
the foundation of this kindness ; but Count Maiboeuf 
had arrived at a period of life when such connexi o ns 
are not to be presumed, nor did the scandal receive 
any currency from the natives of Ajaccio. 

Nothing could be more suitaUe to tiie nature of 
young Buonaparte^s genius, than the line of study 
which thus fortunately was opened before him* His 
ardour for the abstract sciences amounted to a pas- 
sion, and was comlnned with a singular aptitude for 
applying them to the purposes of war, while his at« 
tention to pursuits so interesting and exhaustless in 
themselves, was stimulated by his natural ambitbn 
and desire of distinction. Almost all the scientific 
teachers at Brienne, being accustomed to study the 
character of their pupls, and obliged by their duty 
to make memoranda and occaaonal reports on tiie 
subject, spoke of the talents of Buonaparte, and 
the progress of his studies, with admiration. Cir- 
cumstances of various kinds, exaggerated or invent- 
ed, have been circulated concerning the youth of a 
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peison flo «»Dark«ble. TfefoHcmuig ait given upon 
good nathority.^ 

Tfae oondttct of Ni^oleon among his eompsaoimui, 
was that of a studiotit and reserved yoiUli, addictii^ 
himadf deeply to the ineans of inprovcment, and 
rather a^oidaig than seeking the umud temiHtttions 
to diasipi^n of time. He had few friends, and no 
intimates; yet at different times, wlwn he chose to 
exert it, he exhibited considerable influence ov^er 
his feUow^students, and when there was any joint 
plan to be carried into effect, he wm frequently duh- 
sen Dictator of the litde republic. 

In the time of winter, Bucmaparte upon one occa- 
sion engaged his companions in constructing a fort- 
ress out of the snow, r^ularly decided by ditches 
md bastions, according to the rules of fortification. It 
was considered as displaying tiie great powers of the 
juvenile engineer in the way of his profession, and 
was attacked and defended by the students, who dir 
vided into parties for the purpose, imtil the battle be- 
came 80 keen that their superiors thought it proper 
to proclaim a truce. 

The young Buonaparte gave another instance of 
address and enterprise upon the following occa8i<m. 



■ They were many years since communicated to the author by 

Messrs Joseph and Louis Law, brothers of General Baron Lau- 

' riston, Buonaparte's favourite aid^de-camp. These gentlemen, or at 

least Joseph, \veie educated at Brienne, but at a later period than Na .' 

poleon. Their distinguished brother was Ws contemporary. 
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There was a&ir held annually in the tte^;hboiurhood 
of Biienne, where the pupils <^ the Military School 
used to find a di^s amusement ; but on account of 
a quarrel betwixt them and the country people upon 
a former occasicm, or fi>r soine such cause^ the mas* 
ten of the Institution had directed that the students 
ehouldnoton the fiur-day be permitted to go beyond 
their own precincts, which were smrrounded with a 
^all. Under the directioii of the ydung Covmoas, 
however, the scholars had already laid a plot for se- 
curing their usual day^s cBvermn* They had ui»> 
delrmined the wall which enccnnpassed their exercising 
ground, with so much sldll and secre<7, diat their 
operations remained entirely unknown till the morn- 
ing of the fair, when apart of the boundary unexped- 
edly fdl, and gave a free passi^ to'the imprisosied 
students, of which they immediately took tiie advan^ 
tage, by hurrying to the prohilnted scene of amuse- 
ment. 

But although on these, and perhaps other occa- 
sions, Buomqparte displayed some of the firohc tem- 
per of youth, mixed with the inventive genius and the 
talent for commanding others by which he was dis- 
tinguished in after time, his life at schod was in ge- 
neral that of a recluse and severe student, acquiring 
by his ju^ment, and treasuring in his memory, that 
wcmderfiil process of almost unlimited comHnation^ 
by means of which he was afterwards able to simplify 
the most difficult and complicated undertakings. Hi» 



Digitized 



by Google 



14 tlFE OF 

mathematical teacher was proud of the young islander, 
as the boast of his school, and his other scientific in- 
structors had the same reason to be satisfied. 

In languages Buonaparte was less a proficient, and 
never acquired the art of writing or spelling French, 
far less finreign languages, with accuracy or corrects 
ness; nor had the monks of Brienne any reason to 
pride themselves on the classical proficiency of their 
scholar. The iull energies of his mind being devoted 
to the scientific pursuits of his profession, left little 
time or inclination for other studies. 

Though of Italian origin, Buonaparte had not a 
decided taste for the fbe arts, and his taste in com- 
position seems to have leaned towards the grotesque 
and the bombastic. He used always the most ex- 
aggerated phrases ; and it is seldom, if ever, that his 
bulletins present those touches of sublimity which are 
founded on dignity and simplicity of expression. 

Notwithstanding the external calmness and reserve 
of hb deportment, he who was destined for such great 
things, had, while yet a student at Brienne, a full share 
of that ambition for distinction and dread of disgrace, 
that restless and irritating love of fame, which is the 
spur to extraordinary attempts. Sparkles of this keen 
temper sometimes showed themselves. On one oc< 
casion, a harsh superintendant imposed on the future 
Emperor, for some triflbg fault, the disgrace of 
wearing a potential dress, and being excluded from 
the table of the students, and obliged to eat his meal 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOT.EON BUONAPARTE. 15 

apart. His pride felt the indignity so severely, that 
it brought on a severe nervous attack ; to which, 
though otherwise of good constitution, he was sub- 
ject upon occasions of extraordinary irritation. Pa- 
th^ Petrault, the Professor of Mathematics, hasten* 
ed to ddiver his favourite pupil from the punish- 
ment by which he was so much affected. 

It is also said that an early disposition to the po- 
pular sUe distinguished Buonaparte even when at 
Brienne. Pichegru, afterwards so celebrated, .who 
acted as his monitor in the military school, (a singu- 
lar circumstance,) bore witness to his early principles, 
and to the peculiar energy and tenacity of his temper. 
He was long afterwards consulted whether means 
might not be found to engage the commander of the 
Italian armies in the royal interest. ^^ It wilt be but 
lost time to attempt it,'^ said Pichegru. ^^ I knew 
him in his youth — ^his character is inflexible — ^he has 
taken his side, and he will not change it.'" 

In 1783, Napoleon Buonaparte, then cmly fourteen 
years old, was, though under the usual age, selected 
by Monsieur de Keralio, the inspector of the twelve 
military schools, to be sent to have his education 
completed in the general school of Paris. It was a 
compliment paid to the precocity of his extraordinary 
mathematical talent, and the steadiness of his appli- 
cation. While at Paris he attracted the same notice 
as at Brienne ; and among other society, frequented 

that of the celebrated Abbi Raynal, ancT was admit- 
11 
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ted to Us literary parties. His taste did not beeome 
correct, but his appetite for study in aU depart- 
ments was greatly enlarged ; and notwiriifltanding the 
quantity which he daily read, bis memory was strong 
Plough to retain, and his judgmoit mffidently ripe to 
arrange and d^est, the knowledge whidi he then ac* 
quired ; so that he had it at his command dorii^ all 
the rest of his^busy Ufe. Phttareb was his fifivourite 
author; upim the study of whmn he had so ■U)ddkd 
his opinicms and habits of thought, that Paoli after- 
wards pronounced him a young man of an antique 
caste, and resembling cme of the classical heroes. 

Some of his Inoj^aphers have about this time 
ascribed to him the anecdote of a certain youthful 
pupil of the military sdiool, who desired to ascend 
in the car of a balloon with the aeronaut Blancbaxd, 
and was so mortified at being refused, that he made 
an attempt to cut the balloon with his sword. The 
story has but a flimsy support, and indeed does not 
accord well with the character of the herb, which was 
deep and reflectiye, as well as bold and determined, 
and not likely to suffer its energioB to escape in idle 
and useless adventure. 

A better authenticated anecdote states, that at this 
time he expressed himself disrespectfitUy towards the 
King in one of his letters to bis family. According 
to the practke of the school, he was oUiged to sub- 
mit the letter to the oensorship of Monoeur Domai- 
ron, the Professor of Bdles Lctties, who, taldng no- 
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tice of the ofFensive passage, insbted upon the letter 
bebg btirnt, and added a severe rebuke. L<Mig af- 
terwards, in 18(M2, Monsieur Domairon was com- 
manded to attend Napoleon^s levee, in order that he 
might receive a pupil in the person of Jermne Buo- 
naparte; when the First Ccmsul leminded his dd 
tutor good-humonre(Uy, that times had changed con- 
siderably since the burning of the letter. 

Napoleon Buonaparte, in his seventeenth year, re* 
ccived his first commission as second lieutenant in a 
regiment of artillery, and was almost immediately af- 
terwards promoted ta the rank of first lieutenant in 
the corps quartered at Valance. He mingled with 
society when he joined his regiment, more than he 
had hitherto been accustomed to do ; mixed in public 
amusements, and exhibited the powers of pleasing 
which he possessed in an uncommon degree, when he 
chose to exert them. His handsome and intelligent 
features, with his active and neat, though slight figure, 
gave him additional advimtages. His manners could 
si^cely be called elegant, but made up in vivacity 
and variety of expression, and often in great spirit 
and energy, for what they wanted in grace and po- 
lish. 

He became an advmiturer for the honours of lite- 
rature also, and was anonymously a competitor for the 
pri2e offered by the Academy of Lyons on RaynaFs 

VOL. III. ' B 
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<piettioii, ^^ What are the principles and institutioiis, 
by application of whidi mankind canbe laised to the 
highest pitd of h^piness?"^ The prize was adjudged 
to the young sddio*. It is impossible to aymd feel* 
ing euriooty to know the character of the juvenile 
theories respecting goyemment, advocated by one 
who at length attained the power of pracdcally ma- 
king what expeiments he {leased. FrobaUy his 
early ideas did not exactly coincide with his more 
mature practice ; for when TaUeyrand, many years 
afterwards, got the Essay out of the records of the 
Academy, and returned it to the author, Buonaparte 
destroyed it after he had read a tew pages. He also 
laboured under the temptaticm of writiii^ a journey 
to Mount Cenis, after the manner of Sterne, which 
he was fortunate enough finally to resist. The affec- 
tation which pervades Sterne's peculiar style of com* 
position, was not likely to be simplified under the 
pen of Buonaparte. 

Sterner times were fiut approaching, and the lia- 
tion was now ftdly divided by those factions which 
produced the Revolution. The (pfficers of Buona- 
parte's regiment were also divided into Royalists and 
Patriots ; and it is easily to be hnagined, that the 
young and friendless stranger and adventurer should 
adopt that side to which he had abready shown 
some inclination, and which promised to open the 
most free career to those who had only their merit 
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to rely upon. " Were I a general officer,^ be is a^ 
l^ed to have said, ^^ I would have adhered to the 
Sjng ; being a subaltern, I jdin the Patriots.^ 

There was a stmy current, that in a debate with 
some brother officers on the politics of the time, Buo- 
naparte expressed himself so outrageously, that they 
were provoked to throw him into the Bbone, where 
he had nearly perished. But this is an inaccurate ac- 
count of the accident which actually befell him. He 
was seized ^dth the cramp when bathing in the river. 
His comrades saved him with difficulty ; but his dan- 
ger was matter of pure chance. 

Napoleon has himself recorded that he was a warm 
patriot during the whole sitting of the National As- 
sembly ; but that, on the appointment of the Legis- 
lative Assembly, he became shaken in his opinions. 
If so, his original sentiments regained force ; for we 
diortly afterwards find him entertaining such as went 
to the extreme heights of the Revolution. 

Early in the year 179^, Buonaparte became a cap- 
tain in the artillery by seniority ; and in the same 
year, being at Paris, he witnessed the two insurrec- 
tions of the SOth June and 10th August. He was 
accustomed to speak of the insurgents as the most 
despicable banditti, and to express with what ease 
a. determined officer could have checked these ap- 
parently formidable, but dastardly and unwieldy 
masses. But with what a different feeling of inte- 

VOL. III. 
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rest would Napoleon have looked on that infuriated 
populace, those still resisting though overpowered 
Swiss, and that burning palace, had any seer whis- 
pered to him, " Emperor that shall be, all this 
blood and massacre is but to secure your future 
empire r Little anticipating the potent effect which 
the passing events were to bear on his own fortune, 
Buonaparte, anxious for the safety of his mother and 
family, was now desirous to exchange France for 
Corsica, where the same things were acting on a less 
distinguished stage. 

It was a singular feature in the French Revolution, 
that it brought out from his retirement the celebra- 
ted Pascal Paoli, who, long banished from Corsica, 
the freedom and independence of which he had so 
valiantly defended, returned from exile with the flat* 
tering hope of still witnessing the progress of liberty 
in his native land. On visiting Paris, he was recei« 
ved there with enthusiastic veneration, and the Na* 
tional Assembly and Boyal Family contended which 
should show him most distinction. He was created 
President of the Department, and Commander of 
the National Guard of his native island, and used 
the powers intrusted to him with great wisdom and 
patriotism. 

But Paoli's views of liberty were different from 
those which unhappily began to be popular in France. 
He was desirous of establishing that freedom, which 



Digitized 



by Google 



NArOLEON BUONAFARTE. SI 

is the protector, not the destroyer of property, a&d 
which confers pnctical happbess, instead of aiming 
at theoretical perfection. In a word, he endeavoured 
to keep Condcft free firom the prevailing infection of 
Jaoobuiism ; and m reward, he was daionnced in the 
Assembly. Paoli, summoned to attend for the pur- 
pose of standing on his defence, decEned the journey 
on account of his age, bat offered to withdraw from 
the bland. 

A large proportion of the inhabitants took part 
with the 1^^ champion of their freedom, while the 
Convention sent an expedition, at the head of which 
were La Combe, Saint Michel, and Salicetti, one of 
the Corsican deputies to the Convention, with the 
usual instructions for bloodshed and pillage issued to 
thdr commissaries. 

Buonaparte was in Corsica, upon leave of absence 
from his regiment, when these events were taking 
place; and although he himself, and Paoli, had 
hitherto been on friendly terms, and some fiunily 
relations existed between them, the young artillery 
officer did not hesitate which side to choose. He 
embraced that of the Convention with heart and 
hand ; and his first military exploit was in the civil 
war of his native island. In the year 1793, he was 
dispatched from Bastia, in possession of the French 
party, to surprise his native town Ajaccio, then oc- 
cupied by Paoli or his adherents, Buonaparte was 
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acting pfavidt6tially, as commanding a Hbattalion of 
National Guards* He landed in Ihe Gulf of Ajaccio 
with about fifty m^, to take posdession of a tower 
called the Tone di Capitello, on the opposite side «rf 
the gulf, and almost fisuung the city. He succeeded 
in taking the place ; but as there arose a gale of wind 
which prev^ted his communicating with the frigate 
which had put hhn ashore^ he was bei^Gged in his 
new conquest by the opposite Suction,* and reduced 
to such distresij, thae he and his little garrison were 
oUiged to feed on horse-flesh* After five days he was 
relieved by the ftigate, and evacuated the tower, ha- 
ving first in VMn attempted to Wow it up. The Torre 
di Ca^tello stiU shows marks of the dami^ it then 
sustained, and its remidns may be looked on as a 
curiosity, as the first scene of Ms combats, before 
whom 

' ■'■ ,tfc Temple and tower 
Went to the ground—'** 

A relation of Napoleon, Masserio by name^ efiectu- 
ally defended Ajaccio against the force employed 
in the expedition. 



* Such is the report of the Corncans, concerning the alleged first ex- 

.ploit of their celebrated countryman. See Benson's Sketches, p. 4. 

But there is room jto believe that Buonaparte had been in action 

so early as February 1793. Admiral Truguet, with a strong fleet, 

and hayij3(g oa board a Uige body of troops, had been at anchor for 
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The stiength of PaoU iocreaniig, and the English 
fMrepttring to nsist him. Cornea became no I<mger a 
safe or convenient residence for the Buonaparte &r 
mHy. Indeed, both Napcdeon and his brother Lu- 
<nen, who had distii^oidied themselves as partisans 
of the French, were subjected to a decree of banish^ 
m^Eit from their native islrad ; and Madame Buona- 
parte, with her three daughters, and Jerome, who was 
as yet but a child, set sidl under their protection, and 
settled for a time, first at Nice, and afterwards at 
Marseilles, where the fiimily is supposed to have 
undergone consid^dble distre£», until the dawning 
prospects of N<^Ieon afforded him the means of 
assisting them. 

Napoleon never i^in revisited Comca, nor does 
he iq>pear to have, r^arded it with any feelings of 
affection. One small fountain at Ajacdo is pointed 
out as the only ornament which his bounty bestowed 
on his birth-place. He might perhaps think it impo- 
litic to do anything which might remind the coun- 
try he ruled that he was not a child of her soil, nay, 



serenl weeks in the Corsican harbours, announcing a descent upon 
Sardinia. At length, haying received on board an additional num-. 
ber of forces, he set sail on his expedition. Buonaparte is supposed 
to have accompanied the Admiral, of whose talent and judgment he 
is. made in the Saint Hdena MSS. to speak with great contempt 
Buonaparte succeeded in taking some batteries in the straits of Saint 
Bonifado ; but the expedition proving unsuccessful, they were speed- 
ily abandoned. 
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was in fact very near having been born an alien, for 
Corsica was not united to, or made an intend part 
of France, until June 1769, a few weeks only before 
Napoleon'^s birth. This stigma was repeatedly cast 
upon him by his opponait8,.some of whom reproach- 
ed the French with having adopted a master, fiom a 
country from which the ancient Romans were unwill- 
ing even to choose a slave ; and Napoleon may have 
been so far sensiUe to it, as to avoid showing any 
predilection to the place of hb birth, which might 
faring the circumstance strongly under observation of 
the great nation, with which he and his &mily seemed 
to be indissolubly united. But, as a tiravell^ already 
quoted, and who had the best opportunities to b^ 
come acquainted with the fedii^ of the proud isl- 
andexB, has expressed it,— ^^ The Corsicans are still 
highly patriotic, and possess stoong local attach- 
ment«-4n their opinion, contempt for the country of 
one's tnrth is never to be redeemed by any other 
qualities. Napoleon, therefore^ certably was not 
popular in Corsica, nor is his memory cherished 
there.''* 

The feelings of the parties were not unnatural on 
either side. Napoleon, little interested in the land of 
his birth, ^nd having such an immense stake in that 
of his adoption, in which he had everything to keep 

• Benson^s Skftches of Coisica, p. 121. 
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and lose,* observed a policy towatdf Corsica which 
his position rendered advisable ; and who can blame 
the high-spirited islanders, who, sedng one of thdr , 
countrymen raised to such exalted eminence, and dis- 
posed to forget his connexion with them, returned 
with slight and indifference the disr^ard with which 
he trei^ed them ? 



* Not literally, however ; for it is worth mentioniDg, that when 
he was in full-hlown possession of his power, an inheritance fell to 
the family situated near Ajacdo, and was divided amongst them. 
The first Consul, or Emperor, received an olive garden as his ihart. 
— Skeichet of Cortkeu 



Digitized 



by Google 



S6 LIFE OF 



CHAPTER IL. 

mege of Toulon, — RecapitukUion.'^Buonaparte appointed 
Brigadier-General of Artillery, with the Command of the 
Artillery at Toulon — Finds everything in disorder — His 
Plan for obtaining (he Surrender of the Plaoe^Adopted./^ 
Anecdotes during the Siege. — Allied Troops resolve to em- 
cuate Toulon — Dreadful Particulars of the Evacuation — 
England censured on this occasion,^ Lord Lynedoch»^~ 
Fame of Buonaparte increases, and he is appointed Chief of 
Battalion in the Army of Italy — Joins Head-quarters at 
Nice.'^On the Fall of Robespierre, Buonaparte superseded 
in command — Arrives in Paris in May 1795 to solicit «m- 
pihyment — He is unsuccessful.-^Talma. — Retrospect of the 
Proceedings of the National Assemhly.^Dijfficuliies inform* 
ing a new Constitution.^Appointment of the Directory — 
of the Two Councils of Elders and qfFive Hundred,— Na* 
turn at large, and Paris in particular, disgusted with their 
pretensions, — Paris assembles in Sectiorts.'^General Dani- 
can appointed their Commander'-in''Chief,'^Menou appoint- 
ed by the Directory to disarm the National Guards — but 
suspended for incapacity-^Buonaparte appoint^ in his 
room,^The Day of the Sections.-^Cofiflict betwiwt the 
Troops of the Convention under Buonaparte, and those qf 
the Sections of Paris under Danican,---The latter defeated 
with much slaughter, '^Buonaparte appointed Second in 
Command of the Army of the Interior — then General in 
Chief-^Marries Madame Beauhamois — Her Character. — 
Buonaparte immediately afterwards joins the Army of Italy, 

The siege of Toulon was the first incident of 
importance, which enabled Buonaparte to distinguish 
himself in the eyes of the French government, and 
of the world at large. 
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We have already mentioaed that a general diffi- 
^nce, and dread of the proceedings <^ the Jaoobina, 
joined to t^e intrigues of the Girondists, had, after 
the fall of the latter party, induced several (^ the 
principal towns in France to take arms against the 
Convention, or rather against the Jacobin party, who 
had attained the complete mastery in that body. We 
have also siud that Toulon, taking a more decided 
step than dther Marseilles or Lyons, had declared 
test the King and the Constitution of 1791, and invi- 
ted the support of the English and Spanish squa- 
drons, who were cruizing upon the coast. A disem- 
barkation was made, and a miscellaneous f(MX», has^ 
tily collected, of Spaniards, Sardinians, Neapolitans, 
and English, was thrown into the place. 

This was one of the critical periods when vigorous 
measures, on the part of the allies, might have pro- 
duced marked e£fects on the result of the war. Tou« 
Ion is the arsenal of France, and contained at that 
time immense naval stores, besides a fleet of seven* . 
teen sail of the line ready for sea, and thirteen or 
fourteen more, which stood in need of refitting. The 
possesion of it was of the last importance, and with 
a sufliciently large garrison, or rather an army strong 
enough to cover the more exposed points without the 
town, the English might have maintained their foot- 
ing at Toulon, as they did at a later period both at 
Lisbon and Cadiz. The sea would, by msdntaining 
the defensive Unes necess»*y to protect the road« 

VOL. III. 
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Stead, have been entirely at the command of the be- 
sieged ; and they could have been supplied with pro- 
visions in any quantity from Sidiy, or the Barbary 
States, while the besiegers would have experienced 
great difficulty, such was the dearth in Provaice at 
the ume, in supporting their own army. But to 
have played this bold game, the presence of an 
army, instead of a few battalions, would have been 
requisite ; and a general of consummate ability must 
have held the chief command. This was the more 
especially necessary, as Toulon, from the nature of 
the place, must have been defended by a war of 
posts, requiring peculiar alertness, sagacity, and vi-» 
gilance. On the other hand, there were cireum-* 
stances very favourable for the defence, had it been 
conducted with talent and vigour. In order to in- 
vest Toulon on the right and left side at once, it was^ 
necessary there should be two distinct blockading 
lurmies; and these could scarce communicate with 
each other, as a steep ridge of mountains, called 
Pharon, must interpose betwixt them. This gave 
opportunity to the besieged to combine their force^ 
and choose the object of attack when they sallied ; 
while, on the other hand, the two bodies of besiegers 
could not easily connect their operations, either for. 
attack or defence. 

Lord Mulgrave, who commanded personally inf 
the place, notwithstanding the motley character of 
the garrison, and other discouraging circumstances,* 
began the defence with spirit. Sir George Keith El- 
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{Junstone ftko defeated the RepubUcans at the moun- 
tarn-pass, called 011kmlle». The Engtish for soikie 
Ume retained posscssioa of this important g<Nrge, bui 
were finally driven out from it Cartaux^arepuUican 
general whom we have already m^tione^ now ad- 
vanced on the west of Toulon, at the head of a v^ 
omsideraUe army, while General Lapoype blodi- 
aded the city on the east, with a part of the army 
of Italy. It was the object of the French to ap- 
proach Toulon on bc^h sides of the mountainous 
ridge, caUed Pharon. But on the east the town was 
covered by the strong and regular fort of La Mal- 
gue, and on the west side of the road by a lefts 
formidable work, called MaUboequet. To support 
Matt)oscpiet, and to protect the entrance to the road- 
stead and the harbour, tbe English engineers fortified 
with great skill an eminence, called Hauteur de 
Grasse. The height bent into a sort of bay, the two 
promontories of which were secured by redoubts, 
named L^Eguillotte and Bakgniere^ which ecHnmu- 
nicated with and supported the new fi>rtification, 
which the English had termed Fort Mulgrave. 

Several sallies and skirmishes took place, in most 
of which the repubUcans were worsted* Lieutenant- 
Groieral O'Hara arrived firom Gibraltar vdth rein* 
forcements, and assumed the chief command. 

Little could be said for the union of the com- 
manders within Toulon; yet their enterprises were so 
far successful, that the French began to be alarmed 
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at the slow progress of the siege. The dearth of 
provisions was daily increasiiig, the cfec^mtent o£xhe 
people of Provence was ai^m^ited ; tJte CathoHds 
were numerous in the nei^ibouring districts of Viva^ 
nus and Lower Lniguedoc; and Barras and Erevoii 
wrote fiom Marseilles to the Conventien, soggesting 
that the si^e of Toulon should be raised,* and die 
besieging army withdrawn beyond the Durance. But 
while weaker minds w^re despairing, talents of the 
first order were preparing to achieve the conquest of 
Toulon. 

Buonaparte, since his return fiom Corsica, seems 
to have enjoyed some protection from his country- 
man Sallicetti, die onfy one of the Corsican deputies 
who voted for die King^ deadi, and a pers<m to 
whom the young artillery officer had been known 
during the civil war of his nadve island. Napdeon 
had shown that his own o^mons were formed on 
the model of the times, l^ a snudl Jacobin pdldica* 
tion, called Le Souper de Beaiumre^ a poHtical dia* 
logue between Marat and a Federalist, in wMdi tlw 
latter is overwhelmed and silenced by the arguments 
and eloquence of the Friend of the People. Of this 
juvenile producdon Buonaparte was afWwards so 
mudi adiamed, diat he caused the copies to be ool- 



• This letter appeared in the Moniteur, 10th December 1793. 
But as the town of Toulon was taken a few days afterwards, tlie 
Convention voted the letter a fabrication. 
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lected and destroyed wkb the utmost rigour, ^o thftt 
it .18 now almost impossible to meet witlMuie. . It is 
whimsical to obscrrg^ that, in liiemaBnscripta of Saint 
Helena, he mentiona this pubBoatu m a* erne In which 
he assumed the mask: of Jaeofam.{iriBsiple8^ maaety 
to convince the Ginx^sts and Bey41kts< that they 
were choosing an unfit dme lor inaucrection, and> -at* 
tempting it in a hopdesB manner. He adds, that it 
made many concerts. 

Buonapartei^a professional qualifications were still 
better vouched than the soundness of his political 
prinei{de8, duugh these mere suflSdendy decided. 
The notes which the inspectors of the Military Sobeol 
always preserve concemnig thrir scholars, described 
his genius as being of the first order; and to these he 
owed his promotion to the rank of a farigadiea^gene* 
' nd of artillery, with the command of the artillery 
during the si^e of Toulon. 

When he had arrived at the scene of action, and 
had visited the posts of the besiejpi^ army, he fmmd 
so many marks of incapacity, that he could not ecm^ 
ceal his astonishment Batteries luul been erected for 
destroying the £n|^h shipping, but they were three 
gun-shots^ distance from the point which they were 
designed to amunand ; red-hot balls were peparing, 
but they were not heated in furnaces beside the guns, 
but in the country-houses in the neij^bouriiood at the 
most ridiculous distance, as if tiiey had been arttdes of 

10 
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easy and ordinary transportation. Buonaparte with 
difficult obtmned General Cartaux'^s permission to 
makea shot or two by way of ezperiinent ; and when 
they fell more than half-way short of the mark, the 
General bad bo excuse but to rail agauist the aristo- 
crats, who had, he said, spoiled the quality qf the 
powder with which he was supplied. 

The youag officer of artillery, with prudence, and 
at the same time with spirit, made his remonstrances 
to the member of Convaition, Gasparin, who wit- 
nessed the experiment, and explained the necessity 
of proceeding more syst^natically, if any successful 
result was expected. 

At a coimeil of war, where Gasparin prerided, the 
instructions of the Committee of Public Sitfety were 
read, direcdng that the siege of Toulon should be 
commenced according to the usual forms^ by inyest* 
ing the body of the place, in other words, the city 
itself. The orders of the Committee of Public Safety 
were no safe sulgect of discussion or criticism for 
those who were to act under them ; yet Buonaparte 
yentured to recommend their being departed firom on 
this important occasion. His comprehensive genius 
had at once discovered a less direct, yet more certain 
manner, of obtaining the surrender of the place. He 
advised, that, n^lecting the body of the town, the 
attenUon of the besiegers should be turned to attain 
possesricm of the promontory called Hauteur de 

13 
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6nuM, by driving IW hfiitgwi fiwn iIm tlraig 
votk of r«it Ma]gri¥e» Md dM t«t lidodNbi of 

EiigUsh had estaUithed the liiie of dflftnce iieoeiiMy 
tA praftoet tht llfiC aid haAovr. Tba foitmi of 

in ft ftiMi|Md olgiet of altadL Ha avfMd» dial if 

^ftiitfrrtififatii?nff, Aqr Mniwt ot^afan o ownfhla i 
maid of iho lOMb wime da Engliali iael kqr, 
oUige than to potto aea. Tkqr wooU, im tho i 



aod pfOTOBt aiiifilioa or fioiiaioBa fioBi beia^ 
into the dtif. If Iho piijaaa woe draa ib dangor 
of being totals cut off fipoaa anpfMaa hy thrir vaiiali 
bring dxim fion thw anehowigOj tt waa naimal to 
aupfoio thitf tho Eiq^Iiah tioopa woM nnher o«k 
oiiate TauiaOf than teaaui vkhm die plaoo» blorii* 
adad on all aides, ontf thojr nnght be oompaUed t# 
•umnderbgr finnine. 

The (dan wna adoptpd by the eonnail ai war after 
tmdk haailajlaani and the y on^g ofieer by whom it 
vaapycgeoledroeritodfiBApowentooarryiton. Ho 
ralfiod round lumonimberof exeoU«itartaieryoA- 
eers and soldiers ; assembled against Toulon hmnni 
than two hundred piooaa of eannon, well served ; and 
i^ationed them so advantagaonsly, that he aiuMiyad 
OMsideraUy the English vessels in the roada, even 

VOL. HI. c 
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btfere hehtdcMtttrucied those baftteries^onvbidi iie 
depended fixr leduch^ Fort Mulgnive sad Malbos- 
^p:^ I7 wUdi thejr wre in a jpeat meaeure pro- 
tected. 

In iSbe meanwhile, O^eral Doppet, formeriy »< 
physician, had siqperseded CaKtanz, whose incqfiadl^ 
could no longer be concealed by his rhodonumtading. 
language ; and, w<»iderful to tdU ^ bad nearly been: 
the fiite of iiie ex^'doctor to. take Tmilon, at. a time 
when such bxl erent seemed least widiin his calcHlaf- 
tioB. A- tumultuary attack of some of the yrang' 
Fr^ich Carmagnoles on a body of Spanidi tro(^^ 
which garrisoned Finrt.Mulgrave,. had very nearly ^ 
been suosessfiiL Buonaparte galloped to .the spot,, 
hurrying his reluctott. commander. along. with him, > 
and succours were ordered to adyanceto support. the< 
attack, when an aid-dencamp was. shot by. Poppet's 
nde ; on which the medical.goieral, condderbg this > 
as a bad symptom, pronounced the case.dei^ierate,: 
and, to Buonaparte^s great indignation,.ordered a re- 
treat to be. commenced* . Doppet being found as in- 
culpable as Cartaux, was in his turn superseded. by 
Dij^mmier, a Yeteran who badservedfor fifty years, 
was coTered with scars, and as fearless. as the weapon^ 
he wore. 

From this time the Commandant.of AxtiUeiy, 
having the complete coneinv^ice of his General, had 
no doubt lyf iuocess. To ensure it, however, he used 
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the Utmost vigymee md exertioBt «Bd cspoied his 
poion to e^teiy xidc 

One of tho dangers whidi he inomod wm of a 
nngalar dbamcter. An actiUeryman Jbeing shot at. 
the gnn wliich he was sesring, while Napoleon was 
visiting a battery, he todc up the deadmaa^a jam- 
mer, and, to giyeeBoouiigieiiiait to, the soMJars, enlar- 
ged the gun repeated^ with his own hands. Inoon- 
sayience of using tins impjemsnt he cangM mi in- 
fectious cutaneous .conq^laint, whidi,. being iigudi- 
dously treated and thrown inward, was of great pre- 
jttdioe^to his heakh, until after.his Italian eawpaigiMi, 
when he was comidetdy cured by Dr Corviasart; 
after whidi, for the first time, he diowed that ten- 
dency to embonpokU^ which mazlEed the latter part 
of his Hfe. 

Upon another occasion, while Napoleon: was oTer- 
looldng the construction of a battery, whidithe enemy 
endeavoured to interrupt by thdr fire, he cdled fer 
some person who could write, dmt he might dictate an 
order. A young soldier stepped out of the ranks, and 
resting the paper on the hreast-work, began, to write 
accordingly. A shot fiN>m the enemy^s battery joovec- 
ed the letter with. earth the instant it was finished. 
<^ Thank you— we shall have no occasbn fer sand 
this bout,"" said the military secretary. The gaiety 
and courage of the remark drew BuonaparteV atten- 
tion on the young man, who was the celdbrated 
General Junot, afterwards created Duke D' Abrantes. 
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During Hm tiigVi 9im, he dueoYwnid itie UksMt fd 
Duioc, afterwards one of his most 6aAi6A adbeioiU. 
la tkmMoiimmy^^tikai iiMtaieai, BiKHUipAleikoivr- 
ed Us extiM^e Iwyirltdgt of Inanhmd, by the if^ 
sag»uiiy<yl|ioh eoeUed Un to discolor and atle^ te 
fakn theae, iriieae «id«iitff'were knoat dtttii^gipsbedy 
and meat eapibie of Mnderipg hiai aarfias. 

NotmthatioiidiBg thekiflttanfe whiali theConuHaiidU 
ant of Arjfflary had aoqnirad, he fi^md hiaaadf iNipa^ 
rimtStf 4nrairtedLtqr the mophata rf Ae Confei^rtl 
upap fldidan^ te ^ aiege itf T<iolKi, who littivi^ 
wart f^men, Ricma, Balieattij arid the |»mgot 
Rdbaaptatre. These yeprepanlatbea of ^bte |pee|de» 
km^irfaig thet ihair cawimsginii gave A^ liipMie 
pewer over gsnoralo end awaiep, ne?er aeam to hare 
paused to consider whether nature or eduflati<Nl 
had ipiaiified' ^leiti le ei^edae it^ irtth ed^wtnge 
le the pidifie and eaadit tii dienariwes. Thqr eri^ 
timsed Budiapa0te\i j^ ef attad^, finding it imi- 
peariUe to eoneeiTe how hia vpmilAmh bmg dk«i^ 
ed agahwt detadied GmpUk$,Am» at a diatance firop 
Teden, eqidd he evai^ually the i»#a^ of ^^mi^i 
the^wp itself with ft(^ty in theilrhandu; lhitN«- 
pelemwaa patient and tea^pel>iaing; andhftV^the 
feed crimen ef Salieetti^ and seaae intiiKii^ frith 
yoiMEy; Aobeq^ianei he eentriYod to bftve the wei'ks 
ennteeted^ a^eerding ie his own plip. 

The presnaaplien ef these dignitiries heoMne the 
means ef preeip&t^ his eperationi' It wm bjs 
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felkn «o o wp ^li H faU pi!o|leiid irgrlv 
Ftrt Mulgntve Mfixte ^peniig a fanrg^ nd powcrfM 
UtMry.irhidi lii hii cteMni0led wilh 
Mid aeeraqr 4;afaiit MsiMqaol^ io dHU dw wMt if 

/owiwwtciiig it the wiit Ifaae. Tlto^pcnikftflraK 
^hnvded by an <ilM pllttMio% ka^ Immi ciftM^ilaA 
wmmM Wttg iiMr?6d by tlw Smi^Uiy fAnn BiMH 
BifiaM fiaj^bwd 19 anaak m iIn wlnfe Mm of <b» 
teib naoiMaMitai^. MMvi Viin* aid Bataih. 

Mid tmmi ifchi MMhad hattMhrs add hafiiMBff im« 
tiw lAy ftor iMteM aM ii^ tirnty^^ 
afca AjuldttBiaBi JMCtJya, ihay liiiitirtdni tiw fiat 
t»ba»piiiada»Maila>iqa>t iMiwHwiyfiirthlada* 
tor. 

Ctewifl (yniiaj arffaiailid aliitidaig ttiaiaipaiW 
asl jviBi aspoitf io iifila aa finmidabb and 
poeladt' detanakad'by a ttaag aftrt ta aatiy 
FritadihallaqrteaMe^ Thraa Ihalind i 

t iA iUi Mffly ; Md fheGcMTil Uttsil^ va* 
to nhai ia (xnikbBad Aedu^r af Aa 
fli^enM^oCa j^kMaf laqpMaMt^iiMltad tapai U». 
mUSm^iSaoBthmL Thanlly imatfiiHaMbiiali^ 
iuiafla rfiil I buiwhaa tife Eiij^ paiiacd the mt mj 
too^tiii dllbe donfideaca of whitt tfey umri dwa d 
aa aaraaM Tittory, fiaaAapatta Mraikd UoHidf tif 
aottir hJdlictt gfdaad mA a cavarad wagr^ to raify a 
strong body af troo pa, hrtag up Tcaanria> aad atudc 
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Ae scattered Englkh both in fkaak and rear. There 
was a wann skirmidi, in which Napdeon htmseif 
receired a bayonet wound in idie dngh, by which^- 
Aoogh a serious injury, he was not, howeyer, dis« 
aUed.: The EngHsh were thrown into irretrieya-' 
Ha eonfbsion, and retreated, leading their General 
wounded, and a prisoner in the hands of the en^ny. 
Itis dngular, that during his loi^ warfiure^ Bucsu^ 
parte was never personally engaged with the British; 
except in his first, andat Waterldo, his last and fiital 
battle. The attads upon Acre can scaice be termed 
attexcepdon, as fiv as his own person wMconoernedi 

>Tlwlo6s of didr commandant, added to the disooii- 
ragenmit whidi began to prevail among the defend* 
ers of Toulon,^ tog^er widi the vivacity of die at- 
tach which ensued, seem finally to have dishearten- 
ed the garrison. Five batteries were opened on Fort 
Mn]grave^ the possession (^ which Buimaparte con« 
sidered as ^suring success.^ After a fire of twenty^ 
fimr kwrs, Dogomnder and Napdleon resolved to 
try the fiite of a general attadc, for whidt the repre^ 
sentatives of the people showed no particular seeaL 
The attaddng oolomns advanced befinre day, du- 
ring a heavy shower of rain. They were at first 
driven back on every pmnt by the most determined 
opposition; and Dugommier, as he saw the troops 
Sy in ooufiiskm^ exdaimed, well knowmg the ccmse- 
qumcesof bad success to a Geiwal of the Republic, 

I am a lost man r Renewed effi>rts, however, at 
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iMt pMvaikd ; the Spudtbr srtilkfymai giYiog way 
on mie pMiit) die fiirt fidl into the poi^ctiioa of the 
French, whodiowed no mcfcy to its defeiiden. 

Three hours, according to Btionaparie, after the 
fort was takoi, the representatires cf the people ap^ 
peaied in die trendies, widi drawn swords, to c(»w 
gfatokte the soldieKi on thra^soooessfiil Tiddar, and 
hear fiom their Commandant of Artillery^ the reite* 
rated assoranee, diat, dns distant ftrt being guned^ 
Toolon was now their oim. In dieir letter to the 
Convention, d^ dqintieiEi gaye a more fiiTOurafale ac* 
count of dieir own eaq^btts, and fiiled not to rept^ 
sent Rkors, Sa K ce tti , and yonng' BobespieRe, as 
leading die attiMdt widi sabre in hand, and, to uae 
dieir own phrase, showii^; the troops the road to yio;. 
tory. On the other hand,' they ui^raekmslyfinrgot, 
in dieir dispatehes, to m^tkm so miidb as the nraie 
of Buonaparte, to whom die victory was entirdy to 
be ascribed. 

In the meantimi^ Napolecm^s sagacity was not de-' 
cdredindRrerent. The<^oer8of die atfied troops, 
after a hurriedcounoil of war, resolved to evacuate 
Toulon, since the posts gained by the French must 
drive the Englidi ships firom dieir anchorage, and 
deprivethan €£ a future opportunity of retreatiiig; 
if they neglected die padsing moment Lord Hood 
al<menq;ed a bdder resohttJon, and reeommendedthe 
mating a desperate eftxrt to r^^ain F<»rt Miilgrave, 
and the heights which it owimanded. But his spirit- 
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•d couBtel wn rvjccied, ami Ibt eTlu:iuliMHi rtiQlfwl 
•n ; whiA liw pMie of the fiiragm troofii, eipMnHr 
the NwyiiriiaiWi would ha?t rendtrad still noio Iwr* 
nMe thin tl prtrafl^ Imt lot the stcadmesi of the 
BikUife«niei. 

The fidb^ of the iil^irtunale 6itiieli% who had ift^ 
teked ih^ pMectiMm, wie Mt nef^^oled etea eittd 
die oaatmm, df the retnlil. The Bualemms dmtu 
cheat TeMQb aiid odief crafty oOitd moMii of ttaiie-. 
fOiUHim to el^ tho, hirnng to Aar die MnitiiiH 
ef dw tepaUiene^ might be derireve of tpMmg 
ToohsK SHcllirMid»Bdie«4ioftheTieteit^enii^, 
that upwenh oTfonxteen theneeiid |i«r80M aedepted 
due neltadifllF >tft^« M eUntinie there tree odwt 
wedktodo^ 

It had Inen reeelyed^ that die mntem^ aod nffal 
atepes, wldi sudi of the Fnndi aUpe ae wcire iiet 
seacfy for ee% ehoold be deatvoyed; and diey weVe 
set on fire accordingly. This task wa& m a gveat 
mtasQie intn ri tt ed to die damnbel imirepdi^ of 
Sit Sydaaj Svitb^ who canied it doough widi a 
degNO of ordMT) wluchi evevydiing considered, was 
ahaest Mantllolis. TheaarielaBcetf die Spaniards 
was offsred and aedepted; and diey uudertaok tha 
duty of aeutt&ig and sinloBg two ireaMla need as 
pewderiaagfiiinee» and destioying soase pert ef the 
disabled aUnping. Tha riang eonflagratum gvew- 
iag redder and redder, senaad at ki^ a great 
vdcanoi andd wUbh were long distkedy sasn the 
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and 7ir4t ^ dit kuiBang TMwbb ^d which 
ntadireA gbMHilijr TiiiUt tbt niTaoDiag bodiM €f 
republican troops^ who attempted on di^teeni pomla 
tapnihtlteirwayuilodieidaee. .TheJacobinabtgan 
lo riae fai thfl town upon the flying Roy aUsU j' 'hati 
xid acfaana and j4lk of vMgefim^ and iWToIiiai(D»* 
aiy dbctfioi^ wore hoard to niingk ^rlth the cdea and 
]^ainiiw atmtaaticB i»f the lomaining fligitifoi^ who 
had not yet found means of embarkatiML Tho gnaaa 
fMMA llilhoiottat^ nnw noiioiicd bt the FrMidi* and 
twmod M tha buLwavkl of the town» ineraaaad the 
nfaroar. Atonoeaahocfcf Ukethatof anaarthquakoi 
oortriohod by th<» oxploMm tf many hundnd batnb 
of gnnpowder^ lilanoad all n<naa wm% ki own» and 
thiow higk into iha midnight heaTen a thonaand 
Miaing fif agmtfiita> which d<»caBdod> thiPtatfiring ^^W 
whannrer tb^ £b1L A aaoond osq^kiaian took place, 
aa the other magaaine Uew up» with the same daead? 
fid effects. 

Tbia tvOuttidotta ad£tion to the taoon of the 
ifiCM^ io dxaadful in imel^ wai own^ to the Spar 
niarda aeiting fico to thaaa Twaada uaad aa nufpMinea, 
instead of sinking thami aooordlng to the phm which 
had bean agreed upen. EidierfigomiU^will^caielesaf 
ness^ or timidi^, diey were equally awkward in thnt 
attempts to destroy the dkmantlad ships intrusted to 
ihdr charge^ which fell into the hands of the French 
but little damaged. The ^tidi fleet, with the flo^ 
tilBa crowded with fugitites whidi it escorted, left 
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Toulon without lots, notwithrttiMMng w iUUdirecsted 
file inaintiuiied on them from the hfttterioB which the 
French had taken. 

It was upon this night of tenoTy conflagralion, 
tears, and blood, that the star of Napoleon first as- 
cended the horison ; and though it gleamed over 
many asceneof horror ere it set, it may be doubtful 
whether its light was ever blended with diose (^(me 
moredreadfbL 

The capture of Toulon crudied all the hopes of 
resistance to the Jacobins, which had been chmdied 
in the south of France. There was a strottg diitrapt 
exdted agamst England, who was judged only desi^ 
rous to avail herself of the insurrection of thfme un-^ 
hiqn^y dtizens to cripple and destroy the nayal power 
of France, without the wish of effectually a ss i sti ng the 
Royalists. Tins was an unjust belief, but it cwuioi 
be denied that there wpre specious grcmnds for the 
accusation. The undertaking the protection rf a dtj^ 
in such a situation as that of Toulon, if the measure 
was embraced at all, should* have been* supported 
by efforts worthy of the country whose assistance was 
implored and granted. Such effi>rts were not made, 
and the assistance actually afforded was not directed 
by talent, and was squandered 1^ disunion. The 
troops showed, gallantry ; but the leaders, excepting 
the naval officers, evinced little military skill, or 
united purpose of defaice. One gentleman, then in 
private life, chancbg to be in Toulon at the time, 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLXOM BUOMAPAJITX. 4S 

dudnguished himadf as a ydunteer,* aad has siiice 
adneyed a proud care^ in the British amy. Had 
he, or sudi as he^ been at the head of the gamscmy 
the waUs of Toulon might have seen a battle fike 
that of Barossa, and a very different result of the 
si^ might probably have ensued. 

So many of the dtisens of Toulon oonoemed in the 
late resistance had escaped, by the means pforided by 
the English, that repuUican yengeanee could not 
coBect its victims in the usual numbers. Many were 
i^Mt, however, and it has been said that Buonaparte 
commanded die artillery, by which, as ist Ly<»s, 
they were exterminated ; and abo^ that he wrote a 
letter to Freron and the younger Bobeqpierre, omi- 
gratuladng than andhimself on the execution of these 
arisloerats, and signed Brutus Buonaparte, Sans- 
cnIotte» If he actually commanded at this execution, 
he had the poor apology, that he must do so or him- 
self perish ; but, had the fact and the letter been 
g^uine, ikeaae has been enough of time since his 
downfidl to prove the truth of the accusation, and 
certainly enough of writers disposed to give these 
proob publicity. He himsidLf positively denied the 



* Mr Graham of Balgowan, now Lord Lynedoch. He marched 
out on one of the sorties, and when the afFair became hot, seized the 
mudKt and cartoueh-box of a fallen scddier, and alfinrded sudi an 
example to the ttoops, at oontributed greatly to their gaining tht 
object desired. 
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chmge ; imd %\kg^ tbM the vietim w^m d^i bj ir 
dotMhnifBt of Wbat was clObd thfe RevolillMMry 
Amy^andHotbyliciopiof tkeUtie* ThiiwtlUidi 
hijftly pvobdUo. Buoriaiiirto has bMidas affimod^ 
(hl^ ftf fton dmrilig to slHNppm die yc^^ 
Jacobins, or act as Aair a§«sl^ tehtaurdefl Uio dUa- 
lAtatiM of those whM ftowa was dettfch^ bj inler- 
ppting hia pvotaelini to taVe the uufntunaHif fiNnil^ 
of Chubtfllanli aiayapta atid aristootatS) who^lla^K 
Ummai bj a ikmn on the coirt of Fiancav shoi^ 
aA«r theri^ ofTouhNii be^amd IkUo to p^Uiidi* 
vtmA by tho guOlotkiei but whom ha sataA by pto- 
ouiiig thcin tba mcaiut of eidapa by aaa» 

In the aMadwfaile the youag Qentniof Aetilkry 
waavi^ndly iking itiBepllalmi. Thei^faiaat Irhkb 
weio «u|i|niBaad by the Tei^resentirtireto of tha p^^ 
wave vUhnj^y eatn&md and i^om^jieed by Aa 
ftank M Toteran^ Duginmnicr* BnoaaqNai^^^ niiMi 
vaa plaacd on die Uat of thoae whom he teeeMBMnMi 
jKht pioiioticai, wkh the poin*ed additioBi that, if na^ 
^i(scted^ he would be mn^ to fofiSe hia own irttf. He 
Wii iK^QOKdingly eot^nned in his pcoi^ii^^ 
of Chi(«f of BittdioBi ailda|i|*>kited tohdd thal^ 
in the Army of Italy. Beforejoiningthat army, the 
genius of Napoleon was employed by the Convention 
itt &(uryeying and fortifying the sea-coast of the Me- 
ditenanean; a y«ry troublesome task, as it involvod 
many disputes with the local audnnities of small 
towns and villages, and even hamlets, all of whom 
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wisbid to have bmieiies •reoted for iheir ovii sptcial 
{Nrotettion, without regard to tha genefal mAif. It 
iiiTolved hka, noreovwr, as we ahaU pretantljr aee, in 
lome ride with the OoovMtioii at home. 

The diief of battaHen disehaiged ids taak aeien^ 
tMoally* .He diTided the neeeesarjr fortlfieatiena intd 
three dasses, dkthguMikig those descried to pvo^ 
teet haAoors and road^ead% ftom each aa were in^ 
tended to^defend anchorages efkM eMaeqnence^ awi 
betii from the third dass, which were to he plaeed on 
imper ailttatloi^ tp pre?eQt hualti and p«pr^ de- 
aeents en the oeaslhy an enemy superior aieea. Na^^ 
poleon ^yotated to O^ieral Crourgand fakito on this 
eubjeet» whidi must be of consequence to the sea- 
coasts which need sueh n^ltaiy deMfnces.* 

Havbg made his report lo the Conventioii, Buoj^ 
naparte proceeded to jom the head-quarters ef the 
French army, then lying at NicesStraiteiMMl eonsid|sp- 
aUy and hemmed in by die Sardinians nd Auslrkns^ 
wlio, after some vain attempts of General Arubct to 
dislodge them, had rwahmi tnastees of the Gol di 
Tende, and lower passes of the Alps, SogeAJBt with 
Uie road leading from Turin toNice by Saoigia 



* An Englishman will probably remember the sublime pauage 
in •« The Maijii«« ef Efiglaad ;'*— * . ' 

Britannia needs no bulwark^ 
No towers along the steep ; 
Has march is ob tht iMiuitain.wavd, 
Her home is on the deep. "^ 
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Buonaparte had influence enough to recommaid 
with success to the general, DumorUon, and die re- 
{HresentatiTesof the people, Bkors and Robespierre, 
a plan for driving the enemy out of this position, 
fordng them to retreat beyond the higher Alps, and 
taking Saorgio ; all which measures succeeded as he 
had predicted. Saorgio surrendered, with mudi stores 
And baggage, and the French army obtained posses- 
sbn of die chain of the higher Alps,* which, bong 
tenable hy defending few and difficult passes, placed 
a great part of die Army of Italy, (as it was already 
termed, diough only upon die frontier,) at disposal 
for actual sarrice. While directing die means of at- 
taining these successes, Buonaparte, at die same time, 
acquired a complete acquaintance widi diat Alpine 
country, in which he was shordy to obtain victories 
in his own name, not in that of odiers, who obtained 
reputation by acting <m his suggestions. But wlule 
he was dius emfAoyed, he was involved in an accusar 
tion before the Conventi<m, which, had his reputa- 
tion been less for approved patriotism, might have 
coat him dear. 

In his plans for the defence of die Mediterranean, 
Napoleon had proposed repairing an old state prison 
at MarsdUes, called the fort of Saint Nicholas, that it 
might serve as a powder magazme. This plan his suc- 



• The Sardinians were dislodged ftmn the Ck)l di Tende, 7th of 
Mmy 1794. 
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oenor on die statton proceeded to execute, and bj do- 
ii^ 80, gave iimbraj^ to the patiiots^ wliochaiged the 
commandant of artOIerjr then at ManeiUea, and su- 
perintendii^ the work, with an intention to rdboild 
tMa^Hrt, to senre as a Bastille fiir contrdiing the good 
dtiiens. The officer being suBonHmed to the bar of the 
Conveiition, proved that the plan was not his own, 
batAwwn ouJtbjr BiionapMrte. The refnresentatiTes 
rf the aimy in Itdy, however, not being able to dig- 
penae with his sernces,' wrote to the CmiveiiticHiin 
hia behalf, and gave such an account of the origin 
and purpose of the undertaking, as divested it of all 
shade of susj^ciim, even in the suspicious* eye of the 
Conumttee of FuWc Safety; 

In^the r em ain d e r of the year 1?94, there was little 
service i^oonsequelioe in the Army ct Italy, and the 
9th and 10th Theimidor (97th and^SSth July) of 
that year, brought the downfidl of Robespierre, and 
threatened unfiivouraUe conse^piences to Buonaparte, 
who had been the fiiaid of the tyrant'*s brother, and 
was understood to have parlieipatied ia the tone i^ 
exaggerated patriotism affected by his party. He eor- 
deavouxed to shelter himself under his ignorance of 
the real tendency of the proceedings of those who had 
SBJiea ; an apok^ which resolves itself into the or- 
dinary excuse, that he found his late friends had not 
been the persons he took them for. According to this 
line of defence, he made all haste to disclaim ac^es- 
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ii<m to th« politwal lohaaiw of which ihty w«rt ae-^ 
cuiedk ^ I Ml vanBvhM aflEnclfd,'' he ifvol« to n 
oowoipotiihiiti ^^ «i theitle of the ycmngK Bofaoi- 
piiDrm; httt had ha bom iny brodier, Ivoiddham 
poiiiiidecl him wtA my wn hind, had I boen aval* 
that ho wm foatnimg wdmmm of tymmy.* 

Baoupatle*! discfaaiatioiia da not aa^m ai fott to 
ha^ebaaiifimmiabtyraaen^ Hkdiii*li(Ni«iai 
piacariotti, aiid whca iium m^nban wieit 
to tho Commlioii, who had baen aqpaHad and paa* 
8eribadl7theJaflM>bk8,khecamaat01«wreaa. TIm 
vaadioii of the moderala paiity, acemapaniad hy hoiw- 
riUe veoallaetioM of tho past* asd fimva fior tha fo- 
ttire, b^an m>w to be oiora jtimgiy Mt, at thair 
nmibonmtheCettYtiilaovaeqpmedilMDgdu Thaae 
aSLcmm who had attaehed iharoidTea to the JaoabiB 
party, were die olyeete of their animosity ; and ha- 
aldiB, they wave ^bnroiii te purify the anBie$ aa ftr as 
poasttda of thoee whom duy eo Mid ei B a d ai thav own 
eMaoiaa, and thoae of good oader; the ratfaar, that 
the jaeohinical primcq^ a^ aonlkued to be mere 
fiiTOQved in the armiaa dum in the interior. 

To Aeeauaeaofthiswehaireb^Haalludad; but 
it Biay not be nnwenaaniy to repeat, that the aakbers 
had eiperienced all the adrantages of die fieaee ener- 
giaa of a gorenunant wUdi scmI them ool to em- 
quest, and oftred diem the means of adueving it ; 
and they had not been witnesses to the atroeides of 

14 
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thefar ^riw&y in d^ ittlerior. Itwaslii|^ydeBiiible 
to the moderate party to diminish the influence of 
die Jacobins with the army, by dismiiaing the offi- 
cers supposed most friendly to sudi pEinci|des. Buo- 
niqparte, among others, was superseded in his com- 
mand, and for a time detained under arrest This 
wasremoYed by means of the influencewhich his coun- 
tryman Salioetti still retained among the Thermido- 
riens, and Buonaparte appears to ha^e visited Mar- 
soUes, diough in a conation to give or receire littk 
consolation from his family. 

In May 1795, he came to Paris to sdiidt emjdoy- 
ment in his professbn. He found himsdf unfriend- 
ed and indigent in the city of which he was at no 
distant period to be the ruler. Some individuals, how- 
ever, assisted him, and among odiers the cdebrated 
performer Talma, who had known him while at the 
Military School, and even then entertained high ex- 
pectations of the part in life which was to be played 
by " lepe^ Bonaparte.'^* 

QsL the oth» hand, as a favourer of the Jacobins, 
his solicitations for employment were resolutdy op- 
posed by a person of considenible influence. Aubry, 
an old officer of artillery, presidait of the military 
committee, placed himself in stnMig opposition to his 
pvet^sions. He had been nominated as removed from 



* On the •ttthori'.^r of the late JtAm Philip Ktmble. 
VOL. III. n 
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tlie artinery service to be placed in that of the infiin- 
try. He remonstrated with great spirit against this 
proposed change ) and when, vk the heal of discus- 
sion, Autey objected his youth, Buonaparte replied^ 
that presence in the field of battle ought to anticipate 
the claim of years. The president, who had not be^ 
much in action, considered his reply as a personal ib^- 
suit ; and Napoleon, disdidning farther answer, ten- 
dered his resignation. It was not, however, accepted ; 
and he'fidll remained in the rank of eipectants, but 
among those whose hope$ were entirely dependoit 
upba their merits. 

Buonai^arte had something of his native country 
in his ^ispoi^itiiim'^he forgot neither benefits nor in- 
juries. He was always, during the height of his gran- 
deur, particularly hind to Talma, and honoured him 
even wiih a degree of intimacy. As for Aubry, being 
amongst those belonging to Pichegru^s party wha 
were banished to Cayenne, he caused him to be ex^ 
cepted from the decree ^hioh permitted the return 
of those unfortunate exiles, and Aubry died at De- 
ipararo. 

Meantime, his situation becoming daily more un- 
pleasant, Buonaparte solicited Barras and Freron, 
who, as Thermidorvens, had preserved their credit, for 
occupation in almdst any line of his profession, aoid 
even negotiated for permission to go into the Turkish 
service, to train the Mussulmans to the use of artillery. 
A fanciiul imagination may pursue him to the rank 
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of Pacha, or higher ; for, go where he would, he 
could not have remained in mediocrity. His own 
ideas had a similar tendency* " How strange,'' he 
said, " it would be, if a little Corsican of&cer of ar- 
tillery were to become King of Jerusalem r He was 
offered a command in La Vendue, which he declined 
to accept, and was finally named to command a bri. 
gade of artillery in Holland. But it was in a land 
where there still existed so many separate and con- 
flicting factions, as in France, that he was doomed 
to be raised, amid the struggles of his contending 
countrymen, and upon their shoulders and over their 
heads, to the very highest eminence to which fortune 
can exalt an individual. The times required such ta« 
lents as his, and the opportunity for exercising them 
soon arose. 

The French nation were in general tired of the 
National Convention, which successive proscriptions 
had drained of all the talent, eloquence, and energy, 
it had once possessed ; and that Assembly had be- 
come hateful and contemptible to ail men, by suffer- 
ing itself to be thd' passive tool of the Terrorists for 
two years, when, if they had shown proper firmness, 
the revolution of the 9th Thermidor might as well 
have been achieved at the beginning of that frightful 
anarchy, as after that long period of unheard-of suf. 
fering. The Convention was not greatly improved in 
point of talent, even by the return of their banished 
brethren; and, in a word, they had lost the confi- 

VOL. III. 
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dence oi the public entirdy . They therefore prej^ared 
to gratify the general wbh by dissolving themsMves. 

But before they resigned their ostensible autho- 
rity, it was necessary to prepare some mode of carry* 
ing on the government in future. 

The Jacobin constitution of 1793 still existed on 
paper; but although there was an unrepealed law, 
menacing with death any one who should propose 
to alter that form of government, nd one appeared 
disposed to consider it as actually in exercise ; and 
notwithstanding the solemnity with which it had been 
received and ratified by the sanction of the national 
voice, it was actually passed over and abrogated as a 
matter of course, by a tacit but unanimous consent. 
Neither was there any disposition to adopt the Gi« 
rondist constitution of. 1791, or to revert to the de- 
mocratic monarchy of 1 79^, the only one of these 
models which could be said to have had even the 
dubious endurance of a few months. As at the ge- 
neral change of the world, all former things were to 
be done away — all was to be made anew. 

Each (^ these forms of government had been solem- 
nized by the national oaths and processions customary 
on such occasions r but the opinion was now univer« 
sally entertained, that not one of them was founded 
on just principles, or contained the power of defend- 
ing itself against aggresidon, and protecting the lives 
and rights of the subject. On the other hand, every 
one not deeply interested in the late anarchy, and 
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imidiaited in the horrid come of Uoodiliad and ty- 
ranny which was its very essence, was frightened at 
the idea of reriying a goYemment, whidi was a pro- 
fessed continuation of the despotism erer attendant 
npon a revolution, and which, in all dviUsed coun- 
tries, ought to terminate with the extraordinary dr- 
cumstances by which revolution has been rendered 
necessary. To have contmued the revolutionary go- 
vernment, indeed, longer than this, would have been 
to have imitated the conduct of an ignorant anpiiic, 
wbo should persist in sulgectbg a convalesorat pa- 
tient to the same course of exhaustii^ and dangerous 
medidnes, which a r^^lar physician would discon- 
tinue as soon as the disease had been brought to a 
favourable crisis. 

It seems to have been in general felt and admit- 
ted, that the blending of the executive and lq;isla* 
tive power together, as both had been exercised by 
the existing Convention, opened the road to the most 
affiictbg tyranny ; and that to constitute a stable go* 
vemment, the power of executing the laws, and admi- 
nistering the ministerial functions, must be vested in 
some separate individuals, or number of individuals, 
wbo should, indeed, be respcmsible to the national le- 
gislature for the exerdse of this power, but neither 
subject to their direct control, nor enjoying it as ema- 
natingimmediatdyfromthdrbody. With these reflec- 
tions arose others, on the utility of dividing theLegis- 
lative Body itself into two assemUies, one of which 
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miglit foym a check en ihe ot&^, tiding, by some exr 
eicise of an intarmedUte authority, to qualify the rash 
ra^bclity oi a single Chamber, and obs^et the pro-^ 
giseaof any individual, who might, like Robenpiene, 
obtiun a diotatotUiip in such a body, and become, in 
ddng so, an arbitrary tyrant over the whole authori* 
lies of the state. Thus, loath and late, the French 
began to cast an eye on the British constitution, and 
the system (^ checks and bahmces upon which it is 
funded, as the best meana of uniting the protection 
of liberty with the preservation of order. Thinking 
men had come gradually to be aware, that in hopes 
of getting something better than a system which had 
been sanctioned by the experience of ages, they had 
only produced a set of models, which were successively 
wondered at, applauded, neglected, and broken to 
pieces, instead of a simple machine, capable, in me- 
chanical phrase, of working well. 

Had sudi a feeling prevailed during the com- 
mencemait of the Revolution, as was advocated by 
Mounier and others, France and Europe might have 
been spared the bloodshed and distress which afflict- 
ed them during a period of mcnre than twenty years 
of war, mib all the various evils which accompanied 
that great convulsicm. France had then a king ; no- 
bles, out of whom a senate might have been sdected ; 
and abundance of able men to have formed a Lower 
House, or House oC Commons. But tlie golden op- 
portunity was passed over ; anS when the architects 
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^ighir P»h9fh hant hem ^i^ffH^ tq #«^e«i^^tb^ 
new fabric which they meditftled) oa th^ {4#q idi % 
limited monarchy^ th^ catenate fpr th# Btnietfire 
we^ ao longer to be found* 

The legUimale King of Fraaoe no dpift^ ^siat^ 
but he was aa exile in aforeiga cowtry ; wdihe rapQ 
of gcatry, frpm whcm a bQU9e ctf pe^rsy or henpditacy 
^eaatc^ might haT^ been chiefly sdeeted, wfce tp be 
fimad imfy ia foreign seryi^, too mo^ ezai^peiated 
by th^ sal^riags to admit a n^oaal hape that they 
wQviii evfix make any compon^ with those who had 
foi^ than fispm thiiir native land, and epnfiee^ted 
thdr faatily propcorty. 3avipg for theae circumr 
stanc^i and the comhau^as which arose out of 
them» it seems very Ukdy, that %t the period at which 
we hav^e now arrived^ the tide^ which h^^ to f^ 
stroa^y agidast th^ Jncobina^ might huve hem ad^t- 
ly turned ia favc^ of the JSowrboas. Put thou^ 
there w^ a g^acorsJlfi^iUng of molwchely regret, whi^ 
naturally ait^se ft^na compa^u^ the peaceful d^s of 
the Monarchy with those ef the Reign of Terrprr^ 
th« rule i^liouis the XYI. with that pi Bf^heisp^rr?, 
—the monory of former quiet and security with .^e 
more Yiicmi reccdleotions of blood and pluQd^i^'— still 
it s^ms to have existed radicar ia the state of a pre- 
dispositioa to form a roy^ par^^^ th^p f^ the priac^de 
pf one already existing. Fuel was lying ready to catch 
the flame of loyalty, but the miltch had act yet been 
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$pjll&bi ; and to counteract thb general tendency, 
there existed the most formidable obBtades* 

In the first place, we have shown already the cir* 
cumstances by which the Frmch armies were strong- 
ly attached to the name of the Republic, in whose 
cause all thar wars had been waged, and all th&x 
glory won ; by whose expeditious and energetic ad- 
ministration the military profession was benefited, 
wink they neither saw nor felt the misery ratsiled 
<m the nation at large. But the Frmch soldier had 
not only fought in fiiYour of Democracy, but actiTdy 
and directly.against Royalty. As Vive ta Republiqite 
was his war-cry, he was in La Vend6e^ on the Rhine, 
and elsewhere, met, encountered, and sometimes de- 
feated and dmea badk, by those who used the oppo- 
nte signal-word, Vwe le Rei. The Royalists were, in- 
deed, the most formidaUe opponents of the military . 
part of the French nation; and such was the animosity 
of the latt^ at this pmod to the idea of returning to 
the ancknt system, that if a general could have been 
found capaUe of playing the part of Mcmk, he would 
probaUy have experienced the fate of La Fayette and 
Dumouries. 

A second and almost insuperaUe objection to the 
restorati<m of the Bourbons, occurred in the exten- 
siye change of property that had taken place. If the 
exiled family had be^ recalled, they could not) at 
this very recent period, but have made stipulations 
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finr their daroled followers, and ianHed that the e^ 
tates forfated in thrir cause, should have been oom- 
pensated or restcnred ; and such a resumption weuld 
have inferred ruin to all the purchasers of national 
demesnes, and, in consequence, a general shodc to the 
security of property through the kingdom. 

The same argument applied to the church lands. 
TheMost Christian King couldnot resume his throne, 
widiout restoring the ecdesiastical establishment in 
part, if not in whole. It was impossiUe to calculate 
the mMs of persons of property and wealth, with their 
various connexions, who, as possessors of natkmal de- 
mesnes, that is, of the property of the diurdi, or of 
the emigrants, were bound by their own interest to 
oppose the restoration of the Bourbon fiimily . The 
revdutbnary government had followed the coarse, 
but striking and deeply pdkic, admonition of the 
Scottimh Reformer— '< Full down the nests,"" said 
Knox, when heurgedthemultitttdetodestroy churches 
and abbeys, ^' and the rooks will fly off."" The French 
govemm^at, by dilapidating and dispodi^ of the 
property of the emigrants and clei^, had estaUidi- 
ed an almost insurmountable barrier agnnst the re- 
turn of the original owners. The cavaliers in the 
great Civil War of England had been indeed fined, 
sequestrated, impoverished; but their estates were 
still, generally speaking, in their possession; andtibey 
retained, though under oppression and poverty, the 
influeimf of a national aristocracy, diminished, but not 
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aniuhiUted. la l^tMo^ tbut influ^iicci of i^ideiit 
pnq^flkffi bad ^ hem trfiii«f?rred to other Iwi4#f 
tenaewus in holdii^ what property they had acqui- 
red, and determmed to make good the defencf} of if; 
against those who daimed a prior r^ht. 

Lastly, the feioa and consoious recollections of those 
who held the chief power in France for the time,; in- 
duced them to ¥iew thmr own safety as deeply oompro^ 
mised 1^ any {wopositioii of restoring the exiled r^al 
family. This present sitting and n:Jing Conv^ntipii 
had put to dei^ Louis XVL,<^with what l^pe of 
safety could th^ install his brother on the throne? 
Thqr had f(»rmally, and in full conclave^ renounced 
belief in the exist^ce of a Deity-<^witb what consist* 
ence could they be accessory to rest<Nre a natbiml 
church ? Some remained republicans from their 
heart and upon conviction ; tod a great many mor^ 
of the deputes could not abjure democracy, without 
con&ssbg at the same time, that all the violent 
measures which they had carried through for the 
support of that system, ware so many great and trea- 
scmdUe crimes. 

These fears of a retributLve reaeticm were very gene<- 
rally fehinrthts Convention. The Thermidoriens, ill 
particular, who had kSJed Robespierre, and now r^gn- 
ed in his stead, had more substantial grounds of ap- 
prriiensicmfiomany dmnter-reri^tiimary movement, 
than even the body of the Represaitatives at large, 
many oi whom had been merely passive in scenes 
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wbare Birmi and Ti^lien had batn a^ve aganli* 
Tlie limidparty of ThePlammigbtbeoyeniwed bj 
the x«tiunuiig Prince; and the membegrs of the Girond- 
lata, who oovld indeed scarce be «<ud to exist as a par* 
ty, nug^t be safely despised But the Th^rmidoriens 
diMQselTea stood in a different predioamait. They 
were of ioqiortance enouj^ tQ attract both detestation 
and jealousy; they held power, which most be an ob- 
ject of distrust to the restored Monarch ; and they 
stood on precarious ground, betwjxt the hatied of the 
moderate party, who r^nembered them as colleagues of 
Bobespierre and Danton, and that of the JacolHns, 
who aa/w in TaUkn and Bairas deserters of that party, 
and the destroyers of the power of the Sans Culottes. 
They had, thereSore, just reason to fear, that, ^tripped 
of the power which they at joesent possessed, they 
might become ike unpkied and unaided sc^ie^goats, 
to expiate all the offences of the Revolutifm. 

Thus each fitvcmraUe sentimeit towards the cause 
of the Bourbons was opposed, I. By their unpo]^iln* 
rity withAe armies ; II. By the i^prehensions of the 
(XHifusion and distresB which must arise firom agene- 
ral change of prq^rty ; and III. By the cotnsoious 
fears of those influential persons, who conceired their 
own safety etmcevned in sustaining the republican 
model. 

Still the idea of m<H[i8rehy was so generally recei- 
ved as the simplest and best mode of once more re- 
establishing good order and a fixed govemment, that 
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iome statesmen proposed to resume the form, but 
change the dynasty. With this view, divers persons 
were suggested by those, who supposed that 1^ pass- 
ing over the legitimate heir to the crown, the dangers 
annexed to his rights and claims might be avoided, 
and the apprdiended measures of resumption and 
reaction might be guarded against. The son of the 
Duke of Orleans was named, but the infiuny of hb 
father clung to him. In another wild hypothesu, 
the Duke of York, or the Duke of Brunswick, were 
suggested as fit to be named constitutional Kings of 
France. The Abb6 Sieyes himself is said to have 
expressed himself in favour of the prince last named.* 

But without regarding the wishes or opinions of 
the people without doors, the Convention resolved to 
establish such a model of government as should be 
most likdy to infuse into a repuUic something of the 
stability of a monarchial estaUishment ; and thus at 
once repair former errors, and preserve an appear- 
ance of ccmsistency in the eyes of Europe. 

For this purpose eleven commissioners, chiefly 
selected amongst the former Girondists, were ap- 
pointed to draw up a new constitution upon a new 
principle, which waa to receive anew the universal 
adhesion of the French by acclamation and oath, and 
to fall, in a short time, under the same neglect which 

* The Memoin published under the name of Fouch^ make thU 
assertion. But although that work shows great intimacy with the 
secret history of the times, it is not to be implicitly relied upon. 
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bad atlended every preoediag model. Thif, U wtf 
understood, was to be so constructed, as to unite the 
consistency of a nuMiarchial goyemment with the 
name and fiHrms of a democracy. 

That the system now adopted by the French oom- 
misrioners m^ht bear a form corresponding to the 
destinies of the nation, and flattering to its vanity, it 
was borrowed from that of the R(»nan republic, an at- 
tempt to imitate which had already introduced many 
of the blunders and many of the crimes of the Re- 
volution. The executive power was lodged in a 
council of five persons, termed Directors, to whom 
were to be consigned the conduct of peac^and war, 
the execution of the laws, and the genial admini- 
stration of the government They were permitted 
no share of the Iqpslative authority. 

This arrangement was adopted tocmnply with the 
jealousy of those, who, in the individual person of a 
single Director, holding a situation similar to that of 
the Stadtholder in Holland, or the President of the 
United States, saw something too closely approach- 
ing to a monarchial government. Indeed, it is said, 
Louvet warned them against establishing such an 
office, by assuring them, that when they referred the 
chdce of the individual who was to hold it, to the na- 
tion at large, they would see the Bourbon heir elected. 
But the inconvenience of this pentarchy could not be 
disguised ; and it seemed to foUow as a necessary conse- 
quence of such a numerous executive council, eithcar 
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that there would be a schisin, and a minority and 
majority established in that pre-eminent body of the 
stAte, where unity and tigottt were t&icfly ireqiii0it&, 
or else that some one or two of the ablest and m06t 
crafty among the Directors would establish a supre- 
macy oyer the others, and use them less as their col- 
leagues than their dependants. The tegislators, how- 
ever, though they knew that the whole Roinan emiidre 
was found insufilcient to satiate the aptibition of three 
men^ yet appeared to hope that the concord and una- 
nimity of their five Directors might continue unbro- 
ken, though they had but one nation to govern ; and 
they dedded accordingly. 

The executive power being thus provided for, the 
Legislative Body was to consist of two councils ; one 
of Elders, as it was balled, servlhg as a House of 
Lords ; another of Youngers, which they termed, 
from its numlx^r, the Council of Five Hundred. Both 
were elective, and the difference of age was the only 
circumstance which placed a distinction betwixt the 
two bodies. The members of the Coundl of Fivie 
Hundred were to be at least twenty-five years old, a 
quidiflcation which, aflcer t^e seventh year of the Re- 
piibiic, was to rise to thirty years complete. In this 
assembly laws were to be drst proposed ; and, having 
received its approbation, they were to be referred to 
the Council of Ancients. The requisites to sit in 
the latter senate, were the age of fbrty years com- 
plete, and the being a married man or a widower. 
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Badielors, though above that age, were deemed unfit 
for legislation, perhaps from want of domestic expe- 

The Coundl of Ancients had the power of reject'^ 
ing the propositions laid before them by the Council 
of Fire Hundred, or, by adopting and approving 
them, that of passing them into laws. These regula* 
tions certainly gained one great point, in submitting 
each proposed legblative enactment to two separate 
bodies, and of course, to mature and deliberate con- 
sideration. It is true, that neither of the Councils 
had any especial character, or separate interest which 
could enable or induce the Ancients, as a body, to 
suggest to the Five Hundred a different principle 
of considering any proposed measure, from that 
which was likely to occur to them in their own pre* 
vious ddiberation. No such varied views, therefore^ 
were to be expected, as must arise between assem« 
bHes ccnnposed of persons who differ in rank or for« 
time, and 1 consequently view the same question in 
various and opposite lights. Still, delay and recon* 
^deration were att£uned, before the irrevocable fiat 
was in^osed upon any measure of consequence ; and 
so far much was gained. An orator was supposed 
to answer all objections to the system of the two 
Councils thus constituted, when he described that 
of the Juniors as being the Imagination, that of the 
Ancients as being the Judgment of the nation; the 
one designed to invent ai^ suggest national mea^ 
Vol. iiu 
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sures, the ofher to delibernte and decide upon them. 
This was, though liable to many objections^ an ing^ 
nious illustration indeed ; but an illustration is not 
an argument, though often passing current as such. 

On the whole, the form of At Constitution of the 
year 8, i. e. 1795, showed a greater degree of practi* 
cal efficacy, sense, and consistency, than any of dtoae , 
previously suggested ; and in the introduttion, though 
there was the usual proclamation of the Righto o£ 
Man, his Duties to the laws and to the social system 
were for the first time enumerated in manly and fi;^^ 
cible language, intimating the desire of the firalners 
of these institutions to put a stop to die continuatioii 
of revolutionary violence in future. 

But the Constitution, now promulgated, had a ble* 
mish common to all its predecessors ;— 4t was totally 
new, and unsanctioned by the experience either of 
France or any other country ; a mere experiment 
in politics, the result of which could not be known 
until it had heea put in exercise, and which, finr many 
years at least, must be necessarily less the ol:3ect <^ 
respect than of criticism. Wise legislators, even when 
lapse of time, alteration of manners, or increased libe- 
rality of sentiment, require corresponding alterations 
in the institutions of their fathers, are careful, as far 
as possible, to preserve the ancient form and charac* 
ter of those laws, into which they are endeavouring 
to infuse prindples and a spirit accommodated to the 
altered edgencies and tonper of the age. There is 
an enthuuasm in pa^otism as well as in religion. We 
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vibie itistUiitioiis, nol only b^caase they are ourUf 
\mi becitts^ ih^ hive bemt those of our fsdiers; and 
if a new Conititiition were to be ptetented to us, al- 
dM^iif^ perhaps theoretical^ showing more symme- 
try thm that by which the nation had been h»ig go- 
Temed, it would be as difficult to tninsfisr to it the 
aUegiaiice of the people, as it would be to subetitute 
the worship of a MadiHma, the work of modem art, 
fior the deyotum paid by the natives of Saragoeaa to 
th^ ancient PaUadium, Our Lady of the Pillar. 

But the C<mttitution of tfie year ^» with all itsde> 
ftctfl, would hftFo bera willingly veeeived Iqr the nn^ 
tion in geni^ral, as fitFmediwg eomo e^qui^ty from the 
revolutionary storm, had it not been for a selfish and 
usurping device of the Theraiidoriens to mudlate and 
render it nngatory at the very outset, by engrafting 
upon it the means of eontinuing tibeezensiseof thcor 
owM arbitrary authoit^* It must nev9X be £vgatten, 
that these cempierors of Eobespietre had scared all 
the excesses <^his party before they became his per- 
sonal enemies; and that whai deprived of their ofli« 
oiid situations and infiuraoe, which they were likdy 
to be by a representative body freely and fiurly elect- 
ed, they were certain to be ^xpose^ to great indivi- 
dual danger. 

Determined, therefore, to retain the power m their 
own hands, the Thermidortens su£Pered, with an indif- 
£»ence amounting dmost to cont^npt, the C<m8titu- 

VOL. III. K 
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tion to pass through, and be approved of by, the Con- 
vention. But, under pretence that it would be highly 
inopolitic to deprive the nation of the services of m^ 
accustomed to public business, they procured two de« 
crees to be passed ; the first ordaining the electoral 
bodies of France to choose, as representatives to the 
two coundls under the new Constitution, at least 
two- thirds of the members presently sitting in C(m- 
vention ; and the second declaring, that in defiudt of 
a return of two-thirds of the present deputies, as pre- 
scribed, the Convention themselves should fill up the 
vacancies out of their own body ; in other words, 
should name a large proportion of themselves tbdr 
own successors in legislative power. 

These decrees were sent down to the Primary As- 
sembli^ of the people, and every art was used to ren^ 
der them acceptaUe. 

But the nation, and particularly the city of Paris, 
generally revolted at this stretdi of arbitirary autho- 
rity. They recollected, that all the members who 
had sat in the first National Assembly, so remark- 
able fofr talent, had been declared indigiUe, on that 
dngle account, for the second L^islative Body ; and 
now, men so infinitely the inferiors of those who were 
the colleagues of Mirabeau, Mounier, and other great 
names, presumed not only to declare themselves eli- 
^ble by re-election, but dared to establish two-thirds 
of their number as indispensable ingredients of the 
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Li^^isbitive AssemblieB, whic^^ acoovdiag to the wofrdi 
alike' and' spirit of the X^^msdtation, oqj^t to be cho- 
smi by the free voice of the people. Thedectom, 
and particularly those of the serious of Paris, anr 
grily ^manded to know, upon what pnUio services 
the deputies of the Convention founded thdr title to 
a privilege so unjust and aiumialous. Among ^ the 
flKHre active part of them, to whom the measure was 
chiefly to be ascribed, they saw but a few refim^ed 
Terrorists, who wished to retain the power rf tyran- 
ny, though disposed to Exercise it with some d^^ree 
of moderation, and the loss of whose places nught be 
possibly followed by that of their heads; intheothmss^ 
they only beheld a flock of timid and discountenan- 
ced Helots, willing to purchase personal security at 
the sacrifice of personal honour and duty to the 
public; while in the Convention as a body, who pro- 
nounced so large a proportion of their number as indis* 
pensable to the service of the state, judging from their 
ccmduct hitherto, diey could but discover an image 
composed partly of iron, partly of clay, deluged with 
the blood of many thousand victims — a pageant with- 
out a will of its own, and which had been capable of 
giving its countenance to the worst of actions, at the 
instigation of the worst of men — a sort of Moloch, 
whose name had been used by its priests to compel 
the most barbarous sacrifices. To sum up die whole, 
these experienced men of public business, without 
whose intermediation it was pretended the national 
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tflUrs c6tild ml be Mnied <m, could only thdter 
thetiMehrefl horn the chairge of unbounded wickedness, 
by pleading their unMmited cowardice, and by poorly 
alleging that for two years they had sat, voted, and 
^yiberated, under t^ system of compulsion and terror. 
80 nmdi meanness rendered those who were d^ra- 
ded by it unfit, not merely to rule, but to live ; and 
yet two^thkds of thdr number were, according to 
thar own decrees, to be intruded on the nation as an 
indispensable portion of its representatives. 

Such was the language hdd in the assemUies of 
ihe sections of Park, who were the more urritated 
i^ainst the domineering and engrossing spirit ex- 
hibited in these usurping enactm^ts, because it was 
impossible to forget that it was their interference, 
and the protection affor^bd I7 their Natiimal Guard, 
which had saved the Conventbn from m«»acre on 
more occasions than one. 

In the meanwhile, reports continued to be made 
ftom the Primary Assemblies, of thdr adhesion to the 
constitution, in which they were almost unanimous, 
and of their sentiments concerning the two decrees, 
authorising and commanding the re-election of two- 
thirds of the Convention, on which there existed 
a strong difference of opinion. The Convention, 
determined, at all rates, to carry through with a high 
hand the iniquitous and arbitrary measure which they 
proposed, failed not to make these reports such as 
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ibdf 4etb»ed Oma to be, amdmawmotA dmilim 
%mo dcdttM had been accepted by a majority ef the 
Primary Aasemhliro The citiaeu <tf Paris ehdkn- 
ged the aeciira(7 of the vetiinis---aU^ged that the ^ 
ports weie fekified— dewandeJ a aciutiDy, and open- 
ly bU defiaiice to the CenventieB. Their power of 
Meeta^ together in their eeetions, on aooount of the 
ap p eal to the people, gnre them fit opportonity of 
fioelkig dim own aticngth, and enewieaging eadi 
other by speeches and applawtrs They were finr- 
ther emfaoldfiBed and animated by men of literary 
talmt, whose power -was itsteeed with the liberty of 
the press. Finally, they dedtfed their sittings per- 
manent, and that they had the r%ht to protect the li- 
berties of Fiance. Thegreaterpart of the National 
Gnaxds were united on this occasion i^^ainst the exist* 
inggoyemment ; and nothing less was talked o^ dian 
Ant they should arail themselyes of dieir arms and 
numbers, mavdi down to the TuiUeries, and dictate 
law to the Convention with their mudcets, as the re» 
voludimary mob of the suburbs used to do with thdr 
pikes. 

The Conventien, mqpopular themselyes, and em* 
barked in an unpopular cause, began to lode anxbua- 
ly around for assistance. They chiefly relied on the 
aid of about fiye thousand regular troops, who were 
assembled in and around Paris. These declared for 
government with the greater readiness, that the insur- 
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recticm was of a character decidedly aristocratical, and 
that the French armies, as abeady repeatedly no- 
ticed, were attached to the Republic But besides, 
these professional troops entertained the usual de- 
gree of contempt for the National Guards^ and on 
this account alone were quite' ready to correct the in- 
solence of the pekins^^ or muscadinsy^' who usurped 
the dress and character of soldiers. The Gonrention 
had also the assistance of several hundred artillery- 
men, who, since the taking of the Bastille, had been 
always zealous dembdrats. Still apprehensLve of the 
result, they added to this force another of a more omi- 
nous description. It was a body of volunteers, consist- 
ing of about fifteen hundred men, whom they chose 
to denominate die Sacred Band, or the Patriots of 
1789. They were gleaned out of the suburbs, and 
from the jftils, the riemhants of the msurxectional bat- 
talions which had formed the body-guard of Hebert 
and Robespierre, and had been the instruments by 
which they executedlheir atrocities. The Convention 
proclaimed thetn men of the 10th of August— un- 
doubtedly they were also men of the massacres of 
September. It was conceived that the beholding 
such a pack of bloodhounds, ready to be let loose. 



• Pekins, a word of cpntcmpt, by which the soldiers distinguished 
those who did not belong to their profession. ' 

t Muicadinsy fops^a phrase applied to the better class of Sam 
CiUoiieu 
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might inspire homnr h^^die xskuensof Paris, to 
wbwi tlieir yery^ aqp^ct boroti^t so many femdUl re- 
collections. It did so, .Imt it ako inspbred hatred ; 

for Ae fiuy of the Terrorists, and finr die superuHT dia- 
cipUne of the r^plar troc^ to be employed against 
t^iem, promised an arduous and doujbtfiil conflict. 

Much, it was obvious, must depend upon the cou- 
rage and conduct of the leaders. ... . 

The sections employed, as theur conunandci^itt- 
chi^f. General Danican, an old officer of no high re- 
putation for military skill, but otherwise a wcHrthy and 
sincere man. The Convention at first made choice of 
Menou, and directed him, supported by astrong mili- 
tary fierce, to march into the section Le Felletier, and 
disarm the National Guards of that, district. This 
section is one of the most wealthy, and of course 
most aristocratic, in Paris, being inhabited.by bank- 
ers, merchants, the wealthiest dass of tradeanen, and 
the better coders in general Its inhabitants had 
formerly composed the battalion of National Guards 
des Filles Saint Th<»nas, the only one which, taking 
part in the defence of the Tuillmes, shared the fate 
of the Swiss Guards upon the memorable 10th of 
August. The section centinued to^ aotertain senti- 
ments of the same character, and when Menou sqp- 
peared at the head of his forces, accompanied by La 
Porte, a member of the Convention, he found the 
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chwBM undtt «nm, «M)««diil)ittaig tadi a show of 

wMMot vcMittiag aa «tli^ opcHB them. 

M<ma^ iadMukm tboired that he «m HM * mb 
SHited to die times, Mid he we» ftua)k»M[«d k<m his 
ootmMiid by die CovreatioB^ tad. filaMd tmda ». 
lest. Thegeiieiri»«BigMneDt<jf«fflnw,«iidthedfc 
ttetimofthftCotivaitioMl&iees, was then oomtintted 
to Bams ; bat the utSMSt andety ptet^ed araeng 
the iienben«f tfae«onmitlees by when gorenittait 
*•» adnriiustctKdj to fiad a General of nerve and 
dedsifflu eno^h to act tmd^ Banas, in Ae a<;tttal 
cosMn«d of the miUtary fowe, in a service so d^eate, 
and times 80 nenadng. It was then that a few wwds 
ftWH Banras, addvessed tohis ooUeagaes, Camot and 
Tallien, decided «he ftte of Europe for well nigh 
t»»«i*y years. « I fa«*e the man*" he swd, «♦ whom 
yottwaat« a little Cmsiean officer, who will not stand 
«paB«ereM«Dy.'' 

The aoqai^Btaate of Barras and Buoni^Ntrte had 
hen, as we have abeady said, formed at the siege of 
To»don, and the fomer had Botroi«otten the inven. 
tivB «ndde«iaiv«g«idas of the young offioer to whom 
the conquest afAatcitywaa to be ascribed. On the 
«*«»»«««idaiion of Batras, Booaaparte was sent for. 

He had witnessed the rettt« of Meaou, and expkim. 
«d with much simplidty the causes of that check, 
and the modes of fesistaBee which ought to be adopt- 
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cd in case of the apfmhended atladu HU cxptauu 

liaiis gKf9 gatiifcctieM. B«mip«rte wm placed at 

die head of the C m nf eaAm A forees, and took aM 

^ neceseary {veeautiaiM to definndthe saMe pidaee 

wUch he had seen attached ad earned bj « body of 

uMoigeiits on the lOdi of Augvat But he peaaMf. 

ed Auf More fimmdaUe inoaDS of defence Aan were 

in the power of the unfcHrtmate Louie. He had 

two hunched pieces of camion, which Ins high miti- 

tary doH enabled Imn to distrHmte to the utmoat ad- 

vaantage. He had nuNre than five thoosand regolar 

fiifees, and about ftkeen hundred y^unteers. He was 

tims oaaUed to defend the wfade drcuit of the Tuil- 

leries ; to establish posts in all the aT^ues by which 

it could be approached ; to possess himself of the 

bridges, so as to prevait oo^qMaration betwe^i Uie 

sections wUcb lay atk the oj^MMite banks of the riiiw ; 

and finally, to establish a strong reserve in the Place 

Louis Quinse, or, as it was then called. Place de la 

Revolution. Buonaparte had only a few hours to 

make all these arrangem^its, for he was named in 

plaoe of Menou late on the night before the conflict. 

A merely dvic army, having no cannon, (for the 

fieldf-pieees, of whidh eadi seetien poaseeaed two, had 

been ahnost all {pven up to the C<mvention after the 

disarming the suburb of Saint Antoine,) ought to 

have respected so strong a position as the Tuilleries, 

when so formidably defended. Their policy should 
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hare been, as in the days of Hemry II., to have bar- 
ricaded the streets at every p(»nt, and cooped up die 
Conventional troops within the dedEmsive position 
they had assumed, till want of provisions obliged 
thm to sally at disadvantage, or to surrender. But 
apopular force is generaUy impatient of delay. The 
retreat of Menou had given them spirit, and diey 
apprehended, with some show of reason, that the sec- 
tions, if they did not unite their forces, might be at- 
tacked and disarmed separately. They therefore 
resolved to invest die Convention in a hostile man- 
ner, require of the members to recall the obnoxious 
decrees, and allow the nation to make a free and un- 
dictated electi<m of its representative. 

On the 13th Vendemaire, corresponding to the 
4th October, the civil affiray, commonly called the 
Day of the Sections, took place. The National 
Guards assembled, to the number of thirty thousand 
men and upwards, but having no artillery. They 
advanced by different avenues, in dose columns, but 
everywhere found die most formidable resistance. 
One large force occupied the quais on the left bank 
of the Seine, direatening the palace from that side 
of the river. Anodier strong divisbn advanced 
on the TuiUeries, through the steeet of St Honor6, 
designing to debouche on the palace, where the 
Convention was sittbg, by the Rue de r£chellft. 
They did so, without duly reflecting that they were 
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flanked on most points by strong posts in the lanes 
and crossings, defended by artillery. 

The contest began in the Rue St Honor6. Boo- 
naparte had established a strong post irith two 
guni^ at the Cul-^Sac Dauphine, opposite to die 
Chnrdi of St Roche. He permitted the imprudent 
Parisians to inyolve thdr long and dense columns 
in the narrow street without interruption, until 
th^ established a body of grenadiers in the front 
of. the church, >^ opposite to the podtion at the 
Cul-de-Sac; Each party, as usual, throws on the 
other the blame of commencbg the civil onitest for 
which both were prepared. But all agree the firing 
commenocd with musketry. It was instantly follow- 
^ by discharges of grape^ot and cannister, which, 
pcMttted as the guns were, upon thick columns of the 
Naticmal Guards, arranged on the quays and in the 
narrow streets, made an astounding carnage. The 
National Guards i>ffered a brave resbtance, and even 
attempted to rush on the artillery, and carry the guns 
by mam force. But a measure which is desperate 
enough in the open field, becomes impossible when 
the road to assault lies through narrow streets, which 
are swept by the cannon at every discharge. The 
Citizens were compelled to give way. By a more ju« 
dicious arrangement of their respective forces dif. 
ferent results might have been hoped ; but how 
could Danican in any circumstances have competed 
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wUh Bmmpvtiel The affiur, in which gev&ttl hum 
dred men were killed and wounded, was tenninaled u 
agmeral action in about an hour; andtbevieliorioiu 
troopg of the ConventbD^ nwrching into the diffiBsent 
seoticmsi, e<»q:^ted the cbspennon and diaanaii^ of 
Ibmr opponents, all operatien which lasted till late 
at night 

The Convaition used diis vbtory with the mode- 
ration whidi recoUectfon of the Reign of Terror had 
inspired. Oaij two persoi^ suffared death for the 
Day of the Sections. One of them. La Fond, had 
been a Garde de Corps, was distinguidied for ins in- 
trepidity, and repeatedly ralUed die National Guard 
imdortheaterm dfgrape-shi^ Sereral other peEsmu 
having fled, wese in their absence capitally condemn- 
ed, but were not strictly looked after; and depeir- 
tation was the punishment inflicted upon others. 
The accused were indebted for this clemency chiefly 
to the interference of those members of Convention, 
who, themsdves exiled on the Slst of May, had snf- 
fered persecution, and learned mercy. 

The Convention showed themselves at the same 
time liberal to their protectors. Greneral Berruyer, 
who commanded the volunteers c^ 1789, and other 
generid officers employed on the Day of the Sections, 
were loaded with praises and prefermait. But a se- 
parate triumph was destined to Buonaparte, as the 
hero of the day. Five days after the battle, Barras 
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soUdtecl the attention of the Convention to the yonng 
<rfteer9 by whose prompt and ddlful dispositkms the 
Tnflkfies had been protected on the ISth Vende- 
mme, and proposed that they should approve e£ 
Greneral Bnonaparte^ appointment as seeoi^ in com- 
mand of the Anny of the Interbr, Bairae himsdf 
still remaining commander-in-chief. The proposal 
was adopted by acclamation. The Conrention re- 
tained their resentment against Menon, whom they 
suspected of treachery ; but Buonaparte interftring 
as a ttefiator, they were content to look over his 
oronee. 

After tfiis decided triumph over their of^Kments, the 
CotavenKlon bstenmbly laid down their authority, and 
retiring from the scene in thdr present chaKacter,iip. 
peared upon it anew in that <^a Primary Assembly, 
in order to make c^ice <^such of thar members as, 
by virtue q£ the decrees of two^thirds, as they were 
called, were to remain on the stage, as members of 
Uie Legidattve Coumals of Elders and Five Hun- 
dred. 

After this change of names and dresses, resemUing 
the shifts of a strolling company of players, the two- 
thirds of the old Convention, widi one-third of 
members newly elected, took upon them the admini- 
stration of the new constitution. The two re-elect- 
ed thirds formed a large [Nropordon of the coun- 
cils, and were, in some respects, much Uke those 
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unforttmate women, who, gathered from jails and 
from the' streets of the metropolis, have beensinne- 
times sent out to foreign settlements ; and, however 
profligate their former lives may have been, often 
regain character, and become tolerable members of 
society, in a change of sc^ie ami situation. 

The Dhectory consisted of Barras, Sieye8,Reub^, 
Latoumeur de la Manche, and RevdUiere Lepaux, 
to the exclusion of Tallien, who was deeply offended. 
Four of these Directors were reformed JacoUns, or 
Thermidoriens ; the fifth, Reveilliere Lepauz, was 
esteemed a Girondist. Sieyes, whose taste was rather 
for speculating in politics thlm acting in them, de« 
dined what he considered a hazardous oHice,' and 
was replaced by Camot. 

The nature of the insurrection of the Sections was 
not ostairihly royidist, but several of its leaders w»e 
of that party in secret, and, if successftd, it would 
most certainly have assumed that complexion. , Thus, 
the first step of Nitpoleon^s rise commenced by the 
destruction of the hopes of the House of Bourbon, 
under the reviving influence of which, tw^ty years 
afterwards, he himself was obliged to succumb. But 
the long path which closed so darkly, was now open- 
ing upon him in light and joy. Buonaparte's high 
services, and the rank which he had obtained, ren- 
dered him now a young man of the first hope and 
expectation, mingling on terms of consid^ation 
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among the rulers of the state, instead of being re- 
garded as a neglected stranger, supporting himself 
with difficulty, and haunting public offices and bu- 
reaux in vain, to obtain some chance of preferment, 
or even emplojrment 

From second in command, the new General soon 
became Gen«ral4n-chief of the Army of the Interior, 
Barras having found his duties as a Director w^ 
incompatible with those of military command. He 
employed his genius, equally prompt and profinmd, 
in improving the state of the military forces ; and, in 
order to prevent the recurrence of such insurrections 
as that of the 18th Vendemaire, or Day of the Sec- 
tions, and as the many others by which it was prcr 
ceded, he appointed and oi^anized a guard for the 
protection of the Representative Body. 

As the dearth (^ bread, and other causes qtJdB-' 
afifection, continued to produce commotions in Paris, 
the General of the Interior was sometimes obliged 
to oppose them with die militiury force. On one 
occasion, it is said, that when Buonaparte was 
anxiously admonishing the multitude to disperse, 
a very bulky woman exhorted them to keep tiieir 
ground. ^^ Never mind these coxcombs with the 
epaulettes,"^ she said; <^ they do not care if we are 
all staifVed, so they themselves feed and. get fat."" — 
^^ Look at me, good woman,^ said Buonaparte, who 
was ti]»n as thin as a shadow, '^ and tell me which is 
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the filter of U8 two.^ Thk turned the Itugh agaiiist 
the AmasoD, and the rabble dispeirsed in good-hu- 
mour. If not among the most dbtinguished of Na* 
poleon^s Yictories, this is certunly worthy of record, 
as achieved at the least cost. 

Meantime ctroomstances, which we will rdate ac- 
cording to his own statement, introduced Buona- 
parte to an acquaintance, which was destined to hare 
much influence on his ftiture fate. A fine boy, of t^ 
or twelve years <dd, presented himself at the levee of 
the General of the Interior, with a request of a na« 
ture unusually interesting. He stated Us name to 
be Eugene Beauhamm, son of the ei^^devant Vi- 
comte de Beauhamois, who, adhering to the revo- 
lutionary party, had been a general in the Republi- 
can service upon the Rhine, and falling under the 
causeless suspicion of the Committee of Public Safe- 
ty, was ddivered to the Revolutionary Tribunal, and 
fell by its sentence just four days before the overthrow 
of Robespierre. Eugene was c<»ne to request of Buo- > 
naparte, as General of the Interior, tJiat his father^s 
sword might be restored to him. The prayer of the 
young supj^cant was as interesting as his manners 
were engaging, and Napoleon felt so much int^est in 
him, that he was induced to cultivate the acquaint- 
ance of Eugene^s mother, afterwards the Empress 
Josephine. 

This lady was a Creolian, the daughter of a planter 
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in St Dotningo. Her name at full length was Mari^ 
Joseph Rose Tascber de la Pagerie. She had suf- 
ftred her share of revolutionary miseries. After her 
husband, Goieral Beaubarnois, had been deprived of 
Ills command, Ae was arrested as a suspected person, 
and detained in prison till the general liberatioD, which 
succeeded the revolution of 9th TbermidcNr. While 
in confinement, Madame Beauhamois had formed «n 
intimacy with a companion in distress, Madame Fon- 
tenai, now Madame Tallien, from which riie derived 
great advantages after her friend^s marriage. With 
a remarkably graceful person, amiable manners, and 
an inexhaustible fund of good-humour, Madame 
Beauhamois was formed to be an ornament to sockty . 
Barras, the Thermidorien hero, himself an ex-noUe, 
ivas fond of society, desirous of enjoying it on an 
agreeable scale, and of washing away the dregs which 
Jacobinism had mingled with aHihe dearest interests 
of life. He loved show, too, and pleasure, and m^h't 
now indulge both without the risk of falling under 
^e suspicion of incivism, which, in the reign of 
Terror, would have been incurred ly any attempt to 
intermingle elegance with the enjoyments of social in* 
iteroourse. At theapfflrtments which he ooeupied, as 
"one of the Directorjr, in the Luxemburg Palace, he 
gave its free course to his natural taste, and assembled 
an agreeable society of both sexes. Madame Tallien 
,and her friend formed the sovdof these assemblies, and 
VOL. in. r 



Digitized 



by Google 



it W9» »uppp««d tkmX BarKim wmkoot i nwi iih ki to iIh 
obarms of Madanae Bcfmbaraoisr-A riucopiir whicb 
;wii8 likel; to ms^ wJietb^r with or w^hout fooiida. 
licni. 

When Madame Bfsi^ubarooU and O^oeral BuoDa- 
ifWfi0 becapcie intimate^ the latter a5$ur69 u$» and w? 
Me no reason to doubt him, that altliough the Udj 
was two pr three yeans «ilder than himself,* yet being 
Itill in the full bloom of beauty, and extreafnely egrc^ 
able in her manners, be was induced, solely by her 
penpn4 charms, to make her an offer of his hand, 
h^^, and fortunes,*— little supposing^ of course, to 
what a pitch the latter were to arise. 

Although he himself is said to have been a fatalist, 
believing in destiny and in the influence of his atatt, 
h^ knew nothing, probably, of the predic^n of a 
,aegro sori^ress, who, while Marie Joseph was but a 
child, prophesied ^e should rise to a dignity greater 
ithan that of a queen, yet fall from it before her death.f 



* Bn«iiapftrt« was then in bis iwentj-shcth year» Jostpbitie gave 
,h^r«Blf la tb? nuMaruige eontmct for twency^ht 

f^ A lady of liigh rank, 'who happened to live for some time in the 
'same convent at Paris, where Josephine was also a pensioner or 
lK>4f«br) hend bac* me^ion llie propheey, and told it heraelf is te 
ai^thor, Just about the time ^f the Italian expedition, when Buona- 
parte was beguming to attract notice. Another clause is usually added 
W(he predietion — diat the party whom it eoneenied shotild die hi all 
hospital, which was afterwards «spUined as reforciog to Malmaison. 
This the author did not hear from the same authority. The lady 
-mentioned used to speak in the highest terms of tht simple manners 
and great kindness of 3Iadamc Beauharnois. 
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This was oM<tftliQM^i«iie •af»riet^ iMiveMi at 

oofofonniogeveiit Bat wiifcaiii traatiog ta the Affit 
en s^if Ps piedicliQiH lusfemMifte s^jrh^^ft fomM 
Ms mtdi under the wftipmB of Mifailiw 4MI:weU if 
loire. The OKu^tg &fad4|iie neauhanKM Vif:« 
vwan of uBitinghia fortMM With, tban^.qf SMmi 
and Tatiien, the first of whom ; gftytxntA Vmntm m 
one of the Dkeetimi; and the lant, frmm 4aklUi 
and fx>litical eomexioas^ httd a^urceljr lelerHMr kh 
fluence. He had alrtadj deservied ir^ of }b^ ffV 
his conduct on the Day of the Sections, but he Jfequi- 
red their countenance to rise still higher ; and Irith- 
out derogating from the bride^s merits, we may sup- 
pose her influence in ^beir society correspoiided with 
the views of h^ lover. . If is. hdwever, certain,.tbit 
he always regarded her with peculiar affection ; that* 
he relied on her fate, which he considered as linke4 
with and strengthening his own'; and reposed, besides, 
considerable confidence in Josephine'^s tact and ad- 
dress in political business. She had at all times the 
art of mitigating his temper, and turning aside the 
hasty determinations of his angry moments, not by 
directly opposing, but. by gradually parrying and dis- 
arming them. It must be added to -her great praise, . 
that she was always a willing, and often a successful 
advocate, in the cause of humanity, 
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They were matried 9ib Mareh 1796; and the 
dowery of the bride was the chief commaiid of the 
Italian armies, a scene which opened a fttll career to 
the ambition of the youdiful General. Buonaparte 
remained with his wife only three days after his mar* 
Hage, hastened to see his family, who were i^U at 
Marseilles, and, having enjoyed the pleasure of ex« 
Mbiting himself as a favoorite of Fortune in the dty 
which he had lately left in the capad^ of an indi«* 
gent adventurer, proceeded rapidly to commence the 
career to which Fate called him, by placing himsdf 
at the head of the Italian army. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ne JlIp9-^^FB0ling9 and FMt ^ Bwmaparte m being op* 
pohM to ike Cmmmkli^the Arn^ of Ita^^-Cfenenii J€m 
count of hit new Prineipke ^ Warfare — MounUUnoue 
Countries pecuHoTfy fhvomrable to them, — Retroepeet of 
MUkary Proceedmge einee October l79S,'^Boetiiitif tfiko 
French Government to the Popc-^Maeeaere ^ the Frendk 
Envoy BaseemUe^ at Rome. — Austrian Army under Beau* 
lieu, — Napoleon* » Plan for entering Itafy^-Battle of Monte 
NoUe, and Bmonaparte'e Jiret Vietory^Ayain d^feaie the 
Auetriane at Milleeimo^and again under CoUi — Takeepoe^ 
session of Cherasoo^^Kingof Sardinia requests an Armistice, 
which leads to a Peace, conduded on very severe Terms,-^ 
Goeeofthe Piedmontese Campaign^^Napoleon's Charmoter 
at this period. 

Navoleok has himself observedf that no country 
in the world is more dbtinctly marked out by its 
natural boundaries than Italy, Th^ Alps seem a 
barrier erected by Nature hersdf, on which die has 
inscribed in gigantic characters, <* Here let Ambi- 
tion be staid**^ Y^ this tremendous circumvaUation 
of mountains, as it cpuld not inrevent the andent 
Homans from breaking out to desolate the world, so 
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it has been tn like manner found, ever since the days 
of Hannibal, unequal to protect Italy herself from 
invasion. The French nation, in the times of which 
we treat, spoke indeed of the Alpi as a natural 
boundary, so far as to authorise them to claim all 
which lay on the western side of these mountains, as 
naturally pertainiig to their dominions ; but they 
never deigned to respect them as such, when the 
queidoh resfieeted their invadiiig on their own piil 
{he territories of other states, which lay on or beyond 
the formidable firpixtier. They assumed the law of 
natural limits as an uflchalleD|;cable rale wb^a it 
made in favour of France, but never allowed it to be 
iyi|oted against her interest. 

During the Revolutionary War, tkt general dr. 
tune of battle had varied from time to time in the 
neighbourhood of these mighty boundaries. The 
King of Sardinia possessed almost all the fortresses 
which command the passes on these mountains, itnd 
had therefore been sidd to wear the keys of the Alps 
111 his girdle. He had indeed lost his Dukedoisi of 
^voy, and the County of Nice, in the last aaa». 
|>itigQ; but he still mailitaified in of^MMition tolte 
Freiieh a very con^derable array, and was s»|^Mirt- 
•ed by Ms pdwerfal ally di» Emptor of Austria, al- 
ways vigilant regarding that rich and beavtifiil por- 
tion <tf his dominioas which lies hi the north ^ Italy. 
The frontiers of Pie<hacnt were therefecv covered 
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b)f « imiag> Awdro-SftrdinUui army, oj^posed to th« 
Fraich armies to whidi Napoleon had been just 
named Commander-iiMsbief; A strong NeiqfMditpm 
ferte was also to be added, so that ia geaeral iium« 
bers their opponents were mudi superior to the 
Frtnc^i but a grait part of this feree wae cooped 
up in garrisons trbieh eocdd not be abandoned. 

It may be imagined with what delight the Oene. 
rid> soarce aged twenty^wc, advanced to an inde- 
pendent field of glory and conquest, confident in bis 
own powers^ and in the per£sct knowledge of the 
ooimtry, which he had aequited when, by his seien* 
1^ fdais of the caaspaign, he had enabled Genaral 
Ilnmorbion to dnve the Austrtaas back, and obtain 
possesMOQ of the Col di Tende, Saorgio, and the 
gorges of the higher Alps. Buonaparte's adiieve^ 
m^its bad hitherto been under the auspices of others. 
He made the disposilioos before Toulon, but it was . 
Dugommier who had the credit of taking the placa 
Dumorbion, as we bare just said, obtained the me- 
rit 1^ tbe advantages in Ptedaoont. Bven in the 
eivil tmrmoil of 13 Vendemaire, his actual scarvices 
had been overshadowed by the ofiicial canity of 
Barras, as CommAnder-in-ehief. But if he reaped 
•honour in Italy, the success would be exeluftvely 
his own ; and chat proud heart must have throbbed 
-io meet danger upon such terms ; that keen spirk 
have t<nled to dtseofiM' the MttiM tif success. 
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' For victory, he relied diiefly upon a systom of 
lAoltcs hilherta unprsetbed in war, or at imat wpom 
'any connderable or tiniform. scale. It may not be 
uaneoeMary to panse^ to take a genend view of 4ke 
priodplea which he now called ioto action. 
: Nations in the savage ititate, beti^ constaidtly en-* 
gaged in war, always form for Uiemsekes some p^ 
ciiiiar mode of fi^tii^, suited to the country they 
inhabit, and to the mode in which they are armed^ 
The N<»rth.Ameiican Indian beocnnes formidable a» 
a rifleman or sharpshooter, lays ambuscades in his 
pathless forests, and practises all the arts of irregular 
war. The Arab, or Scythian, manceuvres his douda 
of cavalry, so as to envelope and destroy his enemy 
in his deserts by sudden onsets, nq[Md retreats, and 
unexpected rallies; desolating the country anmiid, 
cutting off his antagonist's suj^lies, and practising, 
. in short, the species of war proper to a people supe- 
rior in U^t cavalry* 

- The first stage of eiviUaation is less favourable to 
•ttccess in war. As a nation advances in the peaoefttl 
arts, and the character of the soldier bf^[ins to be 
less fwiUiarly united mik that c^ the ciliieo, this 
aystem dT natural tactics fidls out of practice ; and 
wb^ foreign invasion, <Mr civil broils, call the inha- 
Intants to arms^ they have no idea save that <^ find- 
ing out the enemy, rushing upon him, and commit^ 
ting the. event to superior slrei^ftb, bravery, or num- 
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borg, AneKMipieiiiaybeaeMuilhegMiiiCivilWAr 
of England, wli^re vmm fought on bolh sides^ ia aU 
WMSi wery county- of the kiiigcloiD> without any conu * 
luaatioDf or ejLact i4ea of uniting in mutual support^ 
or manoeuvxing so as to form thor insulatfd bindk 
iiUoanannyof pre|x»Kkfmtingfi)roa. Atlaas^whal 
was aUflinpted fot that purpose must have been oa 
the rudest plan possible^ whece» even in actual %hty 
<bat part of an army which obtained any advanUge, 
pursued it as far aa they could^ instead of using 
thw success far the sufqport of thdr ccmipanions ;.so 
that the main body was often defeated when a victo* 
rious wing was in pursiut of those whom their first 
onset had broken. 

But as war becomes a profession, and a subject of 
deep study, it is gradually discovered, that the priA- 
ciples of tactics depend upou mathematical and arith* 
metical science ; and that the commander will be vieto* 
rious who can assemble the greatest number of forces 
upon the same point at the same moment, notwith* ■ 
standing an inferimty of numbers to the enemy when 
the general force is computed on both sides. No man 
ever possessed in a greater degree than Buon^partsv 
the power of calculaUon and comlunation necessary 
for directing such decittve manoeuvres. ItconsUtuted 
lodeed his seciet-*-«s it was for some time called--^ 
.and that secret consisted in an imagination fertile 
in expedients which would never have occurred to 
17 
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othef • ; ckwMis and prtckioti in fonMfighii fd«nit ; 
a mode of dkceoi^ with eertmty Hie separate mo- 
ving oolnauis which ware to eiceeate them, by at- 
Mi^ii^ so, thai each diviiie«i dtouM arrive on tite 
destined position at the &utct time when their service 
was necessary ; and i^iove all, iff the kiK>wled|e;e whieh 
aydiled sudi a master^sfHrit to ehoose die most 
At&ag tttbordinale implemettts, to attadt them to his 
person, and, by ezj^aining to them so mtich of' his 
plan as it was necessary each should execute, to ae« 
enre the exfertion of their utmost ability in carrying 
it into eflfect. 

Thus, not only were his mattteuvres, however da- 
ring, executed with a preciuon which warlike opera- 
tions had not attained befoie his time ; but they were 
abo performed with a celerity which gave them almost 
always the efiisct of surprise. Napoleon was like 
Hghtning in the eyes of his enemies ; and when re- 
peated experience had taught them to expect this 
portentous rapidity of movement, it sometimes in- 
duced his opponents to wait, in a dubiotis and he- 
sitating posture, for attacks, which, with less appre- 
bensiimof thcsr antag<mist, they would have thought 
it more prudent to frustrate and to anticipate. 

Great sacrifices were necessary to enable the French 
troops to move with that degree of celerity whicii 
Buonaparte's combinattoiis require, ffe made no 
allowance for impediment^ or unexpected olwtacles ; 
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die time wMch he had calcuUt^ for eseecutton «^ 
manomrreB prescribed, in» on no account to b« ex« 
ceeded— every saerifice was to be made of baggage* 
stragglers, even artillerj, rather than the e<4ttfiin 
should arrive too late at the print of its dastinataoa. 
Hettoe, all that haci hitherto been eoniidered as ea*- 
sential not only to the health, but to the vtry exiit*^ 
ence of' an army, was in a great measure dispensed 
with in the French service ; and, for the first tiine» 
troops were seen to take the field without tents, wiUt^ 
out camp-equipage, without magazines of provisions, 
without military hospitals ;—^he soldiers eating t» 
they could, sleeping where they could, dying where 
diey could ; but still advandng, still combating, and 
still victorious. 

It is true, that the abandonment of every dbjaet^ 
save success in the field, augmented frightfully all 
the usual horrors of war. Hie soldier, with arms in 
h(s hands, and wanung bread, became a marauder in 
self-defence ; and, in supplying his wants by rapine, 
£d mischief to the inhabitants in a degree infinitely 
beyond the benefit he himself received ; for it may 
be said of military requisition, as truly as of despot^ 
ism, that it resembles the proceedings of a savage, 
Wbo cuts down a tree to come at the fruit. Still, 
though purchased at a high rate, that advantage was 
giuned by this rapid system of tactics, wbiefa id a 
slower progress, during winch the soldier was re« 
gularly maintained, and kept under the restn^t of 
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cliscipliiie, might liave beea r^idered doubtfulw It 
wasted tlie army through disease, fiitigue, and aU the 
oo&sequences of want and toil ; but stiU the victory 
was attained, and that was ^Eiough to make the sur- 
vivors forget thw hardships, and to drawlbrth new 
recaruks to replace the fallen. Patient of labours, 
light of heart and temper, and elated by success l)e- 
yond all pmnful recollections, the French soldiers 
w«re the very men calculated to execute this despe* 
rate speciea of service undar a chief, who, their sa- 
gadty soon discovered, was sure to lead to victory all 
those, who could sustain the hardships by which it 
was to be won. 

The character of the mountainous countries, 
among which he was for the first time to exercise 
bis SjNStem, was highly .favourable to fiuonaparte^s 
views. Presenting many lines^ and defensible poo- 
tions, it induced the Austrian generals to became sta« 
tionary, and occupy a con^derable extent of gvound, 
according to their old system of tactics. Bat though 
abounding in such portions as might at first si^it 
i^eem absolutely impregnable, and were too often trust- 
ed to as such, the mountaini^ also exhibited to the 
sagacious eye of a great Captain, gorges, defiles^ and 
difficult and unsuspected points of access, by which 
he could turn the positions that appeared in front 
SQ formidable; and, by threatening them on the 
flank and <m the rear, compel the enemy to a battle 
at disadvantage, or to a retreat with loss. 
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The forces which Buonaparte had und^Jik com^ 
taand, were between fifty akid nxty thousand good . .^^ / 
troops^ having, many of tfaem^ been brought frdm the 
Spanish campaign^ In consequence of the peace with 
that country ; but very indifi^ereUtly provided with 
clothing, and «uffeiing from the hardships they had 
endured in those motintiunous, barre^i, and cold 
regions. The cavalry, in particular, wiere in veiy 
|ioor order ; but the nature of their new field <^ao.* 
tion not admitting ot their being much employed, ' 
rendered this of less consequence. The misery of 
the French army, until these Alpine campaigns were 
victoriously closed by the armistice of Cfaerasco, 
could, according to Buohaparte^s authority,* scarce 
bear description. The officers for several years had 
received no more than cdgfat livres a-month (twenty- 
pence sterling a- week) in name of pay, and staff* - 
•officers had not amongst them a single hcHrse. Ber» 
thier preserved, as a curiosity, an order, dated on the 
day of the vict<»y of AJbenga, which mumfioendy 
conferred a gratuity ci three Louis d\>r upon every 
general of division.-f- Among the generals to wbooi 

* M«moiKS ^cdtef k St Hekme, sous la dict^ de TEmpeieur, yoL 
iiL p. 151. 

•f- This piece of generosity reminds us of the liberality of die Kings 
M>f BfentfOTd to their Knif^tsbridge foroe^-^ 

First King. Here, take five guineas to these warlike men. 

Second King, And here, five more, which makes the sum just ten. 

Herald, We hate not seen so inwk the Lord knows wh«n ! 
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ibit dcNNrtion wa« rvncWfwi AcoqpuUe by thdr n^i^itSy 
iv^re, or nugbt b«^^ be^n, many wboae^amet btoiusHi 
afterwards the praise and dr««d of war» Ailgeraau» 
Massena, S€mirier» Joub^rt, La^iea, and Mitral* 
all generals of the first oonsideriitioii, served under 
l&Kmaparte in the ItaUan campaign. 

The pooticHi of the French army bad repeatedly 
¥aried. since October 1795» after the skinniah af 
* Cairo. At that Ume the extreme left of the linc^ 
which extended from south to norths rested upon the 
Col d'Argentine, and oommunicated with the higher 
Alp8-*the centre was on the Col di Tende and 
.Mont Bertrand«-«4he left occupied the heights of 
Saint Bertrandf Saint Jacques, and other ridges riHiT 
lung in the same direction, which terminated on the 
MediteiraBean shore, near Finale 

The Austrians, stirongly re'mf<»rced, attacked this 
Jine^ and carried the heights of M<mt Saint Jacques; 
and KeUeiHumn, after a vain attempt to regain that 
pbint dt.his position^ retreated to the line of defence 
more westward, wtucb rests on Bprghetto* SeUer- 
maAn, an active and good brigade officer, but withmit 
s nffiei c n t toleat to net as Commaad^-in. chief, was 
miperscded, and Seherer was placed in commaiid of 
the Army of Italy. He risked a battle with the Aus- 
trians near Loano, in which the talents of Massena 
and Augereau were cohspicuous ; and by the victory 
which ensued, the French regained tlie line of Saint 
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imst^eB aod Fiodie».<wbicb. K^lUnmun Uad been 
fonced (a gbrndtHii »ck thai, in a^ gea«»l jmni of 
?ii^W»> tbe rdbtive fOfitpon of ibt ti^ oipfomd 9rmm 
wmm^ v«rjr diii»ei»t irom tbiit in wbicb th«y had 
he^ ,}eft by Buonapartcu 

Bpt though Scberar bad been Urns far vkkmem^ 
^mB»jmi the person to whom tbcBiracUH^ dest*. 
1^ la iiHrustUm daring fAaai of afffuning the ofieiif 
Mmt m a grand aeale upon the Mjim Irontii^, aad^ 
by eauryipg tb^ir arm* into ltaly» comptUii^ tbe 
Auitriaiia to defmd tbems^vea m that quartar, and 
io diflainiih the gigsn^^efforta which that poww had 
bUbor&o coiitliiiued wilb varied HKM;e«8» but unabalad 
>jigpur, upon, the Rhine. The rulers of France had 
a farlb^r object in tbia . ^>old aisbein^ They deatred 
to intimidate, or anmhilate and dethrcme the Pope. 
He ,wa#, odious to them aa Head of the Church, be^ 
0au#e the attachment of the Fr^K^h clergy to the 
JUhmo 3f^w4 j^e pcHnts of conscience vbidi reet. 
^ upon tbat.d^^deneerhad ^kieavioned the reciH 
#afley of th^ ^i^^, i^pedaUy of those who nmm 
mmt 9»U^mf^.hy tlie poople».to,tak« the consiitiih^ 
Xwod path. T^ thfi^Pppe, and his claims of aupre- 
jpacy, w#re therefore laid the charge of the great 
civil war ip La. Ve«d^e, and the general dissaffection 
j^ the CathQli^s in tJ^ south of France. 
.. BMt this was not the only cause of the animosity 
entertained by the Directory again«!t the Head of tJie 
Catholic Church. They had, three ye^s before, sus- 
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tamed an actual mjmj (torn die (Siee of RMne, mtAA 
was yet imaTOiged. Tke ptopfe of Boole wero «it« 
tuemdy proTokod timt the Fkiench rettdi&|; tlM«i^ 
and particularly the young artists, hod chflfflayodfte 
ihree-ocdoured cockade^ and wett ptopoiaig to ox^ 
liUbk the soutdieon oootaiohii^ the enUeois of the 
RefubUo over the door of the FrewhooamL The 
Pope, through hk niBtster, had intanated fab de* 
sire that this should not be a^SMpted, at ho hid 
not acknowledged the RepuUie as a legiti«tale go* 
venunent The French, however, pursued their 
purpose ; and the consequei^e was^ that a popular 
ix>inniotiqn arose, which the FajptX troops lUd not 
greatly exert themselves to suppress. The car- 
fiage of the French Envoy, cnr Chargi des Aftnre^ 
named BasseviUe, was attacked in the streets, and 
chased borne ; his house was im>ken into by the mob, 
and he himself, unarmed and unresisUng, was cruilt- 
ly assassinated. The French government oonsidei- 
ed this very naturally as a gross iasiilt, and were iht 
more desirous of avenging it, that by doing so tlvsy 
would approach nearer to the digniied comluct'^ 
the Roman Republic, which, in good or evil, seems 
always to have been their model. Thd a&kir Mp^ 
pened in 1793, but was not forg^ilten in 1796. 

The original idea entertained by the Frendi go* 
vemment for prosecuting their resentm^t, had beesi 
by a proposed landing at Civita Vecchia with anariiiy 
of ten thousand men, marching to Rome, and exact- 
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119 firom the Poattf oompktt atxxieBieiit for the lauiv . 
darofBasse^iUe. But as the Ei^lliBb fleet rode un* 
oppoeed in the MeditemuMan, itbeeamef matter ef . 
very doubtful success to tranqiort such a bod; of 
troops to Civita Veocbia by sea, not to mcntioa the. 
chance that, eyen if safdy hmded, they would have, 
found tl^nselTes in the centre of Italy, cut off from 
supplies and succours, assaulted on all hands, and. 
most probahly blockaded by the Britidi fleet. Buo- 
naparte, who was cmisuked, recominmided that the. 
north of Italy should be first conquered, in ordo: 
diat Bdme might be with siufety approadied and 
chastised ; and this sdieme, though in appearance 
scarce a less bold measure, was a much safer one 
than the Directory had at first indfined to, sincci 
Buonaparte would only approach Borne in t^e event 
ai his beii^ able to preserve his communicatiooa 
with Lombardy and Tuscany, which he must con* 
quer in the first place. 

The plah ic^ cro ss in g the Alps and maxdiii^ into 
Italy, suited in every respect the ambitious and self? 
confident character of the General to whom it wa^ 
now intruited. It gave him a separate and inde- 
pendent authority, and the powo^ of acting on his 
own judgment and respcHisilnUt^) for his. countryr 
. man Salicetti, the deputy who aeoompamed him as 
commis^oner of the government, was not probably 
much dkposed to intrude his ojnnions. He had been 

vot. ni, .0 . ,r 
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Baonaparte^s patron, and was still his fneod. The 
young Gentral^s miod was made up to the altema- 
tite of ccmquert or ruin, as may be judged from his 
words to a friend at taking leave of him. ^^ In three 
mondis,^ he said, ** I will be either at Milan or at 
Paris r intimating at once his desperate resolutbn to 
succeed, and his sense that the disappointmei^ of ali 
bis prospects must be the consequence of a fatiure. 

With the same view of animating his followers to 
ambitious hopes, he addressed the Army of Italy to 
the following purpose :— *< Soldiers, you are hungry 
and naked— The Republic owes you much, but she 
has not the means to acquit herself of her debts. 
The patience with which you support your hard* 
ships among these barren rocks is admirable, but it 
cannot procure you glory. I am come to le^ you 
into the most fertile plains that the sun beholds— « 
Rich provinces, opulent towns, all shall be at your 
disposal — Soldiers, with such a prospect bdEcare you^ 
can you fml in courage and ccmstancy f^ This was 
showing the deer to the hound when the leash is 
about to be slipped. 

The Austro>Sardinian army, to which Buonaparte 
was opposed, was commanded by Beaulieu, an Aus^ 
trian general of great experience and some talent, 
but no less than seventy-five years old ; accustcnaaed 
dl his life to the ancient rules of taoltcs, and tmhke- 
ly to suspect, anticipate, or frustrate, those pfauis, 
formed by a geiiius so fertile as that of Napoleon. 
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Budoaparte^t plan for entering Italy diffiMred from 
that of former conquerors and mvadc»^ who bad 
approacbed that fine conntry by penetrating or aur« 
moumang at some point or other her Alpine barriera. 
TUs inT^tive warrior resolved to attain the same 
object, by turning round tbe soutlum ^Ltremity of 
the Alpine range, keefung as close as poisible to the 
shores of the Mediterranean, and pasnng through 
tbe Genoese territory by the narrow pass caUed the 
Boccheta, leading around the extremity of thctmoun* 
tfuns, and betwixt these and the sea. Thus he pro- 
posed to pen^^te into Italy by the lowest level 
which the surface of the country presaited, which 
must be of course where the range of the Alps imites 
with that of the Apennines. The pcnnt of junction 
where these two immense raises of mountams toudi 
upon each other, is at the heights of Mount Saint 
Jacques, above Genoa, where the Alps, runmng 
north-westward, ascend to Mont Blanc, thrir high- 
est peak, and the Apennineil, running to the south- 
east, gradually elevate themselves to Monte Velino, 
the tallest mountain of the range. 

To attain his dbject of turning the Alps in the 
manner proposed, it was necessary that BumuqfMirte 
should totally change the situation of his army; diose 
occupying a defensive line, running north and south, 
being to assume an offenave position, extending east 
and weA. Speaking of an army as of a battalion, he 
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f to form into cblumii Qposi the right of the fine 
which he had hitherto occupied. This was an ek» 
trandy delicate operation) to be undertdran 10 pre- 
sence of an aotiTe enemy, his superior in nundbi^rs | 
nor w» he permitted to execute it umnterrupted. 

No sooner did Beaulieu learn that the French 
general was coaeentrattng his fcnfroes, and idiout to 
dHOige his posidon, than he hastened to preserve 
Genoa, without possesion of whkh, or at least of 
the adjacent territory, Bucmaparte^s scheme of ad- 
vance could scarce have been accomplished^ Th^ 
Austrian divided his army into thre^ bodies. ColU, 
at the head of a Sardiniant divimon, he stationed on 
the extreme right at Ceva; his centre diviaon, un- 
der D^Aigenteau, having its head at Sasiello, had 
directions to mardi on a mountain called Monte 
Notte, with two villages of the same name, near to 
which was a strong pocdtion at a place called M<m- 
tidefpnoj which the French had occupied in order to 
cover thdr flank during their march towards the 
east* At the head of his ^ wing, Beaulieu hinii- 
self moved from Novi upon Voltri, a small town 
within ten miles of Genoa, for the potection of that 
anei^it city, whose independence and neutrality were 
like to be hdd in little reverence. Thus it a{qpears, 
tiiat while the Frau^ were endeavouring to pene- 
trate into Italy by an advance from Sardinia by the 
way of Genoa, their line of march was threatened 
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by three armies of Austro-Sordtnians^ descencRiig 
from the skirts of the Alps, and menadng to attach 
their flank. But, though a skilful disposition, Beau- 
lieu^s had, from the very mountainous character of 
the country, the great disadvantage of wanting con- 
nexion between the three separate divisicms ; nei^ 
ther, if needfiil, could they be easily united on aiqr 
point desired, while the Iowct line, on which the 
French moved, permitted constimt communication 
and co->operation. 

On the 10th of April 1796, D'Argenteau, with 
the central division of the Austro-Sardinian army, 
descended upon Modte Notte, while Beaulieu on the 
left attacked the van of the French army, which had 
come as far as Voltri* General Cervoni, command- 
ing the Fr^ich division which sustained the attadL 
of Beaulieu, was compelled to fall back on the main 
body of his countrymen ; and had the assault of D"-* 
Argenteau been equally animated, or equally suc- 
cessful) the &me of Buonaparte might have been sti- 
fled in the birth. But Colonel Rampon, a French 
officer, who commanded the redoubts near Monte- 
legino, stopped the progress of D^Argenteau bythe* 
most determined resistance. At the head of not more 
than fifteen hundred men, whom he in^ired with 
his own courage, and caused to s#ear either to maini* 
tain their post or die there* he continued to defend 
the redoubts, during the whole of the tlth, untk 
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D^Argenteau, whose conduct was afterwards gready 
Uamed for not making more determined ^Ibrts to 
cury them, drew €^ his forces for the evening, in* 
tending to renew the attack next morning* 

But on the morning of the 12th, the Austrian 
general found himself surrounded with enemies. Cer- 
▼oni, who retreated before Beaulieu, had united him- 
self with La Harpe, and both advancing northward 
during the night of the 11th, established themselves 
in the rear of the redoubts of Montelegino, which 
Bampon had so gallantly defended. This was not all. 
The divi^ons of Augereau and Massena had march- 
ed, by different routes, on the flank and on the rear 
of D'Argenteau^s column ; so that next morning, in- 
stead of renewing his attack on the redoubts, the 
Austrian general was obliged to extricate himself by 
a disastrous retreat, leaving behind him colours and 
cannon, a thousand slain, and two thousand prisoners. 

Such was the battle of Monte Notte, the first of 
Buonaparte^s victories; eminently displaying that 
truth and mathematical certainty of combination, 
which enabled him on many more memorable occa- 
sions, even when his forces were inferior in numbers, 
and apparendy disunited in position, suddenly to 
concentrate them and defeat his enemy, by over- 
powering him on the very point whert he thought 
himself strongest. He had accumulated a superior 
force on the Austrian centre, and destroyed it, while 
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'C^Alk, on the rights and Beaulieu lumtelf, on the 
left, each at the head of numerous forces, did not 
even hear of the action till it was fought imd won. 

In ccmsequence of the success at Monte Notte, 
and the dose pursuit of the defeated Austrians^ the 
French obtained possession of Cairo^ which placed 
them on that side of the Alps which slopes towards 
Lombardy, and where the streams from these moun- 
tains run to join the Po. 

Beaulieu had advanced to Voltri, while the French 
ip?ithdrew to unite themselves in the attack upon 
D^Argenteau. He had now to retreat northward 
with all haste to Bego, in the Valley of the river 
Bormida, in order to resume communication with the 
right wing of his army, consisting chiefly of Sardini- 
ans, from which he was now nearly separated by the 
defeat of the centre. General Colli, by a correspond- 
ing movement on the right, occupied Millesimo, a 
small town about nine miles from Dego, with which 
he resumed and maintained communication by a brif. 
gade staUoned on the heights of Biastro. From the 
strength of this position, though his forces were 
scarce sufficiently concentrated, Beaulieu hoped to 
maintmn his ground till he should receive supplies 
frvnnLombardy, and recover the consequences of the 
defeat at Monte Notte. But the antagonist whom 
he had in front had no purpose of permitting him 
sudirespite# 
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Delertniued upod a g^ral attack on all poims>f 
'the Austrian poaiticm, the Frendi army advanced m 
three bodies upon a space of four leagues in e:«jte^i. 
< Augereau, at the head of the division which had not 
fought at Monte Notte, advanced on the left against 
'Millesimo; the centre, under Massena^ directed 
themselves upon I)ego, by the vale of the Bormid^ ; 
the right wing, commanded by La Harpe, manceiu- 
vred on the right of all, for the purpose of turn- 
ing Beaulieu^s left flank. Augereau was the first 
who came in contact with the enemy. He attack- 
ed General Colli cm the 13th April. His trogpi, 
emulous of the honour acquired by their conqpa- 
nions, behaved with great bravery, rushed upon 
the outposts of the Sardinian army at Millesimp, 
forced, and retmned possession of the goig^ b^ 
which it was defended, and thus separated firom.tbe 
Sardiman airmy a body of about two thousand m«n, 
under the Austrian General Provera, who oocu|Hed 
a detached eminence called Cossaria, which covered 
the extreme left of General Collins position. But 
the Austrian showed the most obstinate courage. 
Although surrounded by the enemy, he threw him- 
self into the ruinous castle of Cossaria, which crown- 
ed the eminence, and showed a disposition to main- 
tain the place to the last ; the rather that, as he could 
see from the turrets oi; his stronghcdd the Sardinian 
troops, from whom he had been separated, pi^eparing 
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to fighl on tile ensuing day, he ntiight reaaonaUy 
hope to be disei^aged. 

Buonaparte m penon came up ; and seeu^ the 
neceidi^ of didodging die enetny from diib strong 
post) ordered three sucoessiTe attacks to be made on 
ihe castle. Joubert, at the head of one of the at- 
tacking columns, had actually, irith six Gt wv^ta 
others^ made his way into the outworb^ whenrhe was 
struck down by a wound in the head. General 
Banal and Adjutant-general Quenm fell, each at 
the head of the column which he commanded ; and 
Buonaparte was compelled to leave the obstinate 
Provera in possession of the castle for the mgfat 
The mormng of the 14fth brought a different scene. 
Contenting himself with blockading the castle of 
Oossaxia, Buonaparte now gave battle to Greneral 
Coifi) idu) made every e^ort to relieve it These al- 
tiempts were all in vain. He was defeated and icut 
ett firomBeaulieu ; he retired as well as he could 
upon Ceva, leaving to his fate the brave General 
Provera, who was compdled to surrender at disdre-* 
ficm. 

On the same day, Massena, with the centre, at* 
tacked the heights of Biastro, being the point of 
communication betwixt Beaulieu and Colli, while 1^ 
Harpe, having crossed the Bormida, where the stream 
came up to the soldiers^ middle, attacked in front and 
m flank the village of Dego, where the Austrian 
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was completely successfol, — Uie he^ts of Kaslro 
were carried, and the Piedmontese routed. The as- 
sault of Dego was not less so, although after a harder 
struggle. Beaulieu was compdled to retreat, and was 
entirely separated from the Sardinians, who had 
hitherto acted in comlnnation with him. The de- 
fenders of Italy now retreated in dtferent directkms, 
Colli moving westward towards Ceva, while Beau- 
lieu, closely pursued through a difficult country re- 
tired upon D^Aqui. 

Even the morning after the victory, it was nearly 
wrested out of the hands of the conquerors. A fresh 
divifion of Austrians, who had evacuated Voltri la- 
ter than the others, and were approadiing to form a 
junction with their general, found the enemy in pos- 
session of Beaulieu^s position. They arrived at Dego 
like men who had been led astray, and were no doubt 
surprised at finding it in the hands of the French. 
Yet they did not hesitate to assume the c^nsive^ 
and by a brisk attack drove out the enemy, and re- 
placed the Austrian eagles in the village. Great alantt 
was occasioned by this sudden apparition ; for no <me 
among the French could conceive the meanbg of an 
alarm beginning on the oppo^te quarter to that on 
which the enemy had retreated, and without its being 
announced from the out^posts towards D^Aqui. 
Buonaparte hastily maixhcd on the villf^. The 
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AnttnantreptUed two attacks; atthetlttrd,6eiiend 
Lwttne, afterwards killed in Egypt, put his lial 
upon tbe point of his sword, and adtandng to the 
charge, pei^xated into the phuse* Limnes idso, af« 
terwards Duke of Mantebello, distinguished him- 
sdf on the same occasicm by courage and militu-y 
skill, and was recommended by Buonaparte to the 
Urectory for pronnitkm. In thk battle €i Dego, 
more commonly ciJled of Millefiimo, the Austro* 
Sardiman army lost five or six tbousimd men, thir- 
ty pieces of cannon, with a great quantity of bag« 
gi^. Besides, the Austri^s were divided fraai the 
Sardinians; and the two generals began to ^ow, not 
only that their forces )rere disunited, but that thty 
themseWes were acting upon separate motives ; the 
Sardinians desiring to protect Turin, whereas the 
movements of Beaulieu seemed still directed to pre- 
vent the French from entering the Milanese torrid 
tory. 

Leaving a sufficient force on the Bormida to keep 
in check Beaulieu, Buonaparte now turned his 
strength against Colli, who, overpowered, and with- 
out hopes of succour, abandoned his line of defence 
near Ceva, and retreated to the line of the Tanaro. 

NapdiecHi in the meantime fixed his head-quar- 
ters at C^va, and enjoyed from die heights of Monte- 
zemoto, the splendid view of the fertile fields of 
Piedmont stretching in boundless perspective be- 



Digitized 



by Google 



108 'LIJt£ OF 

ftealb Us feet, wi^cfed faylbe P<^ Uie TaMuro^ and 
av^oiHsand other tstteunB irhidi daioend bam Am 
^yps. BefofetheeyeedT Uiedeligktedani^ofviG. 
UMTS lay thk ridi expanse like a pcoimsed land ; be* 
Imid them was the wilderness they had passed ;«*-iiot 
iadeed adesert of barren sand, i^siilar to that in 
whicdi the Israelites waindefed, but a hi^e tract of 
iiocks and inaocescible mountains, crested widi ice 
and snow, seeming by nature designed as the barrier 
and rampart of th^ blessed re^cms, which streicfaed 
eastward beneath them. We can i^mpadiize with 
iht s^-congratulation o[^ the Gr^ieral who had sur- 
mounted such trem^idous obstades in a way go un- 
usual. He said to the officer^ around him, as thqr 
gaced upon this magnificent scene, ^^ Hannibal took 
the Alps by storm. We have succeeded as well by 
Himii^ thdr flank.*^ 

The dispirited army of Ck>lli was attacked at Mon- 
dovi during his retreat, by two corps of Buonaparte^s 
army, fibm two different pdnts, commanded by 
JMasSena and Serruri^. The last general, the Sardi« 
nian riepuhied with loss; but when he found Masse- 
sa, hi the meantime^ was turning the left of his line, 
and that he was thud pressed oa both flanks, his si- 
iuatiob becanie almost desperate. The cavalry of the 
Fiodnontese made an effort to renew the combat. 
f*or a time they overpowered and drove back those 
of the French ; and General Stengel, who command- 
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€d tl^ latttt*, was dain in allempliiig to get then 
into (ffder. Bat the desperate vakmr of Miira^ 
ipmaUed porhaps in the heady charge et cavabrjf 
<ombaty renewed the fortune of the field; and the 
iMKrae, as well as the infimtry of Colfi^s army, w«e 
conqselbd to a disastrous retreat The defeat was 
deeisiTe; and the Sardittiatts,aft»* the kiss of the best 
<if their tooops, their canmni, baggage, and appmnt- 
inei^ and bebg now totally divided from their 
Au^rian allies, and liable to be overpowered by the 
united forces of the French army, had no longer 
hopes of e£^tually covering Turin. Bmmaparte, 
pursuing his victory, took possession of Cherasco, 
within ten ki^es of the Piedmcmtese capital. 

Thus Fortune, in the course of a campaign of 
sctfoe a month, placed her favourite in flill posses* 
sion of the desired road to Italy, by command oi 
the ^nountain-passes, whidh had been invaded and 
conquered with so much military skill. He had 
gained three battles over f<»*ces &r superior to Ms 
,own; inflicted on, the enemy a loss of tw^i^-five 
thousand men in killed, wounded, and prisoners; ta^ 
ken o^y pbces of cannon, and twenty-one stand 
,Qf colours; reduced to inaction the Austrian army^ 
ahnoiM; annihilated that of Sardinia; and stood in fufl 
communication with France upon the eastern fide if 
the Alps^ with Italy lyii^ open before him, as if to 

invite Ms invanm. But it was not evm with such 

1 
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liiiirBl9»ancl ivUliCftcttiiies whidi now presenUdthem* 
fldir^ for the aooom{4t»bm^at of new and more tm* 
portant victories upon a larger scale, and with move 
nuif^uficent results, that the career of Buonaparte^s 
earliest campaign was to be closed^ The head of 
the royal House of Savoy, if not one of the most 
ppwerful^ still one of the most distinguished in Eu- 
rope, was to have the mdancholy experience, that he 
had encountered with the Man of Destiny, as he was 
afterwards [proudly called, who, for a time, had pow^, 
in the emphatic phrase of Scripture, ^^ to t»iid kings 
with chains, and nobles with fetters of iron.^* 

The shattered relics of the Sardinian army had 
fallen back, or rather fled, to within two leagues of 
Turin, without hope of being again able to make an 
^fectual stand. The Sovereign of Sardinia, Savoy, 
and Piedmont, had no means of preserving his capi- 
tal, nay, his existence on the continent, excepting 
by an almost total submission to the will of the vie* 
lor. Let it be remembered, that Victor Amadeus 
the Third was the descendant of a race of heroes, who, 
from the peculiar situation of their territories, as 
constituting a neutral ground of great strength be- 
twut France and the Italian possessions of Austria, 
had often been called on to play a part in the gwiaral 
affiurs of Europe, of importance far supmor to that 
which thmr condition ^ a second-rate power could 
otherwise have donanded. In general, they had 
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compensated their iitfericmty of fiH'ee by an abili^ 
and gallantry which did diem the higbett eiecttt, 
both as generals and as politidans ; and now Pied- 
mont was at the feet, in her turn, of an enemy 
weaker in numbers than her own. Besides the re- 
flections on the past fame of his country, thS present 
humiliating situation of the King was rendered more 
RKMtifying by the state of his family connexions. Vic- 
tor Amadeus was the fatber-in-Iaw of Monsieur (by 
right Louis XVIII.), and of the Comte d^Artois 
(the reigning King of France). He had received his 
soBs-in-law at his court at Turin, had afforded them 
an opportunity of assembling around them their * 
forces, consisting of the emigrant noblesse, and had 
strained all the power he possessed, and in many in- 
stances successfully, to withstand both the artifices 
and the arms of the French Republicans. And now, 
so bom, so connected, and with such principks, he 
was condemned to sue for peace on any terms which 
might be dictated, from a General of France aged 
twenty-six yeai*s, who, 9 few months before, was de« 
sirous of an appointment in the ardllery service of 
the Grand Seignor ! 

An armistice was requested by the King of Sar- 
dinia under these afflicting circumstances, but could 
only be purchased by placing two of his strong^C 
fortresses,— those keys of the Alps, of which bis an- 
cestors had long been the keepers, — C<»ii and Torto* 
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na^ iii tfae hands of the Fmich, and thus aeknow- 
lec%tng that be smrrendc^ed att cttsofedon. The ar- 
nufltito was i^feedoB atChawoo, butcmnmis^Bien' 
were sent by die King to Paris, to af range witk the 
DireeUny the final t^ms of peace. These wore sUch 
as victorl give to the vanquished. 

Beskles the fortresses already surrendered, the 
King of Sardinia was to place in the hands of the 
French five others of the first importance. The road 
from France to Italy was to be at all times open to 
theFrench armies; tod indeed the King, by surrender 
of the places mentioned, had lost the power of inter- 
" rupting their progress. He was to break off every 
iqpecies of aliiance and connexion with the combined 
powers at war with France, and become bound not 
to entertain at his court, or in his service, any French 
emigrants whatsoever, or any of their connexions ; 
nor was an exception even made in favour of his own 
two daughters. In short, the surrender was abso- 
lute. Victor Aroadeus exhilnted the utmosi reluc<< 
tance to subscribe this treaty, and did not long sur- 
vive it. His son succeeded in name to the icing, 
dom of Fiedmcmt ; but the fortresses and passes, 
which had rendered him a prince c^ some import- 
anoe» were, excepting Turin, and one or two of minor 
eoQsequffiice, all surrendered into the hanfls of the 
French. 
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Viewing this treaty with Sardinia as the close of 
the Piedmontese campaign, we pause to conndar the 
character which Buonaparte diq^ajred at that period. 
The talents as a general which he had exhibited, 
were of the very first order. There was no ^con- 
nexion in his objects, they were all attained by the 
very means he proposed, and the success was impro* 
ved to the utmost. A different conduct usually 
characterizes* those who stumble unexpectedly on 
victory, either by good fortune or by the valour of 
their troops. When the favourable opportunity oc- 
curs to such leaders, they are nearly as much em- 
barrassed by it as by a defeat. But Buonaparte, who 
had foreseen the result of each operation by his sa- 
gacity, stood also prepared to make the most of the 
advantages which might be derived from it. 

His style in addressing the Convention was, at 
this period, more modest and simple, and therefore 
more impressive, than the figurative and bombastic 
style which he afterwards used in his bulletins. His 
self-opinion, perhaps, was not risen so high as to per- 
mit him to use the sesquipedalian words and violent 
metaphors, to which he afterwards seems to have 
given a preference. We may remark also, that the 
young victor was honourably anxious to secure for 
such officers as distinguished themselves, the prefer- 
ment which their services entitled them to. He urges 
the promotion of his brethren in arms in almost every 
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one of htfl diqKitdbeci»-^a conduct not only just and 
generous, but alao highly politic Were his recom« 
Mendaticms successful, th^ General had the gratis 
tude due for the b^iefit; were they overlooked, 
thanks equally belonged to him for his good wishesi 
and the resentment far the sli^t attadied itself to 
the government, who, did not give effect to them. 

If Buonaparte spoke dimply and modestly qn his 
own achievements, the bombast which he q»ared was 
libarally dealt out to the Convention by an orator 
named Daub^rme^nil^ who invokes all bards, from 
Tyrtseus and Ossian down to the author of the Mar- 
seillois hymn— all painters, from Apelles to David 
—all musicians, from Orpheus to the author of the 
Chani du depart^ to sing, paint, and compose music, 
upon the adiievements of the General and Army of 
Italy. 

With better taste, a medal of Buonaparte Wks 
struck in the character of the Conqueror of the bat^ 
tie of Monte Notta The face is extremely thio, 
widi lank hair, a striking ccHUrast to the fleshy square 
countenance exhibited on his later coins. On the 
reverse. Victory, bearii^ a palm branch, a wreeCth of 
laurci, and a naked swosd, is seen flying ov^ the 
Alps. This medal we notice as the first of the splen- 
did smes which reccnrds the victories and honours of 
Nqpakon, and which was deogned by Denon as a 
tribute to the gemus of his patron. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

. cromitk9F^,4UlHaomMa,9n7tkI£a§.'^Baiiiei/L9a^ 
takes piaoe on ike lOih, in which the French a/re viotariam. 
'^Remarke en Napoleon's Tactica in this eMfrated Action. 
•^French take poeseeHon of Cremona an4 Pixaighitone.^^^ 
MikmdeeeriedbptkeArMhikeFerdimmdnndhieDuehem* ; 
-^Bwrnaparte enters MUan on the 14tth May^^General si^ 
tuation of the ItaUan States at this period.'^IVapoleon in^ 
jHets Fines upon the neittrdl and unojffhn^ng States of 
Fairma and M4dmta, and extorts ^ surretlder qf same sf*. 
their finest Fietures.^Remarks upon this novel proceiitre. 

Thb mrd^t dispositioii (^ Bucmqporte did not huig 
panmt Um to rest after the advantages wloeh he kad 
seeured. He bad gassed on Italy wkbaaea^^s eye) 
but it was only for a momeBt, ere stooping ob her 
Vfith the wing^ wad, powacmg on her witb liie fakti«^ 
of the kii^ of bird^. 

A general with less extraordinavy tdeni wouU per*^ 
haps have thought it sufficient to hiive obtained pds*- 
ses^on of Piedmont^ revolutioiiizkig its gdveitimetti 
as the Frendti I^ ^me that of Hdhduiy a|id wodid 
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hare awMted firesh supplies and reinforeements from 
France befinre advandng to farmer and more dktant 
conquests, and leaving the Alps under the donmuon 
c^a hostile, though for the present a subdued and dis- 
armed monarchy. But Bucmaparte had studied the 
campaign of Villars in these regkms, and was of ojn- 
nion that it was by that genaral'^s hesitation to ad- 
Tance boldly into Italy, after the victories ip^ch the 
Marshal de Ccngni had obtained at Parma and Guas- 
talla, that the enemy had. been enabled to assemble 
an accumulating fin-ce, befi:Mre which the Frendi were 
compelled to retreat. He determined, therefore, to 
give the Bepiiblic of Venice, the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany, and other states in Italy, no time tp mus- 
ter fcwceiB, and take a decided part, as they were likdy 
to do, to oppose a French invaidon. Their terror and 
surprise ooiild not fail to be increased by a sudden 
irnipdon; while months, weeks, even days of consi- 
dieration, might afford those States, attached as the 
itilers must be to their ancient oligarchical forms of 
government, time and composure to assume anAs to 
mlamtain them. A speedy resolution was the more 
necessary, as Austria, alarmed for her Italian pos- 
sessions^ was about to make every efibrt tor their 
defence. Orders had already been sent by the AuHe 
Cbundl rf War to detach an army of thirty thou- 
sand men, under Wurmser, ftom the Army of the 
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BUne to tbe frmtien of lidj. Tbeae were to be 
straiglfaeiied by other raiifi;>rcanents firom the in- 
terim*, and by sudi forces as could be rmsed in the 
mountttnous district of the Tyrol, which fumishea 
p^hiqps the nK)St experienced and most fcnrmidable 
sharpshooters in the world. The whole was to be 
umted to the fragments of Beaulieu^s defeated troops. 
If sii£^:ed to form a junction, and arrange their plans 
for attack or defence, an army, of force so superior 
to the French in numbers, veterans in discipline, 
and commanded by a general like Wurmser, was like- 
ly to prevent all the advantages which the French 
might gain by a sudden irruption, ere an ojqposition 
so formidaUe was collected and organized. But die 
daring scheme which Napoleon contemplated, cor- 
responding to the genius of him who had formed it, 
required to be executed with caution, united with 
secrecy and celerity. These were the more neceftteoy, 
as, although the thanks of the French government 
had been voted to the Army of Italy five times in the 
course of a month, yet the Directory, alarmed at the 
more doubtful state of hostilities upoii the Rhine, had 
turned their exertions chiefly in that direction ; and, 
trusting to the skill of their G^ieral, and the coi:^ 
rage of his troops, had not transmitted recruits and 
supplies upon the scale necessary for the gteat un- 
dertakings which he meditated. But Italiam — /to- 
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Atfrn/*— tbe ideii of peoeorgtiog mtb « eowlfy m 
giMtfded imddefeiided by naliure^aftwdi as byitatlilBry 
flkUl, the cxmscaoumess oi having sonnouiitod obata^ 
des c^ a nature so extraordiiiary, and tbe hqpe Ihat 
tb^ ware aj^fxroachiBg the reward of ioiiuttiy labours 
-*-^bove all, their full oonfidenee in a leader, who 
leaned to have bound Victory to his standflrd-4^ 
made the sddiers&Uow their general, without eom^ 
ing their own deficiendes, ai the aiemy^a numbers. 

To ^loourage this ardoiur, Bncmaparte circulated 
an adfkess, in wUob, complimenting the army on the 
victories they had gained, he desired them at the 
saiM time to oonaader nothing as won so long as the 
Austrians held Milan, and while the ashes of those 
who had conquered the Tarquins were soilod 1^ the 
piesence of the assasdns of Basseville. It would ap- 
pear that clashed allumons are ^ther £uauliar to the 
Frmch soldiers, or that, without being more learned 
than others of their rank, they are pleased with b^ng 
supposed to understand them. They probaUy con- 
sidered the oratory of thdr great leader as soldim:- 
like wwds, and words of exceeding good conunand. 
The Eng^h soldier, addressed in such flights of 
eloquence, would either have laughed at them, or sop* 

* *- pfocHl obtcttzot odlct luunUemqae videmat 
luUam. Italiami primus c(mclaiiiat Achates ; 
Italiam ! Into socii clamore nalutant. 

ViRG. jEneidf Book III. 
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ftmA ihki te'bid got a cmxed play*«ctor put 0V€r 
iiimi iiiil«id<^a geoffwl. But there is dus peeoliir 
trait in the French character^ that they are willing to 
take everything of a oonpliinentary kind in the man- 
near in wbieh it seenus to be meant They t^pp^U to 
have made that baxgain with themtelres oti many 
points^ whi(^ the audience usually do inatheatr%*- 
to aao^of the appeaitooeof things for the realitgr. 
They never inquire whether a triumphal arda b of 
atone or of wood ; whether a scut^eon is of solid 
OKtal, OS, only. gilt; or whether a speech, of wluch 
the tendenqr is flatteriqg to their national vanity, 
cmiteins g^uiine doquenoe^ or only tunud eKtmva- 
ganoe. 

All thoughts were therefbreturn^ to Italy. The 
fortress of Tortona was surrendered to the French 
by the King of Sardinia; BuonaparteVt head-quar- 
ters were fixed ther^. Massaiaoonottitrated another 
par^ of tba army at Alexandria^ menadng Mllan^ and 
threatening, by the passage of the Po, to invade the 
tmritoiies belonging to Austria oti the northern bank 
^ that stream. As Buonaparte himself observed, the 
passage <^ a great riv^ is one c^ the most oritioal 
-operaticms in modem war; and Beaulieu had coUaet- 
ed his forces to cover Milan, and prevent the F/eaefa, 
if possSble, from crosiing the Po. But, in order 
to avert the dangeious consequences of altenipftiilg 
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to force his pnwge mi tte river, defaided by a lor- 
mUMMe enemy in front, Buonaparte^s subtle genius 
had akeady prepared the means for decaying theold 
Austrian respectmg his intended op^ratbns. 

Valenza appeared to be the point of passage jhto- 
posed by the French ; it is one of those f<»rtresses 
whidi cover the eastam frontier of Piedmont, and 
b situi^ed upon the Fo. During the oonferenoes 
previous to the armistice of Cherasco, Buonapearte 
had thrown out hints as if he were particularly de- 
^rous to be possessed of this place, and it was ac- 
tually stipulated in die terms of the treaty, that the 
Frendi should occupy it for the purpose of effectii^ 
their passage over iJie river. Beaulieu did not &A 
. to learn what had passed, which cdinciding with his 
own ideas dT the route by which Buonaparte meai^ 
to advance upon Milan, he hastened to concentrate 
hb army on the opposite bank, at a place caUed 
Valeggio, about eighteen miles from Valenza, the 
point near which he. expected the attempt to be 
made, and frcmi which he could move easily in any 
directifm towards the river, before the French could 
send over any considerable force. Massena also coun- 
tenanced this repcnrt, and rivetted the attenticm of 
the Austrians on Valenza, by pushing strong recon- 
nrntring parties from Alexandria in the direction dl 
that fortress. Besides, Beaulieu had himself crossed 
the Po at this place, and, like all men of routine, (for 
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tuck he was, Aoof^ a brare md approTed soldier,) 
lie was alwajs apt to suppose that the same reasons 
wfaieh directed himself, must needs seem equally oon- 
vindhg to others. In ahnost all delicate aflhirs,/.^ 
persons <^ ordinary talents are mided by their inca- A > 
paeity to ccHttfNrehend, that men of another diqposi. Pva-'Lv 
ticm will be likdy to view drcumstanoes, and act upon ^."-^ ."\ 
prnicijdes, with an eye and c^inioQ very differoiti,^^.' - 
from their own. 

But the rep(nrts which induced the Austrian ge- 
neral to take the position at Yaleg^^ arose out oi a 
stratagan of war. It was never Buonaparte^s inten- 
ticm to cross the Fo at Vaknza. The prc^)osal was 
a IS^nt to draw Beaulieu'^s attention to. that point, 
wfaile the French accomplished the desired passage 
at Fliacenza, nearly My miles lower down the river 
than Valeg^o, where their subtle Groieral had in- 
duced die Austrians to take up their line of defence. 
Marching for this purpose with incredible celerity, 
Buonaparte, on the 7lh <^ May , assembled his fxces 
at Flac^nza, when their presoice was least expect- 
ed, and where there were ncHie to defend the oppo« 
site bank, except two or three squadrons of Aus- 
trians, stationed there merely for the purpose of 
reconnmtring. Greneral Andreossi (for names dis- 
tingukdied during these dreadful wars begin to rise 
on the narrative, as the stars glimmer out on the hori- 
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ton) ooMfitBindedaii adnMwed giM«d of iw bmrifrtA 
metu TlMybiidtapaBaintheooiiim<«fmy4mil^ 
and the crofiaiag Inquired netdy iialf 
the difficulty^ or rather impossihUtty, of achieving 
the operation, had they been seriouBly oppoied, ap- 
pears to demonstration. . Colonel Lannes thsew him- 
self ashore first with a body of grenadion^and speedily 
iUqMrsed the Austrian hussars^ who attempted to re- 
sist their landing. The vanguard having tlras open- 
ed the passUge, the other divisions xd the army were 
enabled to cross in succession^ and in the-oootae ^ 
two days the whole were in the Milanese territory, 
and on the left bank <tf the Po. The military ma- 
noeuvres, by means of which Buonaparte adiieved, 
without the loss of a man, an c^raticm of so much 
consequence, and which, without such address as he 
displayed, must have been attended with great loss, 
and risk of failure, have often been considered as 
, among his most masterly movements. 

Beaulieu, informed too late of the real plans of 
the French general, moved his advanced guard, com- 
posed of the division of General Liptay, from Valeg- 
gio towards the Po, in the direction of Plaeenaa. 
But here also the alert general of the French had 
been too rapid in his movements for the aged Ger- 
man. Buonaparte had no intention to wait an attack 
from the enemy with such a river as the Po in hisr 
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ji^iTf wtuoh lie hud DontusofwGrDMitigif theday 
«b«iki go against him; so that a defeat, or ewm a 
jMtaml chedc, would have endangered the total loas 
of bia arnqr. He was, therefoce, piishmg forward in 
Qfd&t to gain ground en which to manoeaTre, and 
the adyaneed divisions of the two armies met at a-vik 
l«ge called Fmnfaio, not far fipom Casal, on theSdmf 
Hay* The Austrians threw themsdves into the plaae, 
Jvrtified and manned the steeples, and whatever posts 
else ooudd be made effectual for defence, and redfoned 
upon defending themselves there until the nuun body 
of Seaiilieu^s anny should come up to suj^fKirt them. 
.But they were unable to sustain the vivacity of the 
FrcAch onset, to which so many successive victories 
had now pven a double impulse. The village was 
carried at the bayonefs pcnnt; the Austrians lost 
. their owmon, and lefl behind <Hie>diird of their men, 
in slain, wounded, and prisoners. The wreck of 
Liptay^s divimn saved themselves by crosnng the 
Adda at Pisaighitone, while they protected their re- 
treat by a hasty defence of that fortress. 

Anoth^ body of Austrians having advanced from 
Casal, to support, it may be supposed, the diviidonof 
liiptaysoccaocmeda great loss to the French army in 
the person of a very promiong i^Scer. This wasGrene- 
ral La Harpe, highly respected and trusted by Buo- 
niqiarte, and repeatedly mentioned in the campaigns 
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of Piedmont. HeAiisg the abtfm givm by the ooc-' 
posts, when the Austrian pfttrols came m contact 
with them, La Harpe rode out to satisfy himself ccm^ 
ceming the nature and strength of the attacking 
party, (kihisretumtohisown troops, they mtstodk 
him and his attendants for the enemy, fired upon, 
and killed him. He was a Swiss by birth, and bad 
been compelled to leave his country on account of 
his democratical opinions; a grenadier, says Biio^ 
naparte, in stature and in courage, but of a restless 
disposition. The soldiers, with the superstition be- 
kmging to th^ profesrion, remarked, that duri<^ 
the battle of Fombio, on the day before, he was less 
animated than usual, as if an obscure sense of his 
approaching fate already overwhelmed him. 

The Austrian raiment of cayalry which oeoai^oii- 
ed this loss, after some skirmishing, wfiis content to 
escape to Lodi, a point upon which Beaulieu was 
again collecting his scattered forces, for the purpose 
of covering Milan, by protecting the line of the 
Adda. 

« The passage of the Po,** asad Buonaparte, in 
his report to the Directory, " had been expected to 
prove the most bdd and difficult manoeuvre of the 
campaign, nor did we expect to have an action ci 
more vivacity than that of Dego. But we have now 
to rec<^nt the battle of Lodi." As the conquaror 
deservedly congratulated himself on this hard. won 
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▼ictxN^, and as it haft become in a manner especially 
connected with his name and military character, we 
must, according to our plan, be somewhat minute in 
our details respecting it 

The Adda, a large and deep riyer, though ford- 
able at some places and in some seasons, crosses the 
▼alley of the Milanese, rising in the Tjrrolese Alps, 
and joining die Fo at Fizzighitone ; so that, if the 
few pcnnts at which it can be crossed are fordfied or 
defended, it forms a line covering all the Milanese 
territcnry to the eastward, from any force approach- 
ing from the direction of Piedmont. This Hne Beau- 
lieu proposed to make good against the victor be- 
fore whom he had so often retreated, and he conjec- 
tured (on this occasion rightly) that, to ]»x>secute 
his victory by marching upon Milan, Buonaparte 
would first desire to dislodge the covering army 
from the line of the Adda, as he could not safely 
advance to the capital of Lombardy, leaving the ene- 
my in possession of such a d^nsive line upon their 
flank. He also conjectured that this attempt would 
be made at Lodi. 

This is a large town, contaimng twelve thousand 
inhabitants. It has old Gothic walls, but its diief 
defence consists in the river Adda, whidi flows 
through it, and is crossed by a wooden bridge about 
five hundred fiset in loigth. When Beaulieu, aftor 
the affair oi FomUo, evacuated Casal, he retreated 
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to ibis {dice with about ten tbouiatid men. The rest 
of his army was direeted upon Milan and Cassano, 
a town tttuatedy like Lodi, upon the Adda. 

Buonaparte calculated that, if he could accom^Uth* 
the pasMge of the Adda at Lodi, he m^ht overtake 
and disperse the remainder of Beaulien^s amy, wifii«: 
out allowing the veteran time to concentrate them 
far fiurther resistance in Milan, or even for ndfying 
under the walls <^ the strong fortress of Mantna. 
The jud^gment of the French general was in war not 
mofe rematkaMe for seizing the most advantageous 
moDKnt of attacjc, than for availii^ himself to the 
veiyuttanK)a^ of success when obtained. Thequkk^ 
^l^ited faculty and pow» of instant decisbn with 
whidi nature had endowed him, had, it mc^ be sup^ 
poaedy piovided beforehand for the conseqnoiees of 
the victory ere it was yet won, and left no room for 
doubl or hesitatioo when his hopes had become cen- 
tai»tiea We have already remarked, that thore have 
beeft many commanders, who, after an aocidentii) 
victory, are^so much at a loss what is next to be done, 
that while they are hesitating, the golden moments 
pasaawaiy untmproved ; but Buonaparte knew as well 
how to use advanti^is^ as to obtmn them. 

Upon the lOdi day of May, attended by his best 
gBMreisj and heading the choicest of his troops, 
Napoleon fnressed forward towards Lodi. About a 
league from Casal, be encountered the Austrian rear- 

IS 
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guards who had been left» it would af^pear, at too 
great a disHtance irom tl^r main body. The Fi^ich 
had no difficulty in driving these troops before tlmn 
into the town of Lodi, which was but lightly de- 
fended by the few soldiers whom Beaulku had left 
0n the western or right side of the Adda. He had 
also neglected to destroy the Imdge, althou^ he 
ought rather to hare supported a <Menoe pn the right 
bank of the riyer; (for which the town affiirded many 
fadlities,) till the purpose of destruction was oom^ 
pleted^ than have allowed it to exist* If hiB reav- 
guard had he&i actually statimied in Lodi^ instead 
of being so far in the rear of the main body, they 
ought, by a protracted resistance firom the c^ walls 
and hcmses, have given time for tins necessary act of 
demolition. 

But though the Ixidge was left standing, it was 
swept by twenty or thirty ^i^trian pieces of artil- 
lery, whose thunders menaced death to any who 
should attempt that pass of peril. The French, with 
great alertness^ got as many guns in position on the 
left bank, and answered thia tremendous fire with 
equal spirit. During this cannonade^ Buonaparte 
threw himself perscmally amongst the fire, in order 
to staticm two guns loaded with grapci^hot in such a 
position, as rendered it impossible for any one to ap- 
proach for the purpose of undermining or destroyii^ 
the bridge ; and then calmly proceeded to make ar- 
rangements for a desperate attempt. 
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His cavalry was directed to cross, if pooJlble, at 
a place where the Adda was said to be fordable, 
-—a task which they accompUdied with difficulty. 
Meantime Napoleon observed that the Austrian 
line of infimtry was thrown conmderably behind the 
batteries of artillery which they supported, in order 
that they might have the advantage of a bendbg slope 
of ground, which affiirded them shelter from the 
French fire. He therefore drew up a close column of 
three thousand grenadiers, protected from the artil- 
lery of the Austrians by the walls and houses of the 
town, and yet considerably nearer to the enemy's line 
of guns 0a the oppo^te side of the Adda than were 
thek own infantry, which ought to have protected 
them. The column of grenadiers, thus secured, 
waited in ccnnparative safety, until the appearance of 
the French cavalry, who had crossed the ford, began 
to disquiet the flank of the Austrians. This was the 
critical moment which Buonaparte expected. A 
angle word of command wheeled the head of the 
column of grenadiers to the left, fuid placed it on the 
perilous bridge. The word was ^ven to advance, 
and they rushed on with loud shouts of Vive la Ri* 
puUigue! But their iqqiearance upon the bridge 
was the idgnal for a redoubled shower of grape-shot, 
while, from the windows of the houses on the left 
^de of the river, the soldiers who occupied them 
poured volley after volley of musketry on the thick 
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ealumny as k endeavom*ed to f^Mrce its w«3r over the 
lox^ bridge. At one time the French grenadiera, 
unable to sustain this dreadful stcmn, appeared lor 
an instant to hesitate. But Berthier, the chief of 
Buonaparte'^s stafi*, with Massena, L^AUemagne) and 
Corvini, hurried to the bead pf the column, and by 
jtbeir presence and gallantry retiewed the resolution 
of the soldiers, who now poured across Uie.bri^;^ 
The Austrians had but one resource left 3 ta vpA on 
jthe French with th^ bayonet^ atdd kiU,.or ddve.back 
into the Adda, those who had. forced their .paaaif;!^ 
before they cpuld deploy itito line, or receive sttppcMrt 
from their comrades,, who were still filing. along the 
bridge. But the opportunity was neglected, diber 
because the troops, who should haTc executed the 
manceuvre, had been, as we have already noticed; 
withdrawn too far from the river; or because ;tfae 
soldiery, as happens when they repose too-^mud 
confidence in a strong position, became panici^ruek 
when th^ saw it unexpectedly carried. Or it may 
be, that General Beaulieu, so old and. so unforttu 
nate, bad somewhat lost that energy and presence g£ 
mind which the critical moment demanded. What* 
ever was the cause, the French rushed on .^ artil^ 
lerymen, from whose fire they had lately suffered so 
tremendously, and, unsupported as they were, had 
little difficulty in bayonetting them* 

VOL. HI. I 
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The Austriain anqr Qow coniidetdy ^ 
lost in their retreat, annoyed as it was \f^ the Frendi 
cavidry, upwards of twenty guns, a thousand prisonf- 
ers, and perhaps two thousand more wounded and 
slab. 

Such was the famous passage of the Bridge of 
Lodi; achieved with such skill and gallantry, as 
gave the victor the 3ame charact^ for fearless intre- 
pdi^, and practical talent in actual battle, which 
the former part <^ the campaign had gained him as 
nmostaUe taotidan. 

Yet this action, though successful, has been se- 
verdy criticised by those who denre to dardgate 
ttom Buonaparte's military talents. It has been 
•aid, that he might have passed over a body of in- 
frntry at the same ford where the cavalry had cross- 
ad ; and that thus, by manoeuvring on both sides of 
the river, he might have compelled the Austrians to 
evacuate their pontion on the left bank of the Adda, 
without hazarding an attack upon their front, wlwh 
oDuld not but cost the assailants very dearly. 

Buonaparte had perhaps this objection in his re- 
coUeoticm when he states, that the column ai gteoa^ 
diers was so judiciously sheltered from the fire until 
the moment; when their wheel to die left brought 
them on the bridge, that they only lost two hundred 
men during the storm of the passage. We cannot 
but suppose, that this is a very mitigated account of 
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the actual lofis of tile French anny. So lefight a loss 
is not to be easily lecondled with the homers of the 
battle, as be hhnself detailed them in his dispa^hes; 
nor wkh tt^ oonduaon, in which he mentions, that 
of the Aarp contests whidi the Army of Italy had 
to sustain during the campugn, none was to be Com- 
jpared with that <* terrible passage of the Brld^ of 
XodL'^ 

In fact, as we may take occadon to prove hereaC 
ter, the Memoranda of the great General, dictated to 
his officers at Saint Helena, have a Htde too much 
tiie character of his ori^al buUeUm; and, while 
they show a condderafole disposition to exaggerate 
the difficulties to be overcome, the fury of the con* 
flict, and the exertions oi coturage by which the vie 
tory was attained, showa natural inconsistency, froni 
the obvious wish to diminish tbe loss which was itd 
tmavmdable price. 

But admitting that the loss of the French had 
been greater (m this occasion than thdr General 
t»red to recollect or acknowledge, his military con^ 
duct seems not tiie less justifiable. 

Buonaparte appears to have had two objects in 
iriew in this daring exploit. The first was, to im«> 
prove and increase the terror into which his pre- 
vious successes had thrown the Austrians, and to 
impress on them the conviction, that no poiation. 
however strong, was aWe to protect them against 
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the mnbcity imd taknl of the French. This dis- 
couraging feeling, aein{dified by so many defeats^ 
and now by one in circumstances where UieAn&- 
trians appeared tp have erery advantage, it was na- 
tural to suji^se, would hurry 3Beauiieu'*s retreat, in^^ 
duce htm to renounce ail subsequent attempts to 
cover Milan, and rather to reunite the fragm^ts of 
his army, particidarly that part of Liptay^s dtvisioii^ 
which, after being defeated at Fombio,,had thrown 
themselves into Pizzi^itone. To have manoeuvred 
slowly and cautiously, would not have struck that 
terror^and confusion which was inspked by the des- 
perate attack on the position at Lodi« Supposing 
these to have been his views,the victor perfectly suc- 
ceeded ; for Beaulieu, after his misadventure, drew 
off without any farther attempt to protect the an- 
cient cajMtftl of Lombardy, and threw himself upon 
*Mantua, with the intention of covering that strong 
fortress^ and at the same time of sheltering under it 
the remfuns of his army, until he could form a juno* 
tion with the forces which Wurmser was bringing 
to his assistance from the Rhine. 

Buonaparte himself has pointed out a secom^b« 
ject, in which he was less successful. He had boped 
the rapid surprise of the Bridge of Lodi might enable 
him to overtake or intercept the rest of BeauUeu'^s^ 
army, which, as we have said, had retreated by^as- 
sano. He failed, indeed, in this object; for these 
forces also made their way into the Mantuan territory, 
and joined Beaulieu, who, l)y crossing the classical 
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Afitteio, phoad another strong line of military defence 
betwixt him and his victor. But the prospect of m-' 
teroepting and destroying so large a force, was wcHth 
the risk he encountered at Lodi, especially taking 
ittto WW the spirit which his army had acquired from 
a long train of victory, toge&er with the discourage* 
ment which had crept into the Austrian ranks from 
a uniform smes of defeats. 

It should also be remembered, in considering the 
necessity of forcing the bridge of Lodi, that the ford 
over the Adda was crossed with difficulty even by 
the cavalry, and that when once separated by the 
liver, the communication between the maiu army and 
the detachment of infantry, (which his censors say 
Napoleon should have sent across in the same man* 
ser,) being in a great degree interrupted, the latter 
might have been exposed to losses, from which Buo* ^ 
naparte, situated as he was on the right bank, coukl 
have had no means of protecting them. 

Leaving the discussion of what might have been, 
to trace that which actually took place, the French 
cavalry pursued the retreating Austrians as far as Cre« 
mona, of which they took possession. Pizzighitone 
was obliged to capitulate, the garrison b^g cut off 
from all possibility of succour. About five hundred 
prisoners surrendered in that fortress ; the rest of 
Liptay's division, and other Austrian corps, could 
no otherwise escape, than by throwing themselves 
into the Venetian territory. 
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' ItWdsattli&titaiethatBiioimpartellftddomecoii^ 
versatiou witb an dd Hungarian offieer made jni. 
smter in one of the actians, whom he met witii at a 
Uvo^iac by chance, and wIh) did not know him. The 
vtebacBxiB language was a cimoiis commentary on Ae 
whole eampidgn; nay, tipon Bucmaparte^s generid 
qrstem of warfere, which appeared so extraordinary 
to those who had long practised the art on more 
formal jnriDciples. *< Thmgs are going on as ffl and 
as irregakurly as possible,^ said the old martinet 
" The Frendi have got a young general, who knows 
nothii^of the regular rules of war; he is sometimes 
da our front, sometimes on tiie flank, sometimes <m 
the rear. There is ho supporting such a gross vio- 
lation of rules*^ This somewhat resembles dbie charge 
iriiich foreign tacticians have brou^t agaimt the 
English, that they gmned victories by continuing, 
lirith their insular ignorance and obstinacy, to fight 
on, long after the pmod when, if they had knowi^ 
the niles of war, they ought to have conindered them« 
selves as completely defeated 

A pecuHar circumstance is wortiimentiomng. Hie 
French soldiers had a mode at that time of amusmg 
themselves, by conferring an imagimuy rank upon 
iStmt generals, when they had done some remarkable 
exploit They showed their sense of the bravery 
displayed by Buonaparte at the Battle c^ Lodi, by 
creating him a corporal ; and by this i^ase, of the 
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tfxmed agaioBt hini^ as well as Ihofie which were car^ 
tied oa ia his favoitf ; ia the laiqpiage of Gwtgn 
Cadoudal, who*Jaid a aebeide tor aURftBRinaring him^ 
£UEid in the. secret oonsultatioii of the old scddiers and 
itthersy who anraaged his istuni hem Elba. 

We are now to turn for a time £com war to its con* 
sequence^ ^bich posaess an interest of a nature dif. 
feraift from the imlitary events we ham been detail- 
ing- 

The movements whidi had taken place nnee 
iim Kmg of Sardinians defeat, had strudc tervnt, 
idto the goyemment of Mila% and the Archdokt 
f erdinand, by whom Austrian Lcmibardy was go- 
.yerned. But while Beaulieu did his best to cov^tibe 
cai»tal by force of arms, the measures resorted to by 
the goyernment were rather of a devodonal than war ' 
like diaiaoter. Procesiuons were made^ relics exft^ 
fled| and rites resorted to^ which the Catholic religpon 
}»escnbesas an^peal to Heaven in great national 
talamities. But the saints they invoked were deaf or 
impotent; for the passi^ of the Bridge crfTiodi^ and 
Beaulieu's subsequent retreat to Mantua, left no 
possifailily of defending Milan. The Archduke and 
im Duc^tess iipmediatdy left Mihm, followed by 
a small retinue, mid leaving only a moderate &xce 
m the citadel, whkh was not in a very defenaUe 
condition. Thdr carriages passed through a hege 
crowd which filled the streets. As they moved slowly 
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along, the royal ftSx Wive obMrraii to ab^ iUilittal 
tears, at leaving the capital of these prinody posses- 
sioiis of their house. The peofde obsenred a profound 
^lence, only broken by low whispers. They showed 
neither joy nor sorrow at the event ndiidi was pass* 
ing— all dioughts were bent in anxious anticipation 
upon what was to hiqppen next. 

When the Aixhduke had departed, the restraint 
which his presence had imposed from haUtand sen* 
timent, as much as from fear of his authority, was of 
course removed, and many of the Milanese citiiens 
^b^an, with real or a&cted zeal for repul^icanian, 
to prepare themselves for the rece|^ion of theFrendi. 
The three-coloured cockade was at first timidly as- 
sumed ; but the example being shown, it seemed as 
if these emblems had fallen like snow into the caps 
and hats of the nmltitude. The imperial arms were 
removed from the public buildings, and a j^card 
was put on the palace of the government with an 
inscription — ^^ This house is to be let^-«pply for 
the keys to the French Commis^oner SalioettL^ 
The nobles hastened to lay as^de their armorial 
bearings, their servants? liveries, and other badges 
of aristocracy. Meantime the magistrates caused 
order to be maintained in the town, by regular pa* 
ttols of the burgher g^ard. A deputation. of the 
fmncipal inhabitants of Milan was sent to the vie 
ioiious GrjeneraL with offers of full submission, since 
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tbere was no longer room for redstance, or for standi 
iog: upoa terms. 

Qa Ihe 14th of Mi^, Buonaparte made his public 
^ntiry into Mibm, under a triumphal arch prepared 
f^ Abe occaaioOy which he ts^rersed, surrounded by 
]U3 gu^ds, and took up his residence in the archi-' 
ej»8copal palace. The same evening a splendid en- 
t^tainsaent wn» given, and the Tree of Liberty, (of 
wh^h the aristdcrats observed, ^at it was a bare pole 
without either leaves or fruit, roots or branches,) was 
erected with great form in the principal square. All 
t}]^a affectation of popular joy did not disJarm the pur« 
pose of the French general, to make Milan contribute 
to the relief of his army. He imposed upon the place 
a requisition of twenty midions of livres, but offered 
to ace^of 'goods of any sort in kind, and at a rate* 
aUe valuation; for it may be easily supposed (hat 
specie, the representative of value, must be scarce 
in a city circumstanced as Milan was. The public 
funda of every description, even those dedicated to 
the support of luispitals, went into the French mi- 
litai^' chest; the church-plate was seized as a part 
of the requisition ; and, when all this was done, the 
citizens were burdened with the charge of finding 
rations for fifteen thousand men daily, by which force 
the citadel, with its Austrian garrison, was instantly 
to be blockaded. 
While Lombardy suffered much^ the neighbourhig 
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countries ware not qwred* The reader nuuil be aware, 
that for more than a century Italy had been sUeotly 
declining into that state of inactivity which sucoeeda 
great exertion, as a rapid and furious Maze sinks 
down into exhaustion and ashea Thekeen jodgmeBi 
of Napdbon had seen, that the geographical shi^ 
of Italy, though presenting in many respects advan-^ 
tages for a great and commerdal nation, offiered Ihia 
main impediment to its separate existence as one in- 
dependent state, that its length bemg too great in {hxk 
pcnrticm to its breadth, there was no point suffidently 
central to juresenre the due influence of a metropofis 
in relaticm to its extreme northern and southern pro* 
vinces ; aodl that the inhabitants of Naples and Lom« 
bardy bemg locally so far divided, and differing in 
climate, habits, and the variety of temper iriucb 
climate and habits jnroduce, could hardly be united 
under the same government From these causes Itdj 
was, after the demolitbn of the great Roman Empire 
early broken up into different subdivisifms, wluch, 
more dvilized than the rest ot Europe at the time^ 
attracted in various degrees the attenticm of man^ 
kind ; and at length, from the sacerdotal power of 
Home, the wealth and extaasive commerce of Venice 
and Genoa, the taste and splendour of Florence, amd 
the andent fiune of the metropolis of the world, he^ 
came of importance much over-proportioned to their 
actual extent of territory. But this time had (massed 
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ai^jT, imd- tlw ItaBftD Stateis rah in mnembfttioes, 
were BOW comporatiyely poor in p(unt of immediale 
consequence in die scale of nations. Tfaej retained 
thar e%arcliical or monarchial forms and consdtu^ 
tions, as in the more vigorous state of th^ existenoe, 
bat appeared to hove lost their energies both for good 
and eviL Tlie prond and jeakms love which each 
Italian used to bear towards his own province was 
much abated ; the hostility of the factions whidi di» 
vided most of their states, and induced the citizens 
to hazard thar own death or exile in the most tri- 
fling party quarrel, had subsided into that calm, s^ 
fish indifference, which disregards puUic interests 
of all kinds. They were ill governed, in so £ur as 
tbdr rulers iwglected all means of benefiting tiie 
subjects car impronng the country ; and they were 
tbus fisor well-gavenied, that, softened by the civili- 
zation of the times, and peihaps by a tadt sense of 
thar own weidmess, their rulers had ceased, in a 
great measure, to exerdse with severity the deth 
potic powers with which they ware in many cases 
invested, though they continued to be the cause <£ 
petty vexations, to which the natives had become 
callous. The Vatican slept like a volcano, which 
had eidiausted its thunders; and Venice, the most 
jelkbus and cruel of ol^ardiies, was now shut- 
ting her wearied e3res, and closing her ears, against 
iafonners and spies of state. The Italian States 
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stood, th^relbre^ Hke a brntherfaood of old trees, de* 
cayed at heart and root, but still making some show 
of branches and Loaves ; until the French invamon 
rushed down, like the whirlwind which lays them 
prostrate. 

In the relaticms between France and Italy, it must 
be dbserved that two of the most conaderable of these 
States, Tuscany and Venice, were actually in league 
with the former country, having acknowledged the 
republic, and done nothing to deserve the chastise- 
ment of her armie|i. Others might be termed neutral, 
not having periiaps deemed themselves of conse- 
quence sufficient to take part in the quarrel of the 
coalesced powers against France. The Pope had 
^ven offence by the affair of Basseville, and the en-^ 
couragement which his countenance afforded to the 
nonHQpnforming clergy of France. But, excepting 
Naples and Austrian Lombardy, no State in Italy 
could be exactly said to be at open war with the new 
republic. Buonaparte was determined, however, that 
this should make no difference in his mode of treats 
ing them. 

The first of these slumbq^g potentates with whom 
he came in contact, was the Duke of Parma. This 
petty sovereign, even before Buonaparte entered 
Milan, had deprecated the victor^s wrath ; and al- 
though neither an adherent of the coalition, nor at 
war with France, he found himself obliged to pur«« 
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thase an amistice by heavy sacrifices. He paid a 
tribute of two millions of livres, besides furnishing 
horses and provisions to a large amount, and agree- 
ing to deiiver up twenty of the finest paintings in his 
cabinet, to be chosen by the French General. 

Thenextofthese sufferers was the DukeofModena. 
This Prince was a man of moderate abilities ; his bu- 
Mness was hoarding money, and his pleasure consisted 
in nailing up, with his own princely hands, the tapes. 
try which ornamented churches on days of high ho. 
liday ; from which he acquired the nick-name of the 
- royarupholsterer. But his birth was illustrious as the 
descendant of that celebrated hero of Este, the patron 
of Tasso and of Ariosto ; and his alliance was no less 
splendid, having married the sister of the unfortu- 
nate Marie Antcrinette, and of Joseph the Second*: 
then his daughter was married to the Archduke 
Ferdinand, the Governor of Milan. Notwithstand- 
ing his double connexion with the Imperial family, 
the principality of Modena was so small that he might 
have been passed over as scarce worthy of notice, 
but for the temptation of his treasures, in the works 
of art, as well as in specie. On the approach of a 
column of the French army to Modena, the Duke 
fled from his capital, but sent his brother, the Che. 
valier d^'Este, to capitulate with Napoleon. 

It might have been urged 'm his favour, that he 
was no avowed partner in the coalition ; but Buona- 
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parte took for granted lus good will towards his hto- 
ther4ii-law the Emperor of Austria^ and esteemed it 
a crime deserving atonement Indeed it was oiie 
whkh had not been |m>ved by any apea acticHi, 
but ndther could it admit of bang disprored. The 
Duke was therefore obliged to purchase the privi- 
lq;e of neutrality, and to expiate his su{^fx)6ed good 
inclination for the house of Austria. Five milUons 
and a half of French livres, with large contributions 
in provisions and accoutrements, perhaps cost the 
Duke of Modena more anxious thoughts than he 
had bestowed on the misfortunes c^ his imperial re* 
latives. 

To levy on obnoxious states or princes the means 
of paying or accommodating troops, would have been 
only what has been practised by victors in all ages. 
But an exaction of a new kind was now for the first 
time imposed on these Italian Princes. The Duke 
of Modena, like the Duke of Parma, was compelled 
to surrender twenty of his choicest pictures, to be se- 
lected at the choice of the French General, and the 
persons of taste with whom he might advise. This 
was the first time that a demand of this nature had 
been made in modem times in a public and avowed 
manner, and we mtist pause to conrider the motives 
and justice of such a requisition. 

Hitherto, works of art had been considered as 
sacred, even during the utmost extremities of war. 
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They were judged to be th^ property, not so much 
of the natkm or individuals who happened to pos- 
sess them, as of the world in general, who were sup- 
posed to have a common interest in these produc- 
tions, wMch, if exposed to become the ordinary spoils 
of war, could hardly escape damage or destruction. 
To take a sbrong example of forbearance, Frederick 
of Prussia was a pasmonate admirer of the £ne arts, 
and no scrupulous investigator of the rights conferred 
by conquest, but rather cUsposed to stretch them to 
the uttermost. Yet when he obtained possession of 
Dresden under orcumstances of high irritation, Fre- 
derick respected the valuable gallery, cabinets, and 
Inuseiuns of the captal of Saxony, and preserved their 
contents inviolate, as a spedes of property which 
could not, and ought not, to fidl within the rights 
(^a conqueror, fie considered the Elector as (mly 
the keeper of the gallery ; and regarded the articles 
which it contained as belonging to the civilized world 
at large. 

There are persons who demand the cause of this 
distinctiim, and require to know why works of art, 
the value of which is created solely by the opinion of 
those who pretend to understand them, and is there- 
finre to be regarded as merely imaginary, or, as it is 
calkd by lawyers, a mere pretium qffectionis, should 
be exempted from that martial law which disposes at 

pleasure of the real property of the vanquished. 
n 
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It migkt easily be shown in reply, that the respect 
due to genius of the highest order, attaches with a sort 
of religious zeal to the objects ©four admiration in the 
fine arts,.and renders it a speciesof ^ac^ilege to sub- 
ject them to the chances of war. It . has besides al* 
ready been hinted, that these chef-d'oeuvres being 
readily liable to damage, scarcely admitting of bein|; 
repaired, and absolutely incapable of being r^Iaced, 
their exist^ice is hazarded by rendering them the ob- 
jects of removal^ according to the fluctuation of vie* 
tory. . • 

But it is surely sufficient to say, that wherever 
the progress of civilization has introduced ruled to 
qualify and soften the extremities of war, tl^se 
should be strictly adhered to. In the rudest ages 
of society,, man avails himself of the right of the 
strongest in the fullest extent. The victor of the 
Sandwich Islands devours his enemy — the North- 
American Indian tortures him to death — almost all 
savage tribes render their prisoners slaves, and sell 
them as such. As society advances, these inhupia- 
nities fall out of practice ; and it is unnecessary to 
add, that, as the victorious general deserves honour- 
able mention in history, who, by his clem^cy, re- 
laxes in any respect the rigorous laws of conquest, 
so he must be censured in proportion, whose con^ 
duct tends to retrograde towards the brutal vi<dence 
of primitive hostility. 

15 
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BQoiiii|>ftrte tMaoi ht efxmpteA Srdm tftfis teliMit. 
He, -as rtie wiHiog t^geht «if this Dttiedtty ttnifer 
whese wantoaaiAn he iftcted, had ivsdtved to^i»t«gttd 
the Beutralkjr whidi had faitbetto been OMisidcted m 
tttftacfamg to the |A«dQeticMs of ^^e Mts, ixhd^ ibr 
tile first time, had dettrmiwed tb vielr tbctti as the 
flpoik of eanqueftt. l%e motive is M<ore ettftly db. 
covered thmi justffied. 

In the re^ of Teinror atid Eqtnfilrf , the fine arts, 
irHh everythhig eotmected trith cultivated feelings, 
fatfd been regftided «ui inocmsistent with the simpli. 
^y of the RepuUiettn chul'aeter ^ «nd, like the »ue- 
^^essful fknatics of England, and the firait «enthntta»tie 
votaries of the Koran, tiie true Sans Calottes weri^ 
diisposed to esteem <i tas^e wlAtih eonid nbt genftindly 
exist wkhotrt a previons su p erior e d u catk»i, as »oh<»* 
thing aristocratic, and alien from the imaginary st^md« 
aMl of equality, to which it was dieir purpose to lower 
all tike exerticnas of itReUect, as weU a6 the possession 
of property. Priaees were therefore destroyed, «ftd 
monuments broken to pieces. 

But this Imital prejudice, with the other kltemptK 
of tiiese fkws^ demoerata «o biteg bnek die wotM to 
A state of barbarism, equally in moral and in geiielM 
Ibefog, was discarded at the fall of the Jaool^ au- 
thority. Those who «tMx;eeded to the government, 
exerted diemsdves laodably in endeavouring rath* 
to exdte men's minds to a love of those studies and 
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tasteS) which are ever fouad to humanize and soften 

the geneial tone of society, and which teach hostile 

nations that they have points of friendly union, even 

because they unite in admiring the same master^ 

pieces of art A Museum was formed at Paris, fof 

.the purpose of collecting and exhibiting to publip 

adnuration puntings and statues, and whatever was 

excellent in art, for the amusement of the citizens^ 

whose chief scene of pleasure hitherto had been a 

wild and Unregulated civic festival, to vary the usual 

exhibition of the procession of a trdn al yicUms mc^ 

. ving towards the guillotine. The substitution of such 

A better object of popular attention was honouraUe, 

.virtuous, and politic in itself, and speedily led the 

Sff^ich people, partly fraai taste, pardy from nation- 

.al vanity, to attach consequence to the fine arts and 

their productions. 

' Unfortunately there were no ordinary measure^ 
by which the Frendi, as purchasers, could greatly 
augment the contents of their Museum ; and more 
unfortunately for other^ nations, and ultimately for 
themselves, they had the power and the will to in- 
crease theur possesions of this kind, without research 
or expense, by means of the irresistible pi:t)gress of 
.their arms. We have no right to say that this pecu- 
liar species of spoliation originated with Buonaparte 
perscmally. He probably obeyed the orders of the 
Directory ; and, besides, instances might no doubt 
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be found in the history of all nations, of mteresting 
articles of this nature having been transferred by the 
chance of war from one country to another, as in cases 
of plunder of an ordinary description, which, though 
seldom arowed or defended, are not the less occa- 
sionally practised. But Napoleon was unquestionably 
the first and most active agent, who made such ex« 
Mtions a matter of course, and enforced them upon 
^principle ; and that he was heartily engaged in this 
scheme of general plunder, is sufficiently proved froni 
im expresnons to the IMrectory^ upon transmitting 
those paintings which the Duke of Modena, theJrst . 
sufferer on this system, was compelled to surrender,'^ 
and which were transferred to Paris as the legitimate 
spoils of war. 

But before copying the terms in which Napoleon 
announces the transmission of masterpieces of art to 
the National Museum, it ought to be remarked, that 
•the celebrated Saint Jerome, by Correggio, which 
he mentions whh^ a sort of insulting triumph, was 
^accounted so valuable, that the Duke of Modena 
offered two milHons of fivres as the ransom of thai 
picture alone. This large sum the French general, 
acting on the principle which many in his situation 
were tempted to recognise, might have safely con- 
verted to his own use, under the certainty that the 
iqppropriation, indispensable as his services were to 
the government, would neither have been inquired 
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into nor censured. But avarice canned be ike com* 
pimio9,farle$stbecwUDUer,of ambiUoD. TbefedU 
ings of the young victor were of a i^araeter too<le« 
vtated io atoop to the acqulvition of wealth ; nor wis 
his career,At that oranjotb^period, sullied by this 
particular and most degnwling species of adfiAmss* 
When his ofiicers would have persuaded hiia to ao- 
eept the rooiiiey^ as more uaeful for the army, be re- 
fdied, that the two miltionsof fmnos would aoon be 
vpmi, but the Conr^^o would remam an omameat 
of the city of Paris for ages, and iniif»re the prodtte;^ 
^on of future masteiiiieees. 

In his dispatdi to the Directory, of Hth FlomJ, 
|8th of May,) Napoleon desires to have some artists 
sent to him, who might colleet the monuments of lut; 
which shows th&t the purpose of seisui^ npon them 
had been already formed. In the letter which aoeom- 
panied the traiuwission ol die pictures, he baa diese 
remarkable ex{x^essions >-*^ You will receive the ar« 
tides of the sue^i^ion of arms which I have gmted 
to the Dul^e of Parmav I will senst you as soon as 
possible the jSuest picUires of Conreg^ fanop^t 
others a S«nt Jerome, vdijch is said to be his maater- 
piece* I must own that the saint takes « wOusky 
time to viwt Paris, but I hope you. will gvwt Uat 
the honours of the Museum."' 

The same system was foltowed at Mibm, whew 
several of the most vakahle articles were taken from 
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ike Ambmwim oottectioii. The artieht wne reon- 
▼ediatbe aprii with nrfiicb diey were tnmsoHttedL 
The mqet dUe critics^ were fispatdied to amiit the 
gOKiwI ift tbeaekotba ef the moinimeiit» of the A^ 
aitfi la be tnuulSened to Pftiii, and the Seetelaty* 
gmenl ofi tiie Ljceuai, cenfiKmding the p onxwA w i 
of the prodiiotioii of genhis with the genius ittdf 
whidi cveflbed them, ccmgratidaCed hks couofryineK 
ott lie BoUe dkpMtions which the wctere had evin- 
eed. ^ it is nalongerblood,^ said the orator,^ which 
tkeFjeadteoi&rtfairslsfdw. He desifes to lead no 
danres in ttiamph bddad hie chariot-;^ is die glo- 
limu qpoils of the arte and of industry with which 
ka loBgB to decorate his ^etones---^ cbemhes that 
dovmiringpasaon of great souls, ihe love of glory, 
ami the endiusiasni for high talen&, i9 which the 
Gfoeles owed their astooishHig^accesseSk It was the 
definoa ol their teinples,^ their isonttmeats, their sta« 
4008^ tBMnr great artists, diat sdmulated their valoar. 
It was from such modves th^ conquered at Salamis 
and tA Haradion. It is thus diat our armies ad- 
vanee, escorted 1^ the loiw of arts, and fidlowed by 
sweet peace, fixnu Coni to Milan, and soon to pro* 
ceed fi»m: thence to die {m>ud basilic of St Feter^s.'' 
The reasoMBg of the Sdcretary of the Lyceum is 
lost amidst his etoquence ; but the speech, if it means 
anything, agnifies, diat the sazing on those admi« 
mA prodttcdom placed the nadon which acquired 
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the forcible possession of them, in the same cGodi^ 
tion as if she had produeed the great mai by whmn 
they were actneyed; — just as the anci^it ScjrtfaiaQs' 
believed they became inspired with the talento wad 
virtues of those whom they murdered. Or, accord-. 
u>g tQ another interpretation, it may mean that the 
French, who fought to deprive other naticms of Am 
property, had as prmseworthy motives of actiooi as 
the Greeks, who made war in defence of that which 
wa$ their own. But however their <x>nductnught be 
mgarded by themselves^ it is very certun ^at they 
did by no means resemUe those whose genius s^ tiie 
example of such splendid success in the fine aita. 
On the omtrary, the classical prototype of Bucma- 
parte in this transaction, was the Rmnan Cansnl 
Mummius, who violently plundered Greece of those 
treasures of art, of which he himself and his coun. > 
trymen were insensible to the real and proper value. 
. It is indeed little to the purpose, in a mcnral pcuBt 
of view, whether the motive for this species of rapine 
were or were not g^uine love of the art The fin- 
gering connoisseur who secretes a gan, cannot plead 
in mitigation, that he stde it, not on account of the 
v^ue of the stone, but for the excellence of the ^igra- 
ving; any more than the devotee who sUde a BiUe 
could shelter herself under k religious motive. But,in 
truth, we do not believe that the French or their ge- 
neral were actuated on this occasion by the genviine . 
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love of art Tlus taste leads men to entertatn req)ect 
ft>r the objects Vrhtch it admires; and feding its ge- 
mune inflaence, a conqueror would decline to give 
an example of a spedes of ra^nne, which, depriving 
dbose objects of admiration of the protection with 
which the general sentiment of dvilized nations had 
hitherto invested them, must hold them up, like- 
other ordinary property, as a prey to the strcHigest 
soldier. Again, we cannot but be of opinion, that a 
genuine lover of the arts would have hedtated to 
tear diose paintings from the churches or palaces, 
for the decoration of which they had beai expressly 
painted, and where they must always have been seen 
to the best effect, whether from the physical advan- 
tages of the light, size of apartment, and other suit- 
able localities connected with their original idtua- 
tion, or from the moral feelings which comiect the 
works themselves with the place for which they were 
primarily deingned, and which they had occupied 
for ages. The destruction of these mental connex- 
ions, which give so much additional effect to paint- 
ing ai^ statuary, merely to gratify the selfish love 
6f appixipriation, is like taking a gem out of the 
setting, which in many cases may considerably di- 
minish its value. 

We cannot, therefore, believe, that this system of 
spoliation was dictated by any sincere and maiily love 
of the arts, though this was so much talked of iir 
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Fraiice 9t,U^ time, Itmtt8t,oa.^qa9tn^,be a»t 
cribed to tlie nvt and amlntipn of the Duvctory who 
ordered, ^nltbe GeofiralwI^robeyod^botbof whpm^ 
bebg 8»i$ible that the n^t^onalt V4uutj would. he^flaiU 
tftred by ib)3 spedes oC tcibat9, bmnteqed to. secure it 
an^pofdeipciitificatifm. Bi|OQiiparte,iarpacticulai^wa$» 
at least eufficieiKtly awai^egi th^y with, however, \M» 
pui% oCta3(te the Faridans nvgbt look uponktbeai^ 
ex4|uisite product^ns, thfj; would be sufficiently aliye. 
Uhtl^ ceooUect^Oy that, beipg de^wed.by all civilized 
jj^en^l^ the iQost adnurable specimens, iatb^ w<»ild», 
thi^ valoui: aC the Fvench asmiesy i^id, the skill of thm 
ynrivalled gietneral, bad sent them to adom the metro^ 
poUs of Fcanc^ ; and might hope^that once brought 
^ tbe,pj9ime city o£ the Gxeat Nation^ suich cbeC^d"* 
cpuvies could not agjEun be suly ect to. dang^by trans* 
poctation^ but must remain there, fixed ft^ household 
gods, foi! the admiration of posterity^ So hcgpedy, as 
we have sqep, the vector himself; and doubtless^wijth 
the proud anticipation^ that in.future.ages the recoil 
lection of himself^ and of lus deeds, must be insepa*. 
rably connected with the admu?ation which the Muf* 
semnhc oi^lained and enriched by him, was calculated 
to pr^uce. 

But art and ambition are apt to estimate the ad- 
vantages of a> finvourite measure somewhat too has- 
tily. By this breach of the law of nations, as hitherto 
acknowledged and acted, upon, the French degraded 
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tli6ir own diaracter^ and excited the strongest preju- 
dice against their rapad^ among the Italians, whose 
SMise of injury was in prc^rtion to the value which 
they set upon those splendid woiiis, and to the disho- 
nour whkh they felt at being fOTcibly deprived of 
th^n. Their lamentations were almost Tike those of 
MioahtheEpIuraiinite) when robbed of ^* the graven 
ioH^ and tlie Tengkimy and the Ephod^ and the 
molten imag^,.^ by the armed and overbearing Da- 
nites^-*'^ Ye have taken awi^ my gods that I have 
made^ and whali ham 1 mere ?^ 

Again^ by this unjust proceecBng, Buonaparte 
prepased for France andher capital the severe moral 
lesson inflicted upon htr by the allies in 181 5. Vic- 
tory has wings as well as^Riehes; and die abuse of 
conquest, as of wealth, becomes frequently the source 
of bitter retribution. Had the paintings of Correg- 
g^^^md othar gieat masters^ be^i left undisturbed in 
the custody of their true<iwners, there could not have 
hfiett i»om, all an after porio^ when looking around 
Aeliowvvey f<» the reflection, *^ Here once were dis- 
pMed the tcsasnras of art, which, won by violence, 
wevelostbyd^etti;' 
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CHAPTER V. 

directory proposes to divide the Army of Italy betwioft Buona^ 
parte and KeUermann. — Buonaparte resigns, and the Direct 
tory give up the point.^-^InsurrectUm against the French at 
PaviO'-crushed-^nd (he. Leaders shot^Alsoat the Impe* 
^ rial Fiefs and Lugo, quelled and punished in the same way. 
— Reflections, — Austrians defeated at Borghetto, and re* 
treat behind the Adige. — Buonaparte narrowly escapes hemg 
made Prisoner at Faleggio.'-^Mantua hloehaded.'^Venmm 
occupied by the French. — King of Naples secedes from Aue* 
iria. — Armistice purchased by the Pope. — The Neutrality 
of Tuscany violated, and Leghorn occupied by the French 
Troops. — Views of Buonaparte respecting the RevoluHoi^ 
izing of Italy* — He temporizes, — Conduct of tJte Austrian 
Government at this Crisis.'^Beaulieu displaced, and suc^ 
ceeded by Wurmser.^Buonaparte sits down before Mantua. 

Occupying Milan, and conqueror in so many 
battles, Buonaparte might be justly considered as in 
absolute possession of Lombardy, while the broken' 
fbreesof Beaulieu had been compelled to retreat undeir 
that sole remaining bulwark of the Austrian power, 
the strong fortress of Mantua, where they might 
await such support as should be detached to them 
through the Tyrol, but could undertake no offensive 
operations. To secure his position, the Austrian ge- 
neral had occupied the line formed by the Mincio, his 
left flank resting upon Mantua, his right upon Pes- 
chiera, a Venetian city and fortress, but of which he 
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had taken possession, against the reclamation of the 
Venetian government, who were desirousof observing 
a neutrality between such powerful belligerents, not 
perhaps altogether aware how far the victor, in so 
dreadful a strife, might be disposed to neglect the 
general law of naticms. The Austrian defence on 
the right. was pndonged by the Lago di Ouarda, a 
large lake out of which the Mindo flows, and whichy 
running thirty-five miles northward into the moun- 
tmns c^ the Tyrol, maintained uninterrupted Beau* 
lieu'^s communication with Germany. 

Buonaparte in the meantime p^mitted his forcei^ 
only the repose of four or five days, ere he agm& 
stunmoned than to active exertion. He called on 
them to vi^t the Capitol^ there to re-establish (he 
ought to have said to carry away) the statues of the 
great men of antiquity, and to change, or rather re- 
novate, the destinies of the finest district of Eurc^. 
But while thus engaged, he received orders from 
Paris respecting bis farther proceedings, whi(^ must 
have served to convince him that aU his personal ene- 
piies, all who doubted and feared him, were not to be 
found in the Austrian ranks. 

The Directory themselves had b^^n to suspect the- 
prudence of sufiering the wh<^e harvest of success: 
which Italy afforded, to be reaped by the adventu-^ 
rous and haughty character who had first thrust ia 
the sickle. They perhaps felt already an instinctive 
distrust of the waxing influence, which was des-. 
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liiifd Qm dey Uyoif^Mpomer tbeix awth Uader some 
such imprmwrio,. ibej reserved to dtYsde the «vb j 
#C Italy betwuUBuonaiMivte and EeUenrauin, direct, 
hig the former general to pats the Po^ and advHKt 
southward (m Borne and Naples^, with twenty thou* 
SMid men,; wlnle KeUanBian% with the other moiety 
ef. the: Italian aamy^should preaa the siege of Mantva, 
and make head agaimt the Austrians. 

This wasi taking BtsonapuBte's victory out of his 
gnasp; and he resenied the psoposal accordKn^, by 
transmitting his resignation^ and deeUning to bare 
any eoncem m the lots' of hia army^ and the firaits 
of bia conquests. He affirmed, dmtKeUermann, with 
an^aImy seduced to twenty thousand mai, ooakknot 
£Me Beaulieu, but wouM be speedily dnven out of 
I^enJbardy; and that, in csnsequenee^ the army 
w^ieh advanced southward would be orerwhehned 
anddeslroyed* Ooabad general, he said, wai bet** 
l»r than twio good ones. The Directey must hove 
peoottKed from sudi a reply, the firm and iaiexiUb 
natureiof the^nmn they had made the leader c^ their 
armies^ but they dared not, sueh was his reputalamiy 
proceed in the plan they had fermed for the dimita 
nuBtioBof hie powar;. and perhaps, for the first time 
since the Hevoluticmy the otecutiye govenaami of 
FraiMe wa^ compiled ta give way to a suoccs8lii( 
goianl, and adqot his views instead of their own. 
The campaign was left to his sde management ; he 
obtunedanaseendency which he took admirable care 
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Bot to relinqmrii » Mid tt b oowe the 4m\f tndc of the 
Directory^ ae £ur as Italy was ^o&mxanudA^ ko study 
j^Miaaes for kitknmting tfacirapp ic tta itk ia of theyouag 
geoeral^s meaiurai. 

Whateyer were tfaeiiltiontedeaigni of BnoiiapMrte 
t^gtixttiJIiome^be dioughtitprtideBttowispeiidtiieni 
iinttl he sbouU be ftee from all danger of (he Aiib- 
tjriaas, by the final defeat of Beaalieu. For thw 
object^ be directed the divinoDs of bts army to- 
wards the rig)it baoik of the Miacuo/ wkh m Tiew «f 
<moe VMxe fardi^ Beaulieu^s poBOtion, irfter faaving 
taken precaotbosfior bloekadn^ the citadel of Milan, 
where the AifcstriaDS stiH held out, and Ibr guarding 
Pavia and other points, which appearcdneoessasy %o 
secure his conquests. 

Napoleon himsetffised his faeadp^puMrteis at Lodf, 
upon theS4th of May. But he was soaroely arrived 
thore, when he received the idarmmg intelligeilee, 
that the eity of Pavia, with all the sunrounding dis- 
tricts, w^re in arms in his rear; timt the tocsin was 
ringing in every village, and that news were eh^cula*- 
ted that the Prince of Cond4^s army, united with a 
strong Austrian force, hui descended from the Tyrol 
into Italy. Some commotions had shown themsdves 
in Milan, and the Austrian garrison there made de- 
monstrations towards favouring the insurrection in 
Pavia, where the insurgents were completely suc- 
cessful, and had made prison«*s a French corps of 
three hundred men. 
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Buoliapiafte represents these disturbances as ef&ct- 
ed-by Au^trbn agents ; but he had formeriy assured 
us, that the Italians took little interest in the fate of 
thdr German masters. The truA is, that, hairing 
^ntared Italy with the most flattering assurances of 
observh^ respect for public and private property, 
the Fr^ch had aUe^ted the inhabitants, by exact- 
jug the contributions which they had imposed on the 
country with great severity. As Catholics, the Ita^. 
lians were also disgusted with the open indignities 
thtown cm the places and objects of public worship, a^ 
well as on the persons and character of their priests.^ 

The noUes and the clergy naturally saw their ruin 
jm the success of the- French ; and the lower classes 
joined them for the time, from dislike to foreigners, 
love 'of national independence, resentment of the ex- 
«cti<m8 made, and the acts of sacrilege committed by 
the ultramontane invaders. About thirty thousand 
insurgents were in a^ms ; but having no regular forces 
on -which to rest as a rallying point, they were ill 
calcmlated to endure the rapid assault of the disci« 
pliiied French. 

Buonaparte, anxious to extinguish a flame so formi- 



* It has been alleged, that in a farce exhibited on the public stage 
hf aaihority of Buonaparte, the Pope was introduced in his pontifi- 
cal dress. This, which could not be looked on as.less than sacrilege 
by a Catholic population, does not accord with the general conduct of 
Buonaparte. . See, howerer, Tableau des Premih-es Gucrres de Biio^ 
tiaparie^ Paris, 18J5, par Le Chevalier Meehand de Villclle, p. 41. 
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ddble, instantly relumed from Lodi to Miiaii, at the 
head of a stroi^ diviaon^ took order jEmt tbe mktj 
•of the capital of Xiombardy, and moved next vumsmg 
towards Pavia, the centre of the insurrection.^ The 
vilkigie of Benasco, which.was defended against L«^ 
nes, was taken by storm, the inhabitants put to the 
sword, and the jiaee plundered and burnt Nqx>leon 
himself arrived brfore Pavia, blew the gates open 
with his cannon, dispersed with ease the half-armed 
insurgents, and caused the leaders of the insurrec- 
,tion to be put to death, for having attempted to de- 
fend the independence of their country* He thai 
seized on the persons of many inhabitants, and sent 
them to Paris as hostages for the suligecUon of their 
fellow-citizens. 

The French general published a proclamation in 
•the Republican style, in which he reproadies the in- 
surgents for presuming to use arms in defence of their 
country, and menaces with fire and sword whatever 
individuals should in future prosecute the same da- 
ring course. He made his threat good some weeks 
afterwards, when a similar insurrecticm took place in 
those districts called the Imperial fiefs, and still later, 
when an effort at resistance was attempted in the 
town of Lugo. On both occasions, the leaders of the 
armed inhabitants were tried by a military commis- 
sion, condemned, and shot On the last, indeed, to 
revenge the defeat sustained by a squadron of French 
dragoons, Lugo was taken by storm, piPaged, buml^ 

IT 



Digitized 



by Google 



100 UFE OV 

mad the mm put to the sword ; while mmme cvedk 
seemm lo be taken by Buonaparte in bis <)i8pat)dn^ 
tot the deoiaicy of d» French) which ipnred the 
womai nnd cfaiMven. 

ft tt anposnbk toi^nd theaeeoontof IbeBebvbs- 
titaei, without oontinstiag them with the «{Roiiw 
professed on other ocoaaoms both bjr die ie|)ublMW 
and imperial gorennnents of Fivaoe. The first of 
these exdaimed as at an unheard of cruekj^ when the 
Dnke of Bruns^k^ in hh oelebfated procbmiaticmi 
dnreatoied to treat as a brigand eveiy Fimidiinan, 
not bdng a soldier, whom he should firal under arms, 
and to destroy sudi yiHages as should o£fer resistanee 
to ihe inrachog army« The Freneh at tbat time con- 
sidered with justice, that, if there is one duty more 
holy than another, it is that which calls on meil to 
defend their native country agidnsC invasion. Napo^ 
leon, being emperor,' was of the same opiilion ia the 
years 1818 and 1814, when the allies entered the 
French territories, and when, in various proclama- 
tions, he caUed on the inhabitants to me i^amst 
the invaders with the impkments of their ordinary, 
labour when tbey had no bettor arms, and ^ to Aoot 
a foreigner as they would a wcdf.^ It would be diffi* 
cult to reconcile these invitations wkh the cruel ven« 
geance taken on the town of Lugo, for observing a 
line of conduct which, in siaciilar circ^mstitfices, Buo- 
naparte so keenly and earnestly recommended to 
those whom fortune had made his own subjects. 
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' f he brief insurgeetorirf Pavia su ppm i w d by iiiate 
ilevetides, Buonaparfe <»^ more tuhled bis 
to the strdtig poaition of the Austiriaofl, with tbe pur^ 
pose of deducing Beaulieu to a more decided stal*^ 
<^ disability, befioore he executed the threatened Ten- 
^jeance of the BepuUic cm the Sovereign PontiS 
F<Nr this purpose he advanoed to Brescia, uid ma^ 
noeuyred in such a foatwlet aJg induced BeatiUeo; 
iriioro' repeated sunrises of the' same kind had not 
put upon his gttard, tobelbre, that either the French 
general' i&tettded (p ktteittpt die passage of the Min^ 
cio at the smaU but strong town al Feschiera, where 
/" that river issues from the Lago^di Guarda, or. else 
that, ii(Uurching northward along the eastern bank, he 
designed to come round the heaSd of the lake, and 
^us turn Uie right of the Austrian position. While 
Beaulieu disposed his forces as expecting an attack 
on the right of his line, Buonaparte, with his usual 
celerity, proposed to attack himr on the centre, at 
^ Borghetto; a town situated on the Mincioj and c^mi- 
manding a bridge over it, above ten miles lower thail 
Pescluera. 

Oit the 80tb May, the French general attacked 
with superior foi^, and repulsed across the Min- 
cio, att Austrian oor^s who endeavoured to covei* 
the town. The fugitives attempted to demolish 
the bridge, and did break down one of its arches. 
But the French, rushing forward With impetuosity, 

VOL. in. i / 



Digitized 



by Google 



KM Uf K w 

QSiierf^var of a be^vy 4ni Mpw tM^mtioMuas 4us- 
t^nmb rq^ed the brok^ lu?^ «^9ii^eS9c(ii.imr 
ilge, md U^ Mmb, pam4 9i| tbf) Fa a^ 

^ (l^ army drawn v^ I^^d H- 

Bfoap^tu, wbo had his h^f^qpM^eam at Y^l^ggic^ 

B^fcre^ ai^ ^vacuatipg Pw^Wora, xoarobed hk difr 
iq#y^ foiK^ behind tba AdiftBst leaving ^yq hw- 
dr^ prisoners, vith other Upphi^ of Tictorj, ip ^ 
ba^ds of the Frenph. Syonai^t^ had d?f»gi|6d that 
^ daj of supoesa should bay^ b^p st^U mor^ der 
i^ve^ for hQ meditated ap attai^k Mp^n feisi^hi^Ka fi^ 
ihe moment; when ^ha pa^asigp ati pprghetto wa^ ap<- 
i»mpli»hed I but ^r($ Al|g^«av^. tp whpm thi« mfr 

IMj^vre wa^ pQpamitt^j^ h^d ^mfi tP apprfwb ?^ 
phii^a, H was ^vapijiated by »b§ Auatrians, whp ww 
in f nU letr^ by C^tiel ff upvp, parot^cted bj thw 
malry. 

The left pf die Austrian Ime, cut oflF frpm ^ 
fi^ntre by the paspg^ pf the Fr^ ^ch^ had be^ st;^ 
tioned at Puzzuolo, lower on the Mincip, Wb^ 
g^bptte^dprfu ^bp qpmqaanded the Imperial trppps 
st^^ned pn the left bwfc, heard the qapuonade, b^ 
impQediat% ascended th^ river, to assist his cppi- 
mand^r-ia-chief to repel th^ French, or to take them 
in flank if it wa^ ahready crossed, The retreat of 
Beaulieu mad^ both purposes impossihle; and yet ^ 
march of Sebottendorf had almost produce^ aje^ult 
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of pmUic eomefiicnce Ikan wvMiU hme beM the 
QWHt ccmiplBte tictoty. 

Tiie Freadi divkiQii iHuoh. first croaaed the 
Miimo^ had passed thnmgfa Yaleggto wilsbMt hdl4 
iag^ in punsuit of BeauHeu, by whotn the inUagc 
bad been just befoce abandoned. Bwinaparte wid» 
a smaU xetinue remmaed in the fdace, «id Massena^ 
dimbn weee s^ cm die rigbt hank of the Miacie^ 
pveparing dlleir dinner. At this moment the iidva»i 
oed guard oi Sdbottendorf, consisting of hulans and 
hussars^ {Hished into the Tillage of Valeg^. Tha« 
was but barely time to cry to arms^ and, shutting the 
ga4;es of the inn, to employ the geoeral^a smaH escort 
m its defaice, while Buonaparte^ escaping by ^e g«r« 
den,*moiuited lus horse and galloped towards Ma&- 
8«»'s division. The sol£ers threw aside thmr oook- 
evy,and marched insftantly agamstSebott^idiMri^ who. 
With mwh difficulty,, and not without loss, effected a 
retreat in the same directioiiashiscoiBniaBder.in.dliief 
Beaulieu. This personal risk induced Buonaparte to. 
tmvL what he called the corps of guides, veterans of- 
ten yem* service at least, who were perpetually near 
his person, and, 'like the Triarii of the Romans, 
wa« employed only when the most desperate ^orts 
of courage were necessary. Bessieres, afterwards 
Did&e of Istria, and Mareschal of France, was placed > 
at the bead of this chosen body, which gave rise to 
the formation of the celebrated Imperial Guards of 
NapolecHi. 
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Tke passage of the Mindo obl^ed Ae AiuHriaQS 
to retire within the frontier of the Tytcl ; and they 
might have been considered as comj^ktely eitpdled 
from Italy, had not Mantua and the citadel of Milan 
still continued to display the Imperial banners. The 
castle of Milan was a place of no extraordinary 
strength, the surrender of which might be calculated 
on so soon as the general fate of war had declared 
itself agfunst the present posatessops. But Mantua 
was by nature one of those ahnost impregnable for- 
tresses, which may long, relymg on its owiv resources^ 
defy any compulsion but that of famine. 

The town and fortress <lf Mantua are situated on 
a species of island, five or six leagues square, ealledf 
the Seraglio, formed by three lakes, which com^ 
municate with, or rather are formed by, the Minda 
This island has access to the land by five cause- 
ways, the most important of which was ki> VJdG de- 
fended by a regular citadel, called, from the via^ 
nity of a ducal palace. La Favorita. Another was 
defended by an entrenched camp, extending between 
the fortress and the lake. The third wa» protected 
by a horn work. The remaining two causeways were 
only defended by gates and drawbridges. Mantua, 
lew in situation, and surrounded by water, in a warm 
climate, is natuvally unhealthy; but the air was Ukely 
t^be still more destructive to a besieging army, (which 
neceflsariiy lay in many respects more exposed to the 
element*, and were besides in greater numbers, and 
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iess habituated to the air of the {dace,) than to a 
garrison who had been seasoned to it, and were wdl 
accommodated within the fortress. 

To surprise a place so strong by a coup-de-nudn was 
impossible, though Buonaparte represents his soldiars 
as murmuring that such a de^rate feat was not 
attempted. But he blockaded Mantua with a large 
force, aiid proceeded to take such other measures 
to improve his success, as might pave the waj to 
fiiture victories. The garrison was numerous, 
amounting to from twelve to fourteen thousand men ; 
and the deficiencies of the fortifications, which the 
Austrians had neglected in over security, ware made 
up for by the natural strength of the place. Yet of 
the five causeways, Buonaparte made himself mastar 
of four ; and thus the enemy lost possesion of all be* 
yond the walls of the town and citadd, and had only 
the means of attaining the mainland through the 
dtadelof LaFavorita. Lines of circumvallation were 
formed, and Serrurier was left in blockade of the for« 
tress, which the possesion of four {£ the accesses en* 
abled him to accomplish with a body of pen inferior 
to the garrison. 

To complete the blockade, it w|is necessary to come 
to some arrangement with the ancient republic of 
Venice. With this venerable government Napoleon 
bad the power of working his own pleasure ; for al- 
though the state might have raised a oonriderable 
army to assist the Austrian^, to whom its senate, or 
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arifttoGriAicgov€rnmeiit,certiunlyb(Nre'good-win^ yet, 
Jiaiong been in amity with the French Republic, they 
deemed the step too hazardous, and vainly tmstinj^ 
that their neutrality would be respected, they saw the 
Austiian power com^etely broken for the time, bc»- 
fere they took any active measures either to stand in 
th w defence, or to deprecate the wrath of the victor. 
But when the Une of the Mindo was forced, and 
Buonaparte occupied the Venetian territory on the 
left bank, it was time to seek by concessions that 
deSereoce to die rights of an independent country^ 
which the cmee hau^ty aristocracy of Venice had 
lost a favourable opportunity of supporting by force. 
There was one circumstance which rendered their 
cause unfavourable. Loms XVIII., under the title 
of a private person, the Comte de Lille, had recei« 
ved the hospitality of the republic, and was per- 
mitted to remain at Verona, living in strict sedu. 
won. The permission to^tertain this distbguidi- 
ed exile, the Venetian government had almost m^i. 
dacAted from the French revolutionary rulers, in a 
manner which we would term mean, were it not for 
the goodness of the intention, which leads us to re* 
gard the conduct of the andent mistress of the 
Adriatic with pity rather than coi^empt But when 
the screen of the Austrian force no longer existed 
between the invading armies <rf France and the Ve- 
netian territories— when the final subjugation of the 
north of Italy was resolved on— the Directory pe- 
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remptovily dtmiodtd^ aad th« sttmie of Yeokt w«vt 
obliged to grant, an order, removing the Comte de 
JLUle from the bouodartet of the republic 

The illustrious exile protested against this breach 
of ho^itality, and dananded, before parting, that 
his name, which had been placed on the golden book 
of the republic, shcHild be erased, and that the ar» 
mour presented by Henry IV. to Venice, diould be 
restored to his descendant* Both demands were 
evaded, as might have been expected in the circum- 
stances, and the future monarch of France left Ve- 
rona on the 21st of April, 1796, for the army of the 
prince of Conde, in whose ranks he proposed to place 
himself, withput the purpose of assuming any conu 
mand, but only that of fighting as a volunteer in the 
chfuracter of the first gentleman in France. Othor 
less distinguished emigrants, to the number of several 
hundreds, who had found an asylum in Italy, were, 
by the successes at Lodi and Borghetto, compelled 
to fly to other countries. 

Buonaparte, immediately after the battle of Bor- 
ghetto, and the passage of the Mincio, occupied 
the town of Verona, and did hot fail to intimate 
to its magistrates, that if the Pretender, as he term* 
ed him, to the throne of France, had not left Ve- 
rona before his arrival, he would have burnt to the 
ground a town which, acknowledging him as Kmg of 
France, assumed, in doing so, the aii' of being itself 
the ca{Mtal of that republic. This might, no doubt. 
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sound gallant inPms; but Buonaporte Icnew w«il 
that Louis of France was not teodyed in the Vene^ 
tian territory as the successor to his brother^s thriHiey 
but only with the hos^tality due to an unfortunate 
prince, who, suiting his claim and title to his situa- 
tion, was content to shelter his head, as a private 
man might have done, from the evils which seemed 
to pursue him. 

The neutrality of Venice was, however, for the 
time admitted, though not entirely from respect for 
the law of nations ; for Buonaparte is at some puns to 
justify himself for not having seized without cere- 
mony on the territories and resources of thi^ repuUic, 
although a neutral power as far as her utmost exer- 
tions could preserve neutridity. He contented him- 
self for the time with occupying Vercma, and other 
dependencies of Venice upon the Ijne <^ the Adige. 
>* You are too weak,'' he said to the Proveditore 
Fescarelli, " to pretend to enforce neutrality, with a 
few hundred Sclavonians, on two such nations as 
France and Austria. The Austrians have not re- 
spected your territory where it suited their purpose, 
and I must, in requital, occupy such part as falls 
within the line of the Adige,'* 

But he considered that the Venetian territories to 
the westward should in policy be allowed to retain 
the character of neutral ground, which The Govern- 
ment, as that of Venice was emphatically called, 
would not, for their own sakes, permit them to 
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kee ; wbile otherwise, if oceufned hy the French 
j» conquercHTs, these tinud neutrals might, upon any 
reverse, have resamed the character of fierce op- 
pcnients. And, at all events, in order to secure a 
terrkory as a crniquesl, which, if respected as neutral, 
-would secure itself, there would have been a neces« 
my for dividing the French forces, which it was Buo- 
naparte^s wish to <x)ncentrate. From interested mo- 
tivesy therefcNre, if not fiom respect to justice, Buo^ 
naparte deferred seizing the territory of Vemce when 
within his grasp, conscious that the total defeat of 
the Austrians in Italy would, when accomplished, 
leave the prey as attainable, and more defenceless 
than ever. Having disposed his army in its position, 
and prepared some of its divisions for the service 
which they were to perform as movable columns, he 
returned to Milan to reap the harvest of bis successes. 
The first o[ these consisted in the defection of the 
King of Naples from the cause of Austria, to which, 
from family connexion, he had yet rem wied attached, 
though of late with less deep devotion. His cavalry 
had behaved better during the engagements on the 
Mincio, than has been of late the custom with Nea^ 
politan troops, and had suffered accordingly. The 
King, discouraged with the loss, solicited an armis- 
tice, which he easily obtained; for bis dominions 
beiidg situated at the lower extremity of Italy, and 
his force extending to sixty thousand men at least, it 
was of importance to secure the neutrality of a power 
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w)n> iti^ bt ^a ngcwmi^ and who wn doI^ as louiU 
ten stood, under the knmecfiflte control of the Fiench. 
A Neapditan ambassador was sent to Paris to oon- 
diKle a final peace; in the meanwhile, the soldiers «f 
the King of the Two Sidlies were withdrawn Iboni 
the army of BeaulteU) and returned to their own coim- 
trj» The dispositions of the Court of Naples ooii« 
tinned, nevertheless^ to vacillate, as opportunity of 
advantage, joined mth the hatred of the Queen, (sis* 
ter of Maiie Antoinette,) or the fear of the Fj^enck 
asilitary supericHntj, seemed to predominate. 

The storm now thickened round the devoted head 
of the Pope. Ferrara and Bologna, the t€»rritories of 
which belonged to the Holy See, were occupied by 
the French troops. In the latter place, four hundred 
of the Papal troops were made prison^s, with a car- 
dinal who acted as thdr officer. The latter was dis- 
missed on his parole. But when summoned to re- 
turn to the French head-quarters, his Eminence de- 
dined to obey, and amused the Republican officers 
a good deal, by alleg^g that the Pope had dispensed 
with liis ^igagemoit Afterwards, however, there 
were officers of no mean rank in the French service 
who could contrive to extricate themselves from the 
engq^ement of a parole, without troubling the Pope 
Am: his interference on the occadon. Influenced by 
the approaching danger, the Court of Bome sent 
Azara, the Spanish minister, with full powers tp treat 
fer an annistioe* It was a remarkable part of Buo« 
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bear as when to strike. Rome, it ima triie^ was mk 
^lemy whom France, or at least its present rulers^ 
both bated mod iiespised; but the moment was theft 
inopportone for the prosecodon of their resentflwnt 
To hare detached a sufficient force in that diie6- 
lion^ would have weakened the French army in Ae 
north of Italy, where fresh bodies of Grerman troc^ 
ware already arriving, and might have been attaided 
with great ultimate risk, since there was a posnUlity 
that the English might have transported to Italy tiie 
forces which they were about td withdraw from Cor* 
sica, amounting to m thousand men. But diough 
these consideradons recommended to Napcdeon a 
negotiation with the Pope, his Holiaess was com* 
pelted to purchase the armistice at a severe rate. 
Twenty, one millions of francs, in actual specie, with 
large contributions in forage and military stores, 
the cession of Ancbna, Bologna, and Ferrara, not 
forgetting one hundred of the finest pctura, sta. 
tues, and similar objects of art, to be selected ac* 
ooiUtng to the chmce of the committee c^ artists who 
attended the French army, were th^ price c^ a re- 
spite which was not of long duration. It was parti« 
cularly stipulated, with Republican ostentation, that 
the busts of the elder and younger Brutus were to 
be among the number of ceded articles, and it was 
in this manner that Buonaparte made good his vaunt^ 
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of estaUiflliiog in the Roman capitol the statues of 
the illustrious and clasncal dead. 

The Archduke of Tuscany was next to undergo 
the republican disdpline. It is true, that prince had 
given no offence to the French Republic ; on the con- 
trary, he had claims of merit with them, from having 
been the very first power in Europe who acknowled- 
ged them as a legal government, and having ever 
since been in strict amity with them. It seemed also, 
that while justice required he should be spared, the 
interest of the French themselves did not oppose the 
conclusion. His country could have no influence on 
the fate of the impending war, being situated on the 
western side of the Apennines. In these circum- 
stances, to have seized on his museum, however 
tempting, or made requisitions on his territories, 
would have appeared unjust towards the earliest ally 
of the French Republic ; so Buonaparte contented 
himself with seizing on the Grand Duke's sea-port of 
L^hom, confiscating the English goods which his 
subjects had imported, and entirely ruining the once 
flourishing commerce of the Dukedom. Itwasaprin- 
dpal object with the French to seize the British mer, 
chant vessels, who, confiding in the respect due to a 
neutral power, were lying in gre^t numbers in the 
harbour ; but the English merchantmen had such 
eariy intelligence as enabled them to set sail for Cor- 
sica, although a very great quantity of valuable goods 
fell into the possession of the French. 



Digitized 



byGoogle 



NAPOLEON B0OKAPARTE. 173 

' While the Frendi general was thus Yiolath^ the 
neutrality of the Grand Duke^ occupying by sur* 
I»nse his valuable seaport, add destroyii^ the com- 
merce of his state, the unhappy prince was compel- 
led to receive him at Florence, with all the respect 
due tcr a vahied friend, and profess the utmost obli- 
gation to Mm for bis lenity, while Manfredini, the 
Tuscan minister, endeavoured to throw a veil of de* 
cency over the transactions at L^horn, by allowing 
that the English were more masters in that port than 
was the Grand Duke himself. Buonapartd disdain- 
ed to have recourse to any paltry apologies. «* The 
French flag,^' he said, " has been insulted in Leg- 
horn — ^You are not strong enough to cause it to Be 
respected. The Directory has commanded me to 
occupy the place.^ Shortly after, Buonaparte^ du- 
ring an entertainment given to* him by the Grand 
Duke at Florence, received intelligence that the ci- 
tadel of Milan had at length surrendered. He rub^ 
bed his hands with self-congratulation, and turnings 
to the Grand Duke, observed, " that the Emperor, 
his brother, had now lost his last possession in Lom- 
bardy." 

When we read of the exactions and indtgnitSes to 
which the strong reduce the weak, it is imposrible 
not to remember the simile of Napoleon himself, 
who compared the alliance of France and an inferior 
state, to a ^ant emlmicing^ a dwarf. " The poor 
dwarf,"" he added, " may probably be sufTocated in 
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die «nMoC hid friend; but the giii»» dMi wt inean 
it» and cannot b^ it"" 

While Buooaparl^ made tr»oet with, leTeralrof Ae 
old itotea ia ltaly»o^r«th^ a^oumed their de«U:ue* 
tioa in ccpMsideratioo of lai^ contribu^ns^ ha wan 
far from losing sight of the mwi oli^t ^ the J^veaoh 
DkedUxjf wluch was to cause the adjacent govern- 
ments to be revolutionized and new-mod^led on a 
republican jbnn^ cc^rresfKmding to that of the Greafe 
Naticm bers^f. 

This scheme was^ in every respect, an esxeedhig** 
ly artful (we. In every state which the Freadi nugb^ 
overrun or conqu^, there must occur, as we have 
already repea^ly noticed, men fitted to form tibo 
members of revQluti<»wy government:, and who, 
from thdur previous ^tuation and halnts, must ne^ 
cessarily be found eager to do so. Such msa are 
sure to be supported by the rabble of large towns, 
who are attracted by the prospect of plunder, and 
by the ipkndid prcnnis^ of hboriy, which they id* 
waya understand as^ promiinDg the equalization of 
property, Thua provided with mAterials for their 
edifice, the bayonets of the French army were of 
strength sufficient.to prevent the task from b^o^ in- 
terrupted, and the French |lepublic had soon to greet 
aster states, under the government of men who hdd 
their c^Sces by the pleasure of France, and who were 
obliged, t^erefore^ to comply .with 9U her requis^ 
tions, however unreaacmable. 
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Tbift wnngemm, tSMcAsd iimt Frwck govern^ 
m^t m o{qportiipU]f of dmwig n«rj mimiBg^ 
fiEom tlie suboiediiiate rq>iiUioi^ which could poaably 
be cUained out of them, without %t the lame tine 
incurring the pdium of v^akiug the e»etioBs in thm 
own mune* It is a custom in some ^sountrias^ when 
21 cow who has lost b^ oalf will not yidd her milk ' 
freely, to place before the refractory ammftl the akift 
qt her yoimg one stuilkd, so as to hare some resem^ 
I^auoe to life« The cow is deceiyed by this impost 
tore* and yields to be milked upon seeing thb repre^ 
s^Oti^ye of her offspring. In like avinn^, the show 
qf independence assigned to the Batavian, and other 
aasociated repubUqs, enabled France to drain these 
CQuntri^ of supplies^ wluch, while they had the ap^ 
peiMranqe of bwig giy^ to the goyeraments of those 
whp gw^ted the sppplies, passed, in fact, into the 
h/m^ of their engfossing ally, Buonqparte was suf- 
4<»ently s^ware that it was ^pected from him tQ ei^- 
t^d the same systcpi to Italy^ and to accelerate, in 
the conquered countries of that fertile land, this spe^ 
cies of ppliticiJ regeneratiw ; but it would appear 
that, upon the whole, he thought the soil scarcely 
prepared for a republican haryest. He m^it^ons, 
no doubt, that the natiyes of Bologna and Reggio^ 
und other districts, were impatient to unite with the 
French as alliQSj, and intimate friends ; but eyen these 
exprefsiqns are ^ liq^tfid ^ to make it plaiii that the 
fee^pgs of the Italics in gfuerid w^^ Qpt m yet 
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favourable to that revoliltioti i^hich the Directory 
desired^ and which he endeavoured to forward. 

He had, indeed, in all his proclamation^, deckred 
to the inhabitants of the invaded countries, that lain 
war was not waged with them but with* their govern- 
ments, and had published the strictest orders for 
the discipline to be observed by hiis followers. But 
llMyugh this saved the inhabitants from immediate 
violence at the hand of the French soldiery, it did 
not diminish the weight of the requisitions with which 
the country at large was burdened,* and to which 
poor and rich had to contribute their diare. They 
were pillaged with regularity, and by order, but 
they were not the less pillaged; and Buonaparte 
himself has informed us, that the necessity of main- 
taining the French army at their expense very much 
retarded the march of French principles in Italy. 
" You cannot,** he says, with much truth, ** at the 
same moment strip a people of their substance, and 
persuade them while doing so, that you are their 
friend and benefactor.^ 

He mentions alsoj in the St Helena manilscripts, 
the regret expressed by the wise and philosophi- 
cal part of the community, that the revolution of 
Rome, the' source and director of superstitious opi- 
nions^ had not beeit commenced ; but frankly admits 
that the tinie was not come for going to such extre- 
mities, and that he was contented with plundering 
the Roman See of its money and valuables, waiting 
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luMil the fit ittomost slKyQldanheof totatt/datfo^ 
iiig that ancient hi^archy. 

It was not without difficulty that Buonaparte 
could bring the Direct<»7 to understand and relish 
these tanporifiing measures. They had fcmned a 
false idea of the country, and of the state and tem- 
per of the people, and were dearous at once to revo* 
lutionize Rome, Naples, and Tuscany. 

Napoleon, more prudently, lefl these extensive re- 
igns under the directicm of their old and feeble go* 
vemments, whom he compelled in the interim to sup- 
ply him with money and contributions, in exchange 
for a protracted existence, which he intended to de-^ 
stroy so soon as the fit opportunity should offer itself. 
What may be thought of thb policy in diplomacy, we 
pretend not to say ; but in private life it would be 
justly branded as altogether infamous. In point of 
morality, it resembles the conduct of a robber, who, 
having exacted the surrender of the travellers pro- 
perty, as a ransom for his life, concludes his violence 
by murder. It is alleged, and we have little doubt 
with truth, that the Pc^ was equally inmncere, imd 
struggled only, by immediate submission^ to prepare 
for the hour, when the Austrians should strengthen 
thdr power in Italy. But it is the duty of the his- 
torian budly to proclium, that the bad faith of one 
party in a treaty forms no excuse for that ci the 
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olheir ; and that iMEUbaal ccAlMcti ought lb be, esp^. 
ctally on the stronger side, as pare iiv th^ intenl, 
and executed as^ rigidly, as if those witb whom they 
were contacted were hdd to be equally sineeie in 
dieir propositions.^^ If the more powerful party juc^ 
otherwise, the meansai« in their himd to eontmue the 
war ; and they ought to encounter their morip feeble 
enemy by detection^ and punishment of his fraud, 
not by anticipating the same deceitful course which 
their c^^ponent has resorted tx> in the consciousness of 
his weakness,— like a hare which douMeis befinre the 
hounds when die has no oth^ hope of escape: Iv 
will be well wil^ the world, when falsehood andfineiie 
are as thoroughly exploded in internatiotial commu- 
nication,, asr they are among indinduak in aUem^ 
hzed countriea 

But though those states, whose sovereigns could 
afford to pay for forbearance, were suffered for alime 
to remain under their Micient governments, it might 
have been thought that Lombardy, from which the 
Austrians had been aloiost totaUy driven, and where» 
of course, there was naone to compound with on the 
part of the old government, woirid have been made 
an exception* Accordingly, the French faction in 
these districts^ with all the numci-ous class who were 
awakened by the hope <rf national ind^n^nce, ex- 
pected iropatienUy the declaration of their freedom, 
feom the Austrian yoke, and their erection, under the 
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ftfotedtioh of^Pnmce, into a repaWie ettfliewte 
model with thatch the Great Nation. Buidthoagh 
- Buonaparte encouraged men who held tbeae^opbioMy 
> and writers who silpported them, he had tiro w«|^y 
• rea(K>n9 tar procrattinathig on this pmnt. Firsts if 
' France manumitted Lombardy, and comrerted her 
» from a conquered province into an ally^ diemtu^ in 
connstencjr have Abstained fh)m demanding of the lu 
. bmtedoountry those 8up|)rie9,by whidi Buonaparte^s 
aimy was entirdy pmd and supported. Again, if this 
difficulty could be got over, there remained the secret 
^purpose of the Directory to be considered. Th^had 
''determined, when diey should make peace with the 
Emperor of Au8tria,to exact the cession of Belgium 
and ike territory of Luxembourg, as provinces lying 
convenient to France, and had resolved, that under . 
certasn circumstances, they would even give up Lom« 
bardy again to his donunion, rather than not obtmn 
these mace dearable objects. To erect a new repub- 
' lie in the country which they were prepared to re« 
. sliore to its former sovereign, would have been to 
^ ihtak a Imr in the way of thrir own n^otiation. 
Buonaparte had th^efore the difficult task of at once 
encouraging, on the part of the repubhcans of Lom- 
bardy, the principles which induced them to demand 
a.sqparate government, and of soothing them to elx« 
pect with patience events, which he was secretly con- 
scious nught posnUy never '^come to pass. The final 
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' bioe shall be ^M ^a^whmHe. It nity be jmt fieeen- 
saiy to observe, that the conduct of the'Freiidi to- 

. wards die repidilicans whom they had fcmned no pre- 
determination to support, was as uncandid as towards 
the ancient govemmoits whom they treated with. 
Thqr sold to the latter fidse hopes of secuiity , and 
encouraged the form^ to express s^itiments and 
ojHnicms, whid must hate eiqposed them to riim, in 

■ et^otihe restoration of Lombardy toits old rulers, 

. an event which the Directory all along contemplated 

, in secret Such is, in almost all cases, the rii^ in- 
eurred by a domestic faction, who trust to carry their 
peculiar objects in the bosom of their own country 
by means of a foreign nation, Thesr too poweffii] 
auxiliaries are ever ready to sacrifice them to thdr 

. €>wn views of emolument. 

Having noticed the effect of Buonaparte^s short 
but brilliant campaign on other states, we must ob- 
serve the effects which his victories produced on 
Austria herself. These were ^tirely consistent ifith 
her national character. The same tardiness which 
has long made the government of Austria dow in 
availing themselves of advantageous circumstmces, 
cautious in th^ plans, and unwilling to adopt, or 

- indeed to study to comprehend, a new system of 
tactics, even after having repeatedly exp^i^ced its 
terrible efficacies, is comUned with the better qua- 
tities of firm determination, resolute endurance, and 
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osqueochable spirit. The Austrian slowness and ob« 
stinaey, whieh havQ sometimes threatened them with 
ruin^ have, on the other hand, often been compen- 
sated by their firm perseverance and courage in ad- 
varsity. 

Upon the present occasion, Austria showed ample 
demcmstraticni of the various qualities we have as- 
cribed to her. The rapid and successive victories 
of Buonaparte, appeared to her only the rash flight 
of an eaglet, whose juvenile audacity had ov^-esti- 
mated tm strength of his pinion. The Imperial 
Coun^ resolved to sustain their diminished force 
in Italy, with such reinforcements as might enable 
them to reassume the complete superiority over the 
French, though at the risk of weakening their ar^ 
mies on the Rhine. Fortune in that quarter, though 
of a various complexion, had been on the whole more 
advantageous to the Austrians than elsewhere, and 
seemed to authorize the detaching considerable rein- 
forcements from the eastern frontier, on wMch they 
had' been partially victorious^ to Italy where, since 
Buonaparte had descended from the Alps, they had 
been uniformly unfortunate. 

Beaulieu, aged and unlucky, was no longer consi- 
dered as a fit opponent to his inventive, young, and 
active adversary. He was as full of displeasure, it 
is said, against the Aulic Council, for the associates 
whom they had assigned him, as they could be with 
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him for his bad success.* He was recalled, there- 
fore, in that species of disgrace which misfortune '-'■ 
never fails to infer, and the command of his renuun. \ 
ing forces, now drawn back and secured within the ^ 
passes dt the Tyrol, was provisionally assigned to the ' 
veteran Melas. * ' ' ' 

Meanwhile Wurmser, accounted one of the best 
of the Austrian generals, was ordered to plaice him- ' 
self at the head of thirty thousand men from' the 
imperial forces on the Rhine, and, traversing the 
Tyrol, and collecting what recrcuts he could in that 
warlike district, to assume the conmiand of the Aus- ' 
trian army, which, expelled from Italy, now lay 
upon its frontiers, and might be supposed eager to 
resume their national supremacy in the fertile cli« 
mates Qut of which they had been so lately driven. ^ 

I - 11 1'' - i - I "' " — 

* The following letter appears in the journals'as'an intercepted 
^patdh from Beaulieu te die Aulic Council of War. It is perhaps 
Sttppi9^titio!ii, but seems worthy of preservation as expressing the ir- 
ritated feelings with which the veteran general was certainly affected, 
whether he wrote the letter in question or not. It will be recc^ected, 
that D'Aigenteau, ef whom he complwns, was the cause of his origi- 
nal misfortunes at Monte Notte. See p. 101. '' I asked you for a 
Generaly and you have sent me Argenteau.— I am quite aware that 
he is a great lord, and that he is to be created Field-marshal of the 
Bmpire, to atone for my having placed him under arresL— I apprise 
you that I have no more than twenty thousand men reraaii^ng, and 
Ithat the French are sixty thousand strong. I apprise you fifflher, 
diat I will retreat to-morrow—Jiext day^the day after thaU-and 
eyeiy day^-^iren to Siberia itself, if they pursue me so ftw.' My age 
gives me right to speak out the truth. Hasten to make peace on any 
fonditioi^ wbat8oeyer/'>*JlfoRUe«r, 1796. No. 269. 
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Aware of the Btona which was fathering, B«ioiia. 
parte made ew&ry possible effort to carry Mantua "be- 
fore arrival of the f6rmidable "^Austrian army, whose 
first operation would doubtless be io rmse the siege 
of that important place. A scheme to tak&theclty and 
caa^by surprise, *Iqrardeta(^ment whidi shouldpass 
to the Seragiib, oniriet on which Mantua is atuated^ 
by night and in boats, ^having totally faUed, Buona- 
p^irte ^was 4x»ppelled to c^pen trenches, and pcooeed 
as by regular siege. The Austriwi general, Ganto 
Dairies, when summoned to surrender it, replied 
that bis orders were to defend the {dace to extr^mty. 
Napdeonj on his side, assembled all the battering 
ordinance which could be collected from the walls of 
the neighbouring cides and fortresses, and the attack 
and: defence <xmimenced in the most vigorous man* 
Tier on both sides ; the French making eveVy effort 
to reduce the city before Wurmser should open .bis 
campugn, the governor determined to protract iiis 
resistance, if possible, ^ntil lie was rdievedliy the 
advance of that general. But although red-hot balls 
were expended in profbsum, Mid several desperate 
and bloody assaults and sallies took place, many more 
i)attles were to be fought, atid much more blood ex* 
pended, before Buonaparte was fated to succeed iai 
4{us important object 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Consign m (he BMne^-'^Omerai PUm.^WartenMm <md 
lltf Archduke Charles retire before Jeurdan and Moreau^^ 
SU JM^dtd^fMmi a funeikm with Wartenel^en, amide- 
feat$ Jourdam, who reUree^Moreau, aieo, makee hi$^^ 
brated Retreat through ihe Black Forest^^Bwrnapairtg 
raieee the Siege of Mantua, and defeats the Austrians aJt 
$ah and Lonaio,F^MUbekm)kmr ^ ihe Freneh Oenerai 
Valette, at CastigUme^^Lsmto taksn, vM 110 i^Vwidkmu 
iUlerjf, on Sd AugusL-^Retakm by Massena ondAugereau, 
^Singutar escape of Buonaparte from being captured at 
Lonato^^Wurmserd^flMitedbetweenLonatoandCtutigMo^ 
and retreaU on Trent mulIUveredo^i^BuansipartarmtmiS 
his position before Mantua.^^Effeets ^f the Frenth Victo* 
Ties on the different Italian States.^^Infiexibilitg qf Aus* 
iria.'^Wurmser recruited.'^Battle of Rooeredo.'^Frend^ 
ffictorkms, and Masoena occupies Trent^^^B u o n t ^ rte dsm 
feats Wurmser at Frimokmo^^and at Bassano, Sth Sepi» 
tember.'^Wurmser flies to Fioenxa^^'Battle qf Areola*^ 
Wurmser finaUy shut up within (he waUs qf Mantua. 

The reader must, of course, be aware» that Italyy 
through which we are following the victorious career 
cf Napoleon, was not the only scene of war betwixt 
France and Austria, but that a field of equally stre- 
nuous and much more doubtful contest was opened 
upon the Rhine, where the high military talents of 
the Archduke Charles were opposed to those of 
Moreau and Jourdan, the French generals. 

The plan which the Directory had adopted for 
the campugn of 1 796 was of a gigantic character, and 
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y«*^»ftfft^ Auitria, their most powerful enemy apoA 
the continent, with nothing short of total deitnic^ 
tion. It was worthy of the genius of Camot, by 
whom it was formed, and of Napoleon and Moreau, 
by whom it had been revised and approved. Under 
tanctbn of diis gena»l [dan, Buonaparte rq^idated 
the Italian campaign in which he had proved so suc- 
cessful ; and it had been schemed, that to allow Aus- 
tria no breathii^ space, Moreau, with the Army of 
the Sambre and Meuse, should press forward on 
the eastern frontier of Germany, supported on the 
left by Jourdan, at the head of the Army of th^ 
Rhine, and that both generals should continue to ad- 
vance, until Moreau should be in a position to com- 
municate withBuonaparte through the Tyrol. When 
this junction of the whole forces of France, in the 
centre of the Austrian dominions, was accomplished, 
it was Camot'^s ultimate plan that they should advance 
upon Vienna, and dictate peace to the Emperor under 
the walls of his capital. 

Of this great project, the part intrusted to Buona- 
parte was completely executed, and for some time 
the fortuneof war seemed equally auspicious to France 
upon the Rhine as in Italy. Moreau and Jourdan 
crossed that great national boundary at Neuwied and 
Kehl, and moved eastward through Germany, form- 
ing a connected front of more than sixty leagues in 
breadth, until Moreau had actually crossed the river 
. Leek, and was almost touching with his right flank 
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the paftet of the Tyrol, throiigli which he w»^ ac-' 
cordiBg to the plan of the campugn, to have com* 
mumcated wuh Buonaparte. 
. During this advance of two hostile armies, sunount- 
tng each to seventy-five thousand men. Which filled 
aU G^many with consternation, the Austrian leader 
Wartensleben was driven from position to position by 
Jourdan, while the Archduke Charles was equally 
unable to maintain his ground before Moreau. The 
Imperial generals were reduced to this bxtremity 
by tlie loss of the army, consisting of from thirty 
to thirty-five thousand tnen, who had been detach- 
ed under Wurmser to support the remains of Beau- 
lie u^s forces, and reinstate the Austrian afiairs in 
Italy, and who were now on their, march through 
the Tyrol for that purpose. But the Archduke was 
an excellent and enterprising officer, and at this 
important period he saved the empire of Austria 
by a bold and decided manoeuvre. Leaving a large 
part of his army to make head against Moreau, or 
at least to keep him in check, the Archduke moved 
to the right with the rest, so as to form a junction 
with Wartensleben, and overwhelm Jourdan with a 
local superiority of numbers, being the very princi|Je 
on which the French themselves achieved so many 
victories. Jourdan was totally defeated, and compelled 
to make a hasty and disorderly retreat, which was ren- 
dered disastrous by the insurrection of the German 
peasantry around his fugitive army. Moreau, also 
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tindble to maintain liimself in the heart of Germany, 
when Jourdan, with the army which covered his left 
flank) was defeated, was likewise under the necesnty 
of retiring, but coridiictecl his retrograde movement 
with such de3rterity, that his retreat through the 
Bllu;k Fiwrest, where the Austrians hoped to cut him 
oflF, has been always judged worthy to be compared 
U) a great victbry. Such were the proceedings on 
the Rhine, and in the interior of Germany, which 
must be kept in view as influencing at first by the 
Expected success of Moreau and Jourdan, and after- 
wards by their actual failure, the movements of the 
Italian army. 

As the divisions of Wurmser'^s ariny began to 
arrive on the Tyrolese district of Trent, where the 
Austrian general had fixed his head-quarters, Buo- 
naparte became urgent, either that reinforcements 
should be dispatched to him from France, or that 
the armies of the Rhine should make such a move* 
ment in advance towards the point where tliey might 
co-operate with him, as had been agreed upon at 
arranging the original plan of the campaign. But 
he obtained no succours ; and though the campaign 
on the Rhine commenced, as we have seen, in the 
month of June, yet that period was too late to afford 
any diversion in favour of Napoleon, Wurmser and 
his whole reinforcements being already either by that 
time arrived, or on the point of arriving, at the place 
where they were to commence operations against the 
French army of Italy. 
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The thundercloud which had been so long Uack« 
emng on the mountains of the Tyrol, seemed nofw 
about to discharge its fury. Wurmser, hayii^ under 
his command perhaps eighty thousand meiij waft 
about to march from Trent against the Frendi,^ 
whose forces, amounting to scarce half so many, 
were partly engaged in the siege of Mantua, and 
partly dispersed in the towns and villages on the 
Adige and Chiese, for covering the divi^on of Ser- 
rurier, which carried on the siege. The Austna^ ve-; 
teran, confident in his numbers, was only anxious so 
to regulate his advance, as to derive the most con- 
elusive consequences from the victory which h^ 
doubted not to obtain. With an imprudence which 
the misfortimes of Beaulieu ought to have warned 
him against, he endeavoured to occupy with the di^ 
visicms of his army so large an extent of country, as 
rendered it very difficult for them to maintain thdir 
communications with each other. This was particu- 
larly th6 case with his right wing under Quasdono- 
wich, the Prince of Beuss, and General Ocskay, 
who were detached down the valley of the riv^ 
Chiese, with orders to direct their mardi on Brescia. 
This 'diviidon was destined to occupy Brescia, and 
cut off the retreat of the French in the direction of 
Milan. The left wing of Wurmser's army, under 
Melas, was to descend the Adige by both banks at 
once, and nAmoeuvre on Verona, while the centre, 
commanded by the Austrian Field-marshal in per- 
son, was to march southward by the left bank of the 
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Iia|odi Guardftytakeposaesnooi of Peicbicfa, wld^ 
die Fr^ch occupkdy and, desoendiag tlie Mincks 
relieye the aege of Mantus. There was this ndiad 
error in the Austrian ^an, that, by sending Quas- 
donowidi^s divinon by the valley of Chiese» Wurm^ 
ser placed the broad lake of Guarda, occupied by a 
French flotilla, between his right wing and the rert 
6f his army, and of Course made it impossible lor the 
centre and hit to supp(»rtQuaiBdonowich, or evea to 
have intelUgence of his motions or his fate. 

The active invention of Buonaparte, sure as he 
was to be seconded by the zeal and riqiidity of the 
French army, speedily devised the means to draw ad- 
vantage from this dislocation of the Austrian forces. 
He resolved not to await the arrival of Wurmser and 
Melas, but, concentrating his whole strength, tomarch 
into the valky of Chiese, and avail himself of the 
local snpmority thus (Stained, to attack and ova:- 
power the Austmn division left under Qoasdonowicfa, 
who Vas advancing on Krescia, down the eastern ade 
cf the lake. For this purpose one great sacrifice was 
necessary. The plan inevitably involved the raising 
d! the siege of Mantua. Napoleon did not besib^ 
to relinquish this great object, at whatever loss, as 
it was his nniform system to sacrifice aQ secondary 
views, and to incur all lesser hazards, to secure what 
lie considered as the minn object of the canpaiga. 

Serrurier, who cornmanded the blockading army, was 
14 ^ 
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haidlj ordered to dtBUt^ as modi asposidbfeof die 
-eaanon and stores wbich had been ooUeotedwkh wo 
'moeh pains for the prosecution of the siege. Am 
hundred guns were abandoned in the trenches^ and 
Wurmser) on arriving at Manlua, found' that Buo- 
naparte had retired with a peripitatbn resembUi^ 
that of fear. 'J 

' On the night of the 31st Jufy this operatbn took 
place, and, leaving the division of Augareau at Boiv 
ghetto, and that of Massena at Pesehiera, to protect, 
whik it was posaUe, the line of the Mindo, Bhona- 
parte rushed, at the head of an army which his com- 
binations had rendered superior, upon the right wing 
of the Austrions, which had already directed its march 
to Lonato, near the bottom of the Lago di' Guards, 
in order to approadi the Mincio, and resume its coin* 
munication with Wurmser. But Buonaparte, phi- 
ced by the celaity of his movements between the 
two hosdie armies, defeated cme dividon of the Aus- 
trian right at Salo, upon the lake, and another at 
Lonato. At the same time, Augereau and Massena, 
leavmg just enough of men at thdr posts of Bcae^ 
ghetto and Peschiera to maintttn a respectable de. 
fence agiunst Wurmser, made a forced march ta 
Brescia, which was occuped by another divisicm 'of 
the Austrian right wing. But that body, finding it- 
self insulated, and conceiving diat the whole Fteodt 
army was debouching <on them from cBfiierent pmnts, 
was ahready in fuH retreat towards the Tyrol, from 
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irhkh it httd advanoed with the expectation c^ turn- 
kg Buonaparte^s flank, and destroying his retreat 
upon Mtbm. Some French troops were left to aeoe- 
krate thor flight, and prevent their again making 
head, while Massena and Augercfau, raf»dly coun- 
termarcUng, returned to the banks of the Mincid to 
support their respective rear-guards, which they had 
left at Borghetto and Peschie^^ on the line of that 
rrrer. 

They received intelligence, however, which in<- 
duced thenr to halt upon this countar-march. Both 
rear-guards had been compelled to retire ftom iJie 
fine of the Mincio, of which river the Anstrians had 
forced the passage. The rear-guard of Massena, 
itfider General Pigeon, had fisdlen back in good or^ 
der, so as to occupy Lonato ^ that of Augereau fled 
vdth precipitation and confusion, and fkiled to make 
a stand at Castiglione, which was occupied by Aus- 
Brians, who entrenched themselves there. Valette, 
the general who commanded this body, was deprived 
of his commisfflon in presence of his troops for mis- 
behaviour, an example which the gallantry of the 
French generals rendered extremely infrecjucnt in 
their service. 

Wurmser became now seriously anxious about the 
fate of his right wing, and determined to force a 
communication with Qoasdonowich at all risks. But 
he could only attain the valley ^f the Chiese, and 
the right bank of the Lago di Guarda, by breaking 
a passage through the divisions of Massetia and Au« 
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gyeretu. On the 8d of A^g^t, at bffafc <^ dfrjr, t;iro 
divisions (^ Austrians, who liad crossed the Mincio 
in pursuit cf Pigeon and Yalette, now directed tbeia* 
selveSf wiUi the most determined resolution, on the 
)French troop, in order to de^ the way between the 
commander-in-chief and his right wing. 

The late rear-guard of M assena, which, by his 
counter-march, had now become his adyanced-guard, 
was defeated, and Lonato, the place which diey oc- 
cupied^ was taken by the Au^rians, with the French 
artillery, and the general officer who commanded 
them. But the Austrian general, thus far successfoly 
fell into the great error of extending his line too 
much towards the right, in order, doubtless, if pos* 
inble, to turn the French position on their left flank, 
thereby the sooner to open a communication with his 
own troops on the right bank of the Lago di Guarda, 
to force which had been his prindpal object in the 
attack. But in thus manoeuvring he weakened faia 
centre, an error of which Massena instantly availed 
himself. He formed two strong columns under Ao- 
gereau, with which he redeemed the victory, by 
breakmg through and dividing the Austrian line, and 
retaking Lonato at the point of the bayonet The 
manoeuvre is indeed a idmple one, and the same by 
which, ten years afterwards, Buonaparte gained the 
battle of Austerlitz-; but it requires the utmost 
promptitude and presence of mind to seise the exact 
moment for executing such a daring measure to ad- 
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tsntage* If it is but porUdly successfal, and the 
enemy retains steadineM, it is very perilous ; since 
the attacking column, instead of ianking the braken 
divisions of the opposite line, may be itself flanked 
by dedded officers and determined troops, and thus 
experience the disaster which it was their object to 
occaskm to the enemy. On the present occasion, 
the attack on the centre completely succeeded. The 
Austrians, finding their line cut asunder, and their 
flanks pressed by the victorious columns of the 
Frendi, fell into total disorder. Some, who were 
farthest to the right, pushed forward, in hopes to 
unite themselves to Quasdonowich, and what they 
might find remaining of the original right wing ; but 
these were attacked in front by General Soret, who 
had been active in defeating Quasdonowich upon 
the 80th July, and were at the same time pursued 
by another detachment of the French, which had 
broken through their centre. 

Such was the fate of the Austrian right at the battle 
€( Lonato, while that of the left was no less unfavour-^ 
able. They were attacked by Augereau with the ut- 
most In^very, and driven from Castt^ione, of which 
they had become masters by the bad conduct of Va« 
lette. Augereau achieved this important result at 
the price of many brave men'*s lives ; but it was aU 
ways remembered as an essential service by iiuona* 
parte, who afterwards, when such dignities came in 

VOL. III. N 
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uie, bestpw^ on Augereau the title of Diike of Cas- 
iiglione. After their defeat, there can be nothii^ 
imagined more ocmfttsed or calamiloue than the con* 
dition of the Austrian divisions, who, having a(taek>- 
edy without resting on eacb other, found themselves 
opposed imd finally overwhelmed by an enemy who 
iippeared to possess ubiquity, simply from bis acti- 
vity and power of combining his forcesw 

A remarkable instance of their lamentable state of 
disorder and confusion, resembling in itsconsequences 
viore than one example of the same sort, occurred at 
Lonato. It might, with any briskness of intelligence, 
or 6rmness of resolution, have proved a decisive ad- 
vantage to their arms ; it was, in its result, a humi- 
liating illustration^ how completely the succession of 
bad< fortune had broken the spirit of the Austrian 
soldiers. The reader can hardly have forgotten the 
ineidentat the battle of Millesimo, when an Austrian 
column which had been led astray, retook, as if i^ 
were by chance, the important village of Dego ;♦ or 
the more recent instance, when a body of Beauliea's 
advanced guard, alike unwittingly, had nearly made 
3uopaparte prisoner in his quarters.f The present 
danger arose from the same cause, the confusion an4 
want of combination of the enemy ; and now, as in the 
former perilous occurrences, the very same circuin- 

• Sec pige 106. f See page 163. 
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itonces which brought on the danger, serred to ward 
it off. 

A body of four or five thousand Austrians, partly 
composed of those who had been cut off at the battle 
of Lonato, partly of stragglers from QuasdonowicK 
reoeiyed information from the peasantry, that the 
French troops, having departed in every direction to 
noprove their success, had only left a g»rriscni of 
twelve hundred men in the town of Lonato. The 
commander of the division resolved instantly to take 
possession of the town, and thus to open his march to 
the Mincio, to join Wurmser. Now, it happened 
that Buonaparte himself, coming from Castiglione 
with only his staff for protection, had just entered 
Lonato. He was surprised when an Austrian officer 
was brought before him blindfolded, as is the custom 
on such occasions, who summoned the French com^ 
mandant of Lonato to surrender to a superior force 
of Austrians, who, he stated, were already forming 
columns of attack to carry the place by irresistible 
force of numbers. Buonaparte, with admirable pre^ 
sence of mind, collected his numerous staff around 
him, caused theoflicer^s eyes to be unbandaged, that 
he might see in whose presence he stood, and up* 
bnuded him with the insolence of which he had been 
guilty^ in bringing a summons of surrender to the 
French commander-in-chief in the middle of his ar« 
my. The credulous officer, recognising the present 
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of BttOttapATte^ and betioriiig it imposmble tkat he 
could be there without at least a strong diviaon of 
his army, stammered out an apology, and returned to 
persuade his dispirited commander to surrender him* 
self, and the four thousand men and upwards whom 
he commanded, to the comparatively small force 
whidi ooeu{Hed Lonato. They grounded their arms 
accordingly, to one-fourth of their number, and 
missed an inviting and easy opportunity of carrying 
Buonaparte prisoner to Wurmser^s head-quarters. 
• The Austrian general himself, whose splendid 
army was thus destroyed in detail, had been hitBerto 
employed in revictualling Mantua, and throwing in 
SHfplies of every kind ; besides which, a large portion 
of his army had been detached in the vain pursuit 
of Serrurier, and the troops lately engaged in the 
wegCf who had retreated towards Marcaria. When 
Wurmeer leurned the disasters of his right wing, and 
the destruction of the troops dispatched to form a 
communication with it, he sent to recall the division 
which we have mentioned, and advanced against the 
French poiution between Lonato and Castiglione, 
with an army still numerous, notwithstanding the 
reverses which it had sustained. But Buonaparte 
had not l^t the interval unimproved. He had re- 
called Serrurier from Marcaria, to assail the left wing 
and the flank of the Austrian Fieldnnarshal. The 
<qpe«ing of Serrurier's fire was a signal for a general 
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attack on all pokits of Warmser^s line. He was de. 
feated, iHid neaily made prisoner; and it was not tiH 
after suilfering great losses in the retreat and pur* 
suit, that be gained with difficulty Trent and Rove^ 
nedo, the positions adjacent to the Tyrol, from which 
he had so lately sallied with such confidence of vie* 
tory. He had lost periiaps one half of his fine anAy, 
tad the only consolation which remained was, that 
he had thrown suf^ies into the fortress of Mantua* 
His troops also no longer had the masculine coi^. 
dence which is necessary to success in war. They 
were no longer proud of themsdves and of their com- 
manders; and those, especially, who had sustained 
so many losses under Beaulieu, could hardly be 
brought to do their duty, in circumstances where iL 
seemed that Destiny itself was fighting against them. 

The Austrians are supposed to have l6st nearly 
forty thousand men in these disastrous battles. The 
French must have at least suffered the loss of one- 
fourth of the number, though Buonaparte confesses 
only to seven thousand men ; and theh* army, des- 
perat^y laired by so many marches, such constaik 
fighting, and the hardships c^ a campaign, where 
ieven the General for seven days never laid aside his 
(^hes, or took any regular repose, required Bomt 
time to recover their [Aysieal strength. 

Meantime, Napcrfeon resimed his position be- 
(otc MaAtaa ; but the if ant of battering eantion, and 
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tte commeiicement of the uidiealtfay heats of Air. 
tuniD, amid lakes and inimdationsy beades the great 
phance of a second attack on the part of Wurmser, 
induced him to fimit his measures to a simple block* 
ade, which, however, was so strict as to retain the 
garrison within the walls of the place, and cut them 
off even from the islet called the Seraglio. 

Tlie events of this hurried campaign threw light 
on the feelings oi the different states of Italy^ Lom^ 
hardy in general remained quiet, and the dtizens (^ 
Milan seemed so well affected to the French, that 
3u<niaparte, after the victory of Castiglione, return- 
ed tiiem his thanks in name of th€ Republic But 
at Pavia, and elsewhere, a very oppo^te disposition 
was evinced; and at Ferrara, the Cardinal Mattei« 
Ai?chl»shop of that town, made some progress in eX'- 
fating an insurrection. His apology, when introduced 
to Buonaparte^s presence to answer tor his ix>nducli 
ponsisted in uttering the single word, Peccavi i and 
^Napoleon, soothed by his submission, imposed no 
punishment on him for his offence, but, on the con* 
trary, used his mediation in some negotiations with 
the couEt of Rome, Yet though the Bishop (^ Fer.- 
jfara, overawed and despised, was permitted to es. 
i»pe, the conduct of his superior, the Pope, who had 
shown vacillation in his purposes of submiision, when 
)ie heard x^ the temporary raising of the siege of 
Mantua, was carefyjly noted and remembered for 
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Wiamdveraon, when a suitable momeirt siuMild og4 
cur. 

' NothiDg i$ mcife remarkable, durii^ -tliMe cam'- 
paigBS, than the inflexibility oi Austria, whidi, re- 
duced to the extremity of distress by the advance of 
McMreau and Jourdan into her territories, stood never* 
theless on the defensive lU every point, and by-ex^ 
traoidinary exertions again recruited Wurmser wkh 
fresh troops, to the amount of twenty thousand 
men; which rduiforcemeiit enabled that goieral, 
though under no more jHroptious star, again to 
Resume the offendve, by advandng frmn the Tyrol. 
Wurmser, with less confidence than before, hoped 
now to relieve the siege of Mantua a second time^ 
and at a less desperate cost, by moving from Trent 
towards Mmitua, through the defiles fonned by the 
river Brenta. This manoeuvre he proposed to exe- 
cute mih thi^y thousand men, while he left tw^ty 
thousand, under Greneral Davidowich, in a strong 
poution at or near Roveredo, for the purpose of co* 
vering the Tyrol ; an invasion of which diirtrict, on 
the part of the French, must have added much to the 
general pamc whicb already astoimded Germany, 
from the apprehended advance of Moreau and Jo«r^ 
dm from the banks of the Rhine. 

Buon^Mrte penetrated the desi^.of the v^eran. 
general, and sufiered him iriiHout disturbance to 
march towards Bassano upon the Brenta, in order 
to occupy the line of operations on which he intend- 
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€d ta nMceuvfe, wilh tbe aoertt lOteBUon Jtbait hm 
would himself assume the ofiennvet and overwhetai 
Davidawich ai» soon at the dbtmce betwixt them 
predttd^d acommnnieatioii betwixt that gjeneral and 
Wurmser* He left Gmeral Kiloiaiiie, an effiosr oC 
Iriih extraetioo in whom he reposed loolifideiioe^ witfi 
about three thousand men^ to oovar tbe siege of Stoi-i 
imtt hy posting himself under the wiUls of Verona, 
whUe^ eonoentrating a strong body of foreesi Nap^ 
Icon nmrehed upon tbe town of Ro^eredo^ situaled 
in the valley of the Adige, and having in its rcai* the 
strong position of Galliano. Thetown^isutuatodon 
jthe hij^ road to Trent, and Dayidowish lay tbera 
with tw«Qty«>five thousand Austrians^ intAodad t» 
prot^ the Tyn^i while Wunaser moved down tbe 
Brenta, which runs in the sarn^ direoticmjwitb the 
Adige^ but at about thirty miles^ distance^ so that 
no eommuokation for mutual support could' taka 
I^ace between Wurmser alid hia tieuteflant-geoen^ 
It wgs upon Davidowich that Buonaparte first meai^ 
to pour has thunder. 

Tbe battle of Boverede, fought upon tk« fomrth of 
September, waa one td that great general's splendid 
days. Before he could qipcaaeh tlie town, one of 
his divinons had to force the strongly enlarettched 
camp of Moti^ where the enemy made a deqpevate 
defence. Another attacked the Austnans on tbe 
opposite bank of the Adige^ (for the adiott took place 
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i aa bolb sides of tbc river,) imlU ike eAeny at ktiglli 
I rvtrested, still i^Ung desperately. Napoleon sedt 
his orders to General Dubois, to cbafge with the fifVt 
regtmaot of hu8iars--he did sO» and fatoke the ede« 
my, bat ftU mcMtally wounded with three balls. 
^ Idie^'' he said> ^Ibr the Bepublio—bringme bui 
tidings that the tiotory is certain.^ 
. The tetxeatiog enemy were driiren through the 
tx>wn of Rov^edo, without having it in their power 
to aaake a stand* The eiUrenie strength of the po- 
sition of CalMano seemed to afford them rallying 
ground. The Adige is there bordered by prea{H« 
t4Mis mountains, approaching so near its course, as 
only to leave a pass oi forty toises breadth betwe^i 
the river and the predpioe, which opening was de- 
teded by a village, a oastle^ and a strong defiensive 
wall resting upon the rock, all well garnished with 
artttkry. The Frendi, in their enthusiasm af Vie- 
tory^^ oottid not be. stopped even by these obsCades. 
Bight pieces of l%fat artillery were broi^ht 4br- 
waid^ under cover of which the infimtry charged 
and canied thb strong position ; so litde do natural 
advantages avail when die minds itf the assaUants are 
inflmnced with an opkiiod that they are irrernstible, 
and dKise of the defenders are d ep r c a wi d by a uni« 
form and uninterrupted comae of defeat. Six or se- 
ven thousMid prisoners^ mid fifteen pieces of camion 
captured, were the fruits of tins splendid victory ; 
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i' 
and Massena the next morning took> pobnctttOn of> 
Trent in the Tyrol, so hmg the stronghold where 
Wunnser had maintained his head-quarters. 

The wrecks of Davidowich^s army fled deeper 
into the Tjrrol, and took up their positicHi at Layisa, 
a small village on a river of a similar name, about 
three leagues to the northward of Trait, ^md dtoa-^ 
ted in the principal road which communicates with 
Brixen and Inspruck. Bucmaparteinstandy pursued: 
diem with a divicdon of his army, commanded by Vau« 
bois, and passed the Lavisa with his cavaliry, while the 
enemy were amused with an assault upon the iHridge. 
Thus he drove them from their position, which, ht^ 
ing the entrance of one of the chief defiles of the^ 
Tyrol, it was of importance to secure, and it was oc« 
cupied accordingly by Vaubois with his victorious 
division. > / 

Buonaparte, in ccmsequence o£ his present coiid&< 
tion, became dei^ous to ccmdliate the martial 'vaiu^ 
faitants (^the Tjrrol, and published a proclamation, in 
whidb he exhorted them to lay down thar arms, and 
return to their hom^s ; assuring them of prolectioa: 
agunst military violence, and labouring to ooBvince. 
them, diat they had themselves no interest in the war, 
which he waged against the Emperor and his j^vem*. 
ment, but not against his subjects. Thi^ his ooa-. 
duct might appear to be of a piece with his reason* 
ing, Ni^eon issued an edict, disunitfaig the prinei^ 

10 
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pdiiy of Tnot firom the German emigre, 9xA an* 
neiuBg it in {xnnt of aoTereignty to the French Re^ 
public, while he intrustec^ or seemed to intrual, the 
inhalntants thanselv^ wUh the power of administer- 
iog -thm own laws and government. 
. Bounties which depended on the gift of an armed 
enemy, appeared very suspicious to the Tyhrfese, 
who were aware that, in fact, the order of a Frendi 
officer would be more effectual law, whenever that 
natiim had the power, than that of any administrator 
(^divil affairs whom they might themselves be permit- 
ted to dioose. As fcnr the prodamatiiHi, the French 
gaiend might as well have wasted his eloquence on the 
rpcks of the country. The Tyrol, one of the earliest 
possesions of the House of Austria, had been uni- 
formly governed by those princes with strict respect 
to the privil^es of the inhabitants, who were pos^ 
sessed already of complete personal freedom. Se- 
cured in all the immunities whidi were necessary for 
timr comfort, these sagadous peasants* saw nothing 
to expect from the hand of a stranger general, 
excepting what Buonaparte himself has termed, those 
yexaticms necessarily annexed to a country which 
becomes the seat of war, and which, in nunre full 
detail, include whatever the avarice of the gene^ 
rai, the necessities of the soldiers, not to mention 
the more violent outrage of marauders and plun^ 
dac^s, may choose to exact from the inhabitants« 
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BttM>e«d«8 this prudeDieakuIailion cimnae^jaetKes^ 
the Tyndete Ml the generous spirit W natioiial ia- 
dependeaee, and rescdved that tbeir mountttins should 
not bediahoiioured by the mardiof wm Artaed enenij, 
if the unerring rifle^gunt of tbeir chUdren were Me 
to protect their natiTe sml from sudi indigmtj. 
Every mode of jesiMance was jHrepartd ; and it was 
then that those piles of rocks, stones, and trunks 
of trees, were collected cm the varge of the preci* 
I»ces which line the Talley of the Inn, tad other 
passes of the Tyrol, but which reoMuned in gmn re* 
pose tiU rolled down, to the utter annihilation of the 
Freadi and Bavarian invaders in 1809, under the 
direction of the valiant Holler and his companions 
inarnuk 

More successful with the sword than the pen, Buo- 
naparte had no sooner disposed of Davidowich and 
hia amy, than he b^an his operations agmnst 
Wurmser himself, who had by this time learned the 
total defeat of his subordinate division, and that the 
French were possessed of Trent. TheAustrianFi^ld« 
marshal immediately conceived that the French g^ie* 
lal) in oonseqpience of his successes, would be ^po« 
sed to leave Italy behind, and advance to Ii»pruck, 
in Gtdec to eomnumicate wiA the armies of Mo- 
IMU and Jourdao, which imre now on the fall ad* 
vanoe into Gennany. Instead, therefore, of renoun« 
ciag bis own Bchtme of rriiev^g Mantua, Wurm* 
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ser tbought die tivie &TOiinibk t» etmymg iuinto 
execution ; and in place of falling bade with his army 
on Frioli, and thus kequng open liiscommunioatioa 
with Vienna, he oomnitted the great etror of in^ol- 
Ying hunaelf stiU deeper in the Italian passes to the 
southward, by an attempt, with a diminisbid-foree, to 
execute a purpose, which he had been unable to ao- 
oomplash when his army was doable ibe strength of 
the French. With this ill-diosen plan, he detached 
Mezaros with a division of his forces, to manceuvre 
on Verona, where, as we have seen, Buonaparte had 
stationed Kilmaine, to cover U>e siege, or rather the 
blockade, of Mantua. Meiaros departed acomliDg* 
ly, and leaving Wurmser at Bassano on the Brenta, 
marched south-westward towards the collateral val- 
ley of the Ad^, and attacked Kihnraie, who, by 
drawing his men under cover of the fortifications of 
Verona, made a resolute defence. The Austrian 
general, finding it impossible to carry the place by 
a coup*de-main, was meditating to cross the Adige, 
when he was recalled by the most uigent commands 
to ngoin Wurmser with all possible dispatch. 

As soon as Buonaparte kanied this new separation 
of Wurmser from a large divinon of his army, he 
anticipated the postnbility of defeating the Field- 
marshal himsdf, driving him from his position at 
Bassano, and of consequence, cutting off at his lei- 
sure the divisbn of Mezaros, which had advanced 
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M far to the aoiHbwtfrd f^eflbctnaily to ooYnpromise 
iu safety. 

To execute this plan reqaired ^ utmost rapidity 
of movement ; {ar^ duMild Wunnter learn that Booi- 
naparte was advancing towards Bassano, in time to 
i|^l Meiaros, he might [Hresent a front too nume^ 
rous to be attacked with hc^ of success. There are 
twmity lei^riies'' distance betwixt Trent and Bassano, 
and that ground was to be traversed by means of 
very difficult roads, in the space of two daj^ at far- 
thest But it was in such circumstances t^t the ge- 
nius of Napoleon triumphed, through the enthuaas*. 
tic power whidi he possessed over the soldiery, and 
by which he could urge them to the most mcredible 
exertions. He left Trent on the 6th September, at 
break of day, and reached, in the course of the even- 
mg, Borgo di Val Lugano, a march of ten Freodi 
leagues. A similar forced march of five leagueH and 
upwards, brought him up with Wurlnser^s advanr 
ced-guard, which was strongly posted at Primolano^ 

The effect of the surprise, and the in^tuonty of 
the French attack, surmounted all the advtotages of 
position. The Austrian double lines were p^Ac^rated 
by a charge of three French columns-— the cavalry 
occupied the high road, and cut off the enemy's re^ 
treat on Bassano-^in a word, Wurmser'^s vaa^uMxl 
was totally destroyed, and more than four thousand 
men laid down their arms. From Primolano the 
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French, dii^oG^iiig whatever en«Bie« they encoua- 
tered, advanced to Cismone, a village, where a river 
of the same name unites with the Brenta. There 
they halted, exhausted with fatigue; and on that 
evening no sentinel in the army endured more priva* 
tions than Napoleon himself, who took up his quar« 
tera for the ni^t without either sta£P-officers or bag^ 
gt^f and was glad to accept a share of a private 
fldktier^s ration of bread, of which the poor fellow 
lived to remind his general when he was become 
jBmpenur. 

Cismone is only about four leagues frcmi Bassano^ 
and Wurmser heard with alarm, that the French 
leader, whom he conceived to be already deeply en- 
gaged in the Tyridese passes, had destroyed his van*, 
guard, and n^as menacing his own position. It was 
iinder this alarm that he dispatched represses, a^ 
already mentioned, to recall Meiaros and his divi-* 
jMon. But it was too late ; for that general was un-t 
der the walls of Verona, nigh fifteen leagues from 
Wurmser's position, on the night of the 7th Sep-, 
tember, when the FreiKth army was at Cismone, 
within a third part of that distance. The utmost 
ex^Uons of Mezaros could ovij bring his division 
as far as Montebello, upon the 8th September, when 
the battle of Bassano seemed to dedde the fate of 
his unfiDrtunate commander-in-chief 

This victcnry was as decisive as any which Buona- 
parte had hitherto obtained. The village of Salagnja 
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WM first carried bynaiii feroe, and then the Frendi 
army, oontinuing to descend the de&le^ of the Brea- 
ta, attacked Wurmser^s mtin body, which still lay 
under his own commaiid in the town of B^ssano. 
Augereau penetrated into the town upon the right, 
Massena upon the left They bore down all opposi- 
tion, and seised the cannon by whidi the bridge was 
defended, in spite of the efforts of the Austrian gre- 
nadie)^, charged with the duty of protecting Wunn- 
ser and his stafT, who were now in absolute fl^t. 

The Field-marshal himself, with the military ohest 
of his army, nearly fell into the hands of the Freneh ; 
and diough he escaped for the time, it was after an 
almost general dispersion of hb troops. StxthiMisaBd 
Austrians surrendered toBuonaparte; Quasdonowidi, 
with three or four thousand men, effected a retresU. to 
the north-east, and gained Friuli ; while Wurmser 
himself, finding it impossible to escj^ otherwbe, Hed 
to Vioenza in the opponte direction, and there united 
the scattered forces which stilL followed him, with the 
division of Meaaros, When this junction waa ao- 
complished, the aged Marriial had still the com« 
mand of about sixteen thousand men, out of sixty 
thousand, with whom he had, scarce a week before, 
commenced the campaign. The material part of 
hb army, guns, waggons, and baggage, was all lost 
-*bis retreat upon the hereditary states of Austria 
was entirely cut off— tbe flower of his army was de- 
stroyed— courage and confidence were gone-^here 

15 
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'lieerxieA no remedy biit that he should lay down his 
arms to the youthful conqueror by whose forces he was 
now surrounded on all sides, without, as it appeared, 
^ any possibility of extricating himself. But Fate itself 
seemed to take some tardy compassion on this venera- 
ble and gallant veteran, and not only adjourned his 
'final fall, but even granted him leave to gather some 
brief-dated laurels^ as the priests of old were worit 
to garland their victims before the final sacrifice. 

Surrounded by dangers, and cut off from any other 
retiteat, Wurmser formed the gallant determination 
J to throw himself and his remaining forces into Man- 
tua, and share the fate of the beleaguered fortress 
Which he had vmnly striven to relieve. But to exe- 
' cute this purpose it was necessary to cross the Adige, 
^lior was it easy to say how this was to be accom- 
jptiiibed. Verona, one point of passage, was defended 
by Kilmaine, who had already repulsed Mfezaros. 
IiCgnago, where there was a bridge, was also garn- 
-«oined by the French*; and Wurmser had lost his 
' bridge of pontoons at the battle of Bassano. At thte 
village of Albarado, however, there was an establish- 
ed ferry, totally insufficient for passing over so c6n- 
fliderable a force with the necessary dispatch, biit 
which Wurmserusedforthepurpose of sendingacross 
two squadrons of cavalry, in order to reconnoitre the 
blockade of Mantua, and the facilities which might 
present themselves for accomplishing a retreat on 
VOL. in. o 
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that fortress. This precaution prov^ for the tinie 
the salvation of Wurmser^ and what rqnaiBed of bis 
army. 

Fortune, which has such influence in waiiike aC* 
furs, had so ordered it, that Kihwainiv BspprAssod^ 
ing that Wurmser would attempt to fcnrc^ a passi^ 
at Verona, and desirous to improve his means of re- 
sistance against so great a force, had sent orders that 
the garrison of four hundred men who guarded the 
bridge at Lq;nago should join him at Verona, and 
that an equal number should be detached from the 
blockade of Mantua, to supply their place on the 
Lower Adige. The former part of his command had 
been obejiced, and the garrison of Legnago w^re on 
their march for Verona. But the relief which was de- 
signed to occupy their post, though on their way to 
Legnago, had not yet arrived* The Austrian ca- 
valry, who had passed over at Albarado, enooua- 
terin|; this body on its march from the vidnily 
of Mantua, attacked them with spirit, and sabred a 
good many. The commander of the French batta- 
lion, ccnifounded at this appemrance, concluded that 
the whole Austrian army had gained the right bank 
c^ the Adige, and that he should necessarily be cut 
off if he prosecuted his march to IjegOBgo. Thus 
the passage at that place was left altogether unde^ 
fended ; and Wurmser, apprised of this unhoped- 
for chance of escape, occupied the village, and took 
possession of the bridge. 
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JBudQipaHe, in the meantime^ having moved ftom 
Baaaaoo to Arcoln in pursuit of the defeated enemy, 
learned at the latter fiace thai Wormser still li^er- 
ed at IjegaagOi p^hapo to grant fans troops some in- 
dispensable repose^ perhaps to watch whether it might 
be even yet possible to give the idip to the French 
divisions by wKieh he was surroimded, and, by a ra- 
pid march back upon Paduta, to regain his commu-. 
nicaUon with the Austrian territories, instead of e»- 
cloung himself in Mantua. Buonaparte hastened to 
avail himself of these momatts of indecision. Auge. 
reau was ordered to march upon Legnago by the rood 
ftt)m Padua, so as to cut off any possilrility of Worm- 
ser^s retreat intbat direction; while Massena^sdivitton'^ 
was thrown across the Adige by a ferry at Borneo, 16 
strengthen General Kilmaine, who had abeady oc- 
cuped the line of a small river called the Molindla^ 
which intersects the country between I^gnago and 
Mantua. If this portion could be made good, it was 
concluded that the Austrian general, unable to reach 
Mantua, or to maintain himsdf at Legnago', must 
even yet surrender himself and his army. 

On thtf 12th September, Wurmser begatf hk 
march. He was first opposed at Gorea, where Mu* 
rat and Pigeon had united thehr forces. But Wurrt- 
ser made his dispositions, and attacked with a fufy 
which swept oat of the way both the cavalry and iti- 
fantry of the fenemy, and obtwned possession of the 
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village. In the heat of the skirmi^, and }ust when 
the French were giving way, Buonaparte himself 
entered Corea, with the purpose of personally sup^- 
intending the dispo^tions made for intercepting the 
retreat of Wurmser, when, but for the speed of lus 
horse, he had nearly fallen as a prisoner into tlrc 
hands of the general whose destruction he was la- 
bouring to insure. Wurmser arrived on the spot 
a few minutes afterwards, and gave orders for a pur- 
suit in every direction; <K>mmanding, however, that 
the French general should, if possible, be taken 
alive— a conjunction of circumstances worthy of re- 
mark, since it authorized the Austrian general for 
the moment to pronounce on the fate of him, who, 
before and after, was the master of his destiny. 
, Having again missed this great prize, Wurmser 
continued his march all night, and turning aside from 
;the great road, where the blockading army had taken 
measures to intercept him, he surprised a small bridge 
t)ver the Molinella, at a village called Villa Impenta, 
l^y \^hich he eluded encountering the forces of KU- 
maine. A body of French horse, sent to impede his 
progress, was cut to pieces by the Au^rian cavalry. 
On the 14th, Wurmser obtained a similar success at 
Castel-Dui, where his cuirassiers destroyed a body of 
French infantry ; and having now forced himself into 
a communication with Mantua, he encamped between 
the suburb of Saint George and the citadel, and en- 
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Aeavoured to keep open the communication with th^ 
country, for the purpose of obtaining a supply of io^ 
rage and provisions. 

But it was notBuonaparte^s intention to leave him 
undisturbed in so coounodious a position. Having 
received the surrender of an Austrian corps which 
was left in Porto Legnago, and gleaned up such 
other remnants of Wurmser^s army as could not ac« 
company their general iu his rapid march to Mant- 
tua, he resolved once more to force his way into tht 
istet of the Seraglio^ upon which Mantua is built^ 
and confine the besieged within the walls of Uieif 
garrison. On the 15th, after a very severe and bloody 
action, the French obttdned possession of the suburb 
of Saint George, and the citadel termed La Favorita, 
and a long series of severe sallies and attacks took 
place, which, although gallantly fought by the Aus- 
trians, generally tended to their disadvantage, so that 
they were finally again blockaded within the walls o^ 
the city and castle. 

The woes of war now appeared among them in a 
different and even more hideous form than when in- 
flicted with the sword alone. When Wurmser threw 
himself into Mantua, the garrison might amount to 
twenty-six thousand men ; yet ere October was far ad- 
vanced, there were little above the half of the number 
fit for service. There were nearly nine thousand sick 
in the hospitals,— infectious diseases, privations of 
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every kind, and the unhealthy air of the lakee and 
Bftarshes with which they were surrounded, bad cut 
off the remwnder. The French also bad lost great 
numbers ; but the eonquarors could reckon up their 
victories^ and forget the price at which they had 
been purchased. 

It was a proud vaunt, and a cure in itself for many 
losses, that the Minister of War had a right to 
make the following speech to the Directory, at the 
formal introduction of Marmont, then aide-de-camp 
of Buonaparte, and commiadoned to present on his 
part the colours and standards taken from die ene- 
my:-.« In the course of^a single campaign,^ he 
truly sud, ^^ Italy had been entirely conquered— 
three large armies had been entirely destroyed-^ 
more than fifty stand of colours had been taken by 
the victors— forty thousand Austrians had laid down 
their arms— -and, what was not the least surpriang 
part of the whole, these deeds had been accomplish- 
ed by an army of only thirty thousand Frenchmen, 
«x)mmanded by a general scarce twenty-rix years old."^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



HAfOLKOV BITOKAl^mTX. Stl& 



CHAPTER VIL 

CorHea re^united with France. — Critical situation ofBumom 
parte in Italy at this period.^^The Austrian General AU 
vinzi placed at the head of a new Army.^^Farious Contests, 
attended with no decisive result. — Want of concert among 
the Austrian Crenerais.^-^Freneh Army login to murmur.-—' 
First Battle of Areola, — Napoleon in personal danger.'^ 
No decisive result. — Second Battle of Arcola^^The French 
victprious. — Fresh want of concert among the Austrian GC" 
nerals. — General Views of Military and Political Affairs^ 
jiftei^ the conclusion of the fourth Italian Campaign. — Aus» 
iria commences a fifth Campaign'-^t has not profited kg 
^xp&rtenc€.—BaiUe ofRivoii, and Victory of the Frwic*.— 
Further successful at La Favorita,-^Fr€nch regain their 
lost ground in ftaly. — Surrender of Mantua^^'Instancee 
0/ Najffle(fn's Generosity. 

About this period the re-union of Corsica with 
France took place. Buonaparte contributed to this 
cban^ in the politicid relatkns of his natii^ country 
indirectly, in part by the high pride which his coun- 
trymen mu3t have joriginally taken in bis aplendid 
career ; and he did so more immediately, by seizing 
the town and port of Leghom^^ and asidsting those 
Corsicans, who had beenrexiled by the English party, 
to return to their native idiand. He intimated the 
event to the Directory, and stated that he had appoint- 
ed Gentili, the principal partizim of the French, to 
govern the island proviaonally ; and that the Com- 
misuoner Salicetti was to set sail for the purpose of 
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making other necessary arraiq;einent8. The commu. 
nication is coldly made, nor does Buonaparte^s love of 
his birth-place induce him to expatiate upon its im- 
portance, although the Directory afterwards made 
the acquisition of that island a great theme of exul- 
tation. But his destinies had called him tx) too high 
an elevation to permit his distinguishing the obscui^e 
islet which he had arisen from ori^nally. He was 
like the young lion, who, while he is scattering the 
herds and destroying the hunters, thinks little of tlie 
forest-cave in which he first saw the light.^ 

' Indeed Buonaparte^s situation, however brilliant^ 
was at the same time critical, 'and required his undivi- 
ded thoughts. Mantua still held out, and was likely to 
do so. Wurmser had caused about three-fourths of 
the horses belonging to his cavalry to be killed and 
salted forthe use of the garrison,and thus made a lai^ 



* We have said (p. 24) that Buonaparte ntva distiiigiiiihed his 
native country after his high exaltation, and did not of coarse pos- 
sess the affection of the inhabitants in a strong degree. But in his 
Memoirs, while at St Helena, he gives a sketch of the geographi- 
cal description and history of Corsica, and suggests several plaas 
for civilization of his countrymen, — one of which, the depriving them 
of the arms which they constantly wear, might be prudent were it 
practicable, but certainly would be Highly unpalataMe. There is 
an odd observation, " that the Crown of Corsica must, on the tern* 
pOrary annexation of the island to Great Britain, have been surprised 
at findmg itsdf appertaining to the successor of FingaL" Not more, 
wp should think, than the diadem of France, and ^e Inm Crown of • 
Italy, may have marvelled at meeting on the brow of a Coniom sol- 
dier of fortune. 
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•dditioii, Bucb as it was, to the provittODs of the pbice. 
)IkM[^aracter for courage and determination was com-* 
fiffUly estaUished ; and being now engaged in de* 
fending a fortress by ordinary rules of art, which ha 
per&ctly understood, he was in no danger c^ being 
overtreached and out-manoeuvred by the new system 
0f tactics, which occasioned his misfortunes in the 
open field 

While, therefore, the last pledge of Austria^s do« 
Xainions in Italy was confided to such safe custody, 
the Emperor and his ministers were eagerly engaged 
in making a new effort to recover their Italian ter^ 
ritories. The defeat of Jourdan, and the retreat of 
Moreau before the Archduke Charles, had given the 
Imperialists some breathing time, and enabled them, 
by exteiftive levies in the warlike province of lilyria, 
as wdQ as draughts from the army of the Rhine, to 
take the field with a new army, for the recovery of 
the Italian provinces, and the relief of Mantua. By 
orders of the Aulic Council, two armies were assem* 
bled on the Italian frontier; one at Friuli, which 
was partly composed of that portion of the army of 
Wurmser, which, cut off from their main body at the 
battle of Bassano, had effect^, under Quasdonowich, 
a retreat in that direction ; the other was to be form- 
ed on the Tyrol. They were to operate in conjunc- 
tion, and both were placed under the command of 
Marshal Alvinzi, an ofiicer of high reputation, which 
was then thought merited. 
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Thus, for ihe fourth tune, Buonapftrte was ta 
eontett tlie same objects on the same ground, witii 
new forces belonging to the same enemy. He had^ 
indeed, himself, received from France, reinforce* 
ments to the number of twelve battalions, from those 
troops which had been formerly employed id La 
Vendue. The army, in general, since victwy had 
placed the resources of the rich country which they 
occupied at the command of their leader, had been 
well supplied with clothes, food, and provi»ons, 
and were devotedly attached to the chief who had 
conducted them from starving on the barren Alps into 
this land of plenty, and had directed their military 
efforts with such skill, that they could scarce ever be 
siud to have failed of success in whatever they un- 
dertook under his direction. 

Napoleon had also on his side the good wishes, if 
not of the Italians in gaieral, of a considerable party, 
especially in Lombardy, and friends and enemies 
were alike impressed with belief in his predestined 
success. During the f<mner attempts of Wurmser, 
a contrary opinion had prevailed, atid the news that 
the Austrians were in motion, had given lurth to in- 
surrections against the Ff ench in many places, and to 
the publication of sentiments unfavourable to them 
almost everywhere. But now, when all predicted the 
certain success of Napoleon, the friends of Austria re- 
Hiained quiet, and the numerous party who desire in 
such cases to keep on the winning side, added weight 
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to the actuid fmmls of France, by expressiog thmr 
ofAnioDS in her favour. It seems, however, that Vic* 
tory, as if displeased that mortals should presume tq 
calculate the motives of so tickle a deity, was, on 
this occasion, disposed to be more coy than formerly 
even to her greatest favourite, and to oblige him to 
tml harder than he bad done even when the odds 
w^e more against him. 

Davidowich commanded the body of the Austrians 
whidi was in the Tyrol, and which included the fine 
militia of that martial province. There was little dif- 
ficulty in prevailing on them to advance into Italy, 
convinced as they were that there was small security 
for their national iddependence while the French 
remained in possession of Lombardy. Buonaparte, 
on the other hand, had placed Vaubois in the passes 
upon the river Lavisa, above Trent, to cover that 
new possesnon of the French Republic, and check 
the advance of Davidowich. It was the plan of AU 
vinzi to descend from Friuli, and approach Vicenza, 
to which (dace he expected Davidowich might pene« 
trate by a corresponding movement down the Adige. 
Having thus brought his united army into activity, 
liis design was to advance on Mantua, the constant 
object of bloody contention. He commenced his 
march in the beginning of October, 1796. 

As soon as Buonaparte heard that Alvinzi was in 
potion, he sent orders to Vaubois to attack Davido- 
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umAkf ttttd to IMLoas^na to advance to Biissano npott 
the Brenta, and make helid against the Aufitrian- 
coromander-m-chief. Both measures failed in effect** 

Yaufoois indeed made bis attack, but so unsuccess** 
fully, that after two days' fighting be was compelled 
to retreat before the Austrians, to evacuate tlie city, 
of Treat, and to retreat upon Galliano, already men^ 
tioned as a very strong position, in the previous ac^ 
count <^the battle of Roveredo.* A great part of 
his <^poiients being Tyrolese, and admirably calciiw 
Iftted for mountain warfare, they forced Vaubois from 
a situation which was almost impregnable ; and theit 
army, descending the Adige upon the right banky 
appeared to manoeuvre with the purpose of marching 
on Montebaldo and Riyoli, and thus opening the 
communication with Alvinzl 

On the other hand, though Massena had sustain^ 
ed no loss, for he avoided an engagement, the ap- 
ptrqadi of Alvinzi, with a superior army, compelled 
Uim to evacuate Bassano, and to leave the enemy in 
undjbputed possession of the valley of the Brenta; 
Buonaparte, therefore, himself, saw the necesinty of 
advancing with Augereau'*s division, determined to 
give battle to Alvinzi, and force him back on th^ 
Piave before the arrival of Davidowich. But he ex» 
perienced UQUdual ,i*esistAnoe ; and it is amid com* 

•Page 201. 
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jrfttdte df the weatber^ of misadventures and wh^ 
oarriageB of dtf^ent sorts, tbat be faintly claims tbe 
name of a victory for bis fii«t encounter with AlvimsL 
' It is clear tbat be bad made a desp^ate attempt to 
drive the Austrian general from Bassano->--tkat he 
had not succeeded ; but, on the contrary, was under 
the necessity of retreating to Vicenza. It is further 
manifest, tbat Buonaparte was sensible this retreat 
did not accord well with his claim of victory ; and 
he says, with a consciousness which is amusing, 
c that the inl;iabitants of Vicenza were surprised to 
see tbe French army retire through their town, as 
they had been witnesses of their victory on the prece- 
ding day. No doubt there was room for a3toQi8hment 
if the Vicenzans had been as completely convinced ^f 
the hct as Buonaparte represents them. The trulii 
was, Buonaparte was senable that Vaubois, being in 
complete retreat, was exposed to be cut off unless he 
was supported, and he hasted to prevent so great a 
loss, by meeting and reinforcing him. His own reti^ 
grade movement, however, which extended as far as 
Verona, left the whole country betwixt the Brenta and 
Adige open to the Austrians ; nor does there occur, to 
those who read the account of tbe campaign, any 
good reason why Davidowich and Alvinzi, having no 
body of French to interrupt their communication, 
should not instantly have adjusted their operations 
. on a common basis. But it was the bane of the 
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Austrian tactics, through the wh<^ war, to neglect 
that oonnexioa and co-operalion betwixt their sepa- 
Mite divimns, which is essential to secure the general 
result of a campaign. Above all, as Buonaparte hinu 
self remarked of them, Hmr leaders were not suffi- 
ci^tly acquainted with the value of time in nuU- 
tary movements. 

Napoleon having r^reated to Verona, whwre he 
could at pleasure assume the offensive by means of 
the bridge, or place the Adige belween himself and 
the enemy, visited, in the first place, the positions 
of Rivoli and Corona, where were stationed the 
troops which had been defeated by Davidowicb. 

They a|q)eared before him with dejected coun. 
tenanoes, and Napoleon upbraided them with their 
indifferent behaviour* *^ You have displeased me^^ 
he said ;-— <* You have diown neither discipline, nor 
constancy, nor bravery. You have suffered yomw 
selves to be driven irom positions where a handful oi 
brave men m^ht have arrested the progress of a laige 
army. You are no longer French soldiers.-^Let it* 
be written on their colours-^ They are not of the 
Army of Italy.^ "^ Tears, and groans of s(»rrow and 
shame, answered this harangue— <he rules of disd^ 
pline could not stifle their sense of mortification, and 
several of the grenadiers, who had deserved and wore 
marks of distinction, called out from the ranks — 
" General, we have been mi9represented--*Place us 
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i» theadvmcc^ «id you laqr then judge wbether we 
do not bdoDg to the anny of Italy.^ Buonaparte 
haviag produced the neoeitary eflbet, apoke to thmti 
m a nunre conciliatory tone; and the i^menta who 
bad und^gone so severe a rebuke, redeemed tbor 
character in the subsequoit part of the campaign. 

While Napoleon was indefatigable in ccMioentra«» 
ijaag his troops on the right bank of the Adige, and 
ipspiring them with his own spirit of enterprise^ 
Alvinzi had taken hia position on the left bank, 
nearly opposite to Verona. His army occupied a 
range of heights called Caldiero, on the left of which, 
and somewhat in the rear, is the little viUage of Ar« 
coll^ Mtuated among nuurshes, which extend around 
the foot of that eminence. Here the Austrian general 
had stationed himself, with a view, it may be suppo>* 
sed, to wait until Davidowidi and his division should 
descend the right bank of the Adige, disquiet the 
French leader^s position on that river, and give Al- 
yinsi himself the opportunity of forcing a passage. 

Buonaparte, with his usual rapidity of resolution^ 
resolved to drive the Austrian from his podtion on 
Caldieio, before the arrival c^ Davidowich. But 
neither on this occasion was fortune propitious to 
him* A strong French division, under Massena, aU 
tacked the heights amid a storm of rain ; but their 
most strenuous exertions proved completdy unsuc- 
cessful, and left to the general only his usual mode 
of concealing a check, by railing at tlie elements. 
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what was worse, the sokliets pereeiv^ it ; and eoib- 
pbiioed that ihey had to sostaai tbe whole hurdeaxit 
lii^ war, had to encounter army after army, and tnntt 
WKieumb at last under the renewed and unwearM 
efforts of Austria. Buonaparte parried theele natnra} 
fiselings as well as he could, promising that their con- 
quest of Italy should be speedily sealed by the diB^^ 
feat of this Ahinzi ; and he applied his whole geinuk 
to discoTer the means of bringing the war to an efr 
fecdve struggle, in which he confided diat, in sfHte 
pf numbers, his- own talents,, and the enterprinn^ 
character of an army so often victcmous, might tUM 
sure him a favourable result. But it was no easy 
way to discover a mode of attacking, with even plau« 
nUe hopes of success. If he advanced northward oh 
the right bank to seek out and destroy Davidowi<^^ 
he must weaken his Ux^ on the Adige, by the troops 
withdrawn to efibct dijU; purpose ; afid during his ab» 
senoe, Alvinzi would probably force the passage of 
the river at some point, and thus have it in his 
power to relieve Mantua. The heights of Galdiero^ 
occuped by the Austrian main body, and lying ii! 
kis front, bad, by dire experiment, been proved hn-^ 
pregnable. 

In dtese doubtful cuxnimstances the bold scheme 
occurred to the Frendi g^ireral, that the pontion of 

Caldiero, though it could not be stormed, might be 
u 
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tinned^ and llmt hj posseMiig himsdtf of the Titfa^^ 
of Areola, wfaieb fies to the left, md in tlbe rear of 
Caldieio^ the Auitiriaiig iiBgtit be compelled to fight 
«o disacbrAntage But the idea of attaching Aru^ 
was aae vfhmk would eo^^ce have odoittted lo any 
general save Buonaparte* 

Areola is situated ypon a dmall streaub eiUed th^ 
Alpon^ whieh, as idready hinted, finds its way into 
the Adige, through a wilderness of marshes, inter-^ 
Meted with ditches, and trar^rsed by dikes in various 
directions* In case of an unsuccessful attadc, the 
assailant were like to be totally cot off in the swamps. 
Then to debou<^ from Verona, and mote in the 
direction of Areola, would have put Alvinzi and his 
whole army on their guard. Secrecy and celerity are 
the soul of enterprise. All these difficulties gave way 
before Napoieon^s genius. 

Verona, it must be remembered, is on the left bank 
of the Adige— on the same with the point which was 
the object of Buooaparte'^s attack. At nigfadfall^ 
the whole forces at Verona w^re under arms ; and 
leaving fifteen hundred men under Kilmaine to de- 
fied the place from any assault, with strict orders 
to secuiei the gates, and prevent sdl communicatibh 
of his nocturnal expedition to the enemy, Buona- 
parte commenced his march at first to the rear, in 
the direction of Peschiera ; which seemed to imply 
that his resolution was at length taken to rerign the 

VOL. III. P 
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hopes of gtming Mantua, and perhaps to abandon 
Italy. The sil^iee w&th wbieti tbe match was con- 
ducted, the absence of all tbe usual rumours which 
used m tbe French anny to precede a battle, and tl^ 
diaooura^ng lutuation of affairs, appeased to presage 
the same issue. But after tJie troops bad marched a 
little way in this direction, tbe beads of columns 
w^e wheeled to the left, out of the line of reUreai, 
and descended the Ad%e as far as Bonco, which they 
reached before day. Here a bridge had been {we- 
paredy by which they passed over the river, and were 
{daced on the same bank with Arcc^, tl^ object of 
their attack, and lower than the heights of Caldiero. 

There were three causeways by which the marsh 
of Areola is traversed— -each was occupied by a 
French column. The central cdumn moved on the 
causeway which led to the village so named. The 
dikes and causeways were not defended, but Areo- 
la and its bridge were protected by two battalions 
of Croats with two pieces of cannon, which were pla- 
ced in a position to enfilade the causeway. These 
received the French column with so heavy a fire on 
its flank, that it fell back iq disorder. Augereau 
rushed forward upon the bridge with his chos^ 
grenadiers ; but, enveloped as they were in a destruc* 
tive fire, they were driven back on the main body. 

Alvinzi, who conceived it only an affair of light 
troops, sent, howej^rcr, forces into tbe msursh by means 
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cf the dikes ^diich traversed them, to drive out the 
Frendi. These were checked by finding that they 
were to oppose strong columns of infantry, yet the 
battle continued with unabated vigour. Itwasessen^ 
tial to Buonaparte^s plan that Areola should be car- 
ried ; but the &re continued tremendous. At length, 
to animate his soldiers to a final exertion, he caught 
a stand of colours, rushed on the bridge, and plant- 
ed them there with his own hand. A fresh body of 
Austrians arrived at that moment, and thefire on flank 
blazed more destructively than ever. The rear of 
the French column fell back ; the leading flies, find- 
ing th«nselves unsupported, gave way ; but, stiH 
careful of their general, bore him back in their arms 
through the dead and dying, the fire and the smoke. 
In the confu^on, he was at length pushed into the 
marsh. The Austrians were already betwixt him 
and his own troops, and he must have perished or 
been taken, had not the grenadiers perceived his dan- 
ger. The cry instantly arose, — " Forward— forward 
—save the General !*' Their love to Buonaparte^s 
person did more than even his commands and exam- 
ple had been able to accomplish. They returned to 
die charge, and at length pushed the Austrians out 
of the village ; but not till the appearance of a French 
corps under General Guieux had turned the posi- 
ti<m, and he had thrown himself in the rear of it. 
These succours had passed at the ferry of Alborado, 
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and the Ffetich remain^ in poss^s^Dn of the famgw 
contested villnge. It w^ at the nomcttit a ^aoe of 
the greatest iiii{)ort«iee ; for die possession of.k 
would have enabled BuooJ^parte, bad the Anetnans 
remained in th^ position^ to operate on th^ir Ofm^ 
munkations with the Br^nta, interpose between Al^ 
vinzi and Ins i^eserves^ imd destroy his park of a^U 
lery. But tb^ ri«k was avdded by the timely cauv- 
Cion of the Austrian Fieldmian^hd* 

Aivinsi wai| no sooner aware that a great ditisimi 
of the Frmch army was in his rear, than, without al- 
lowing them time for farther operations, he instantly 
(MPoke up his position on Caldiero, and evacuated 
these heights by a steady and orderly retreat. Buo- 
naparte had the mo^fication to see the Austrians 
eSsct tfiis manceuvre by crossing a bridge in thar 
rear over the Alpon, and which oould he have occu- 
pied, as was his purpose, he roi^t have rendered 
thdr retreat impossible, or at least disastrous. As 
matters stood, however, the village of Areola came 
to lose ita consequence as a position, siiice^ aftar Al- 
vinzi^s retreat, it was no longer in the rear, but in the 
firont of the enemy. 

Buonaparte remembered he had enemies on the 
right w well as the left of the Adige; and that 
Davidowich might be once more routing Vaubots, 
while he was too far advanced to afford turn aMist- 
ance. He therdbre evacuated AreoU, mi the vil- 
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hgB^tPomU MUittd nor it, and «Hgt>ting to IUn» 
Wt jroHcroMed tbe riir^r^ leaving (mly two demi^bri- 
gadaftia advance vpcm the left baak. 

. Tka.fint battle of ^ook, £uiuNiB for theobstinaoy 
with, whidi it was dispated, wad the number of bra^ 
officeiv and men who fell, was thus att^idcd with no 
dcciflhre Jttsult But it had che^d the ipdinatioB 
of Aiviii^ to advance on Verona^— it had delayed all 
ecanmuiocation b^wixt bis army and th|it of the 
gDyiBiili.»aboye all, it had renewed the Austriatti^ 
apprfhennens of the skill of Buonaparte and the 
baaT^y 43£ his tmops, and restored to the F«eneh 
rnddtsTj the usual oitm&lenee of their national duu 
racter. 

frionaparte remained stationary at Ronoo until 
ttULt nofning at fire o^dock, by which time he re- 
mhred inteUigjenoe that Davicbwieh had lain quiet 
in ilia former position ; that he had no cause to be 
nlarmedl fer Vaubois^ safety, ^ndn^gbt therefore 
operate in security agi^inst Alvinzi. T^is wius ren- 
d«wd the nK»e easy, (16th November,) as tbe Aus- 
trian general, not aware of Buonaparje'^s having halt- 
ed his army at Konoo, npa^ned he was on his oiareh 
to concentrate his forces nearer Mantua, and hasten- 
ed therefore to overwhelm tbe rear-guard, whom he 
expected to find at the f^ry. Buonaplurte qpared 
them the trouble of a dose advance to the Ad%e. 
He again crossed to the left side, and again advanced 
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his columns upon the dikes and causeways vrioA 
truTersed the marshes of Arccla. On audi g^Qnd^ 
where it was impossible to assi|^ to the colnmns 
more breadth than the causewayseould aooommodal^ 
the victorious soldiers of France had i^eat advantage 
over the recent levies of Austria ; for thou^ the 
latter might be superior in number on the whck^ 
success must in sudi a case depend on the personal 
iEaq)eriority of the front or leading files cmly. The 
Frendi^ therefore^ had the first advantage^and drove 
back the Austrians upon the village of Areola; but 
here, as on the former day, Alvimd constituted his 
principal point of defence^ and maintained it with the 
utmost obstinacy. 

. After having repeatedly failed when attadktng in 
front a post so difficult of approadi, Napcdecm endea- 
voured to turn the position by. crossing the little riv^ 
Alpon, near its union with the Adige. He attempt- 
ed to effect a passage by means of fascines, but lui* 
successfully ; and the night approached without any- 
thing effectual being decided. Both parties drew off^ 
the French to Bonco, where they recrossed the 
Adige ; the Austrians toa position behind the well- 
c<mtested village of Areola. 

The battle of ihe 16th November was thus fiur 
favourable to the French, that they had driven back 
the Austrians, and made many prisoners in the com- 
mencement of the day ; but they iiad also lost many 
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men ; and Napcdeon, if he hAd gained gronnd in the 
day, was t$m to t^turn to his position at night, lest 
D«vid0iridi, by tl^ defeat of Vatibms, might either 
lelieve Mantua, or more on Vercma. The 17th v»i 
to be a day mcae decisive. 

The field oi battle, and the i^eliminary manoeu- 
nteB, were xmieh the saste as on the {»eceding day i 
hm those of the French were nearly chsconcerted by 
die snnking of one of the boats which constituted 
their bridge orer the Adige. The Austrians in- 
stantly advanoed on the demi-brigade whidi had been 
t^atimied on the left bank to defend the bridge. But 
the French having repaired the damage, advance 
in their turn, and compelled the Austrians to retreat 
upon the marsh. Ma^ena directed his attack on 
Porcil— General JRobert pressed forward on Arccda« 
But it was at the point where he wished to cross the 
Alpon that Bucmaparte chiefly decsred to attain a 
decided superiority ; and in order to win it, he add- 
ed stratagem to audacity. Observing one of his co- 
lumns repulsed, and retreating along the causeway, 
he placed the S^d regiment in ambuscade in a 
thicket of Allows which bordered the rivulet, and 
saluting the pursuing enemy with a close, heavy, 
and unexpected fire, instantly rushed to close with 
the bayonet, and attacking the flank of a column of 
neariy three thousand Croats, forced them into ttve 
marsh, wh^re most of them perished. 
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It wtmmiw ib«t, after a crirnhtion of tha Vmm 
9tt0t«iied by the cMny, Ni^pcdron ^on«S¥«& ibw 
mmerki^ aupmarkj m £ur dimiiiifhed> and thnbr 
ifkili 90 much bpcdum, idml kesesd no loog^ €a»p 
fine his operations to the dikw^ fautioMel hb.eacK^r 
om the firm plain vUoh extended fa^cHid the Alpon. 
^e piliwed the biook by vieaaa of a teiafMvy bqd;^ 
wbkh had been prepaied dutiag ni^ty and Ihi 
buttle ringed as fierodly on the dry levels «i H had 
dona oa the dikes and amongst die inar8he& 

The Attstiaans fought widi resolu^n^ the tathci 
that their left, though stationed cnai dry gcovrndj was 
9eoured by a marsh which Buonaparte had no naeans 
of turning. But though thid wasi the. case, N^ipot 
leon ccmtrived to gain his pcnnt by unpr«»ing oo 
the enemy an idea that he had actually a6oom;diah^ 
ed that which he had no means of douig. This, he 
effected by sending a daring officer^ with dboitt 
thirty of tha gnides» (his own body--guarate tbqp 
may be caUed^) wkh fbur trumfiets; and direotuag 
tbese determined cavaliers to charge^ and the tiump 
pets to sound, as if a lavge body of hosse hadevossad 
the mardi. Augereaa attacked the Austrian left ai 
the same moment ; and a fresh body of troc^ad* 
yancing from Legnago, compelled them to retreat, 
but not to fly« 

Alvina was now coQipeUed to give way, and comi^ 
mence his retreat on MontebeUb. He itisposed seven 
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iBMi io ^ehcUopg to cover this jBoyement, 
iriuok was acooBidiihed wkkxit very mueh loss; 
but hisnaikt kad bom mmA. tkamfid bjr the slaagb* 
tw of the tbree battles oi Areola. Eight thouiattd 
men has betn stated as the amount of his losses* 
The Franehy who made so many and so ssnguinaiy 
assaults upon the villi^fes^ must also hanre sufficed a 
gnat deaL Buoniqnrte adcaowkdges thb in enee^ 
getic tenns* <^ Never,^ he wikes to CaittoC, ^< was 
i^ of battle so disputed. I have almost no genei- 
lak renamiBg— I can assure you that the Tiolory 
oottld not hare been gained i^ a cheaper elpense. 
The enemy were numerous^ s»d desperatdy reso- 
hile.'*^ The truth is, that Buonaparte's mode of 
Striking terror by these bloody and desperate charges 
in front upon strong podtionS) was n Uemidi in his 
system. They cosMnany men, and were not uiu« 
fbrmly successful. That of Aroria was fbund a rain 
waste of blood, till seience was emj^yed instead of 
main fcnrce, when the position was turned by Guietnr 
en the first day ; on the third, by the troops who 
crossed the Alpon. 

The tardy conduct of DaTidowich, during these 
three undedded days of slaughterous stmg^e, b 
worthy of notice and censure. It would appear that 
from the 10th November that general had it in his 
power to attack the division which he had hitherto 
driven before bkn, and that he bad delayed dmig so 
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till d^ l€lh ; and on tke Ifith, just die diy after AU 
Tinsi had made his retreat, he approached Verona on 
the right bank. Had these movements taken place be* 
fate Alvinzi^s defeat, or even during an j of the three 
days preceding, when theFraiich were engaged iiefi»re 
Areola, the ccmsequencea must have been very serious. 
Finding, however, that Alvinzi had retreated, Davi* 
dowich fdUowed the same coarse, and withdrew into 
the mountains, not much annoyed by the Frendh, 
who respected the character of his army, which had 
be^QL repeatedly victorious, and Mi the weakness in* 
ddent to th^ own late losses. 

Another incidental circumstance tends equally 
strongly to mark the want of concert and communi- 
cation among the Austrian generals. Wurmser, who 
had remained quiet in Mantua during all the time 
when Alvinzi and Davidowich imre in the neighbour- 
hood, made a vigorous sally on the 23d November ; 
when his doing so was of little consequence, since he 
could not be supported. 

Thus ended the fourth campaign undertaken for 
the Austrian possessions in Italy. The consequences 
were not so decidedly in Buonaparte's favour as those 
of the three former. Mantua, it is true, had re- 
ceived no relief; and so far the principal object of 
the Austrians had miscarried. But Wurmser was 
of a temper to conUnue the defence till the last mo- 
ment, and had alieady provided for a longer defence 
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Ifam the French counted upon, by cinrtoiltng the 
latioQS of die garrison. The fumies of Friuli and 
il» Tjrcl had ako, smee the last campaign, retained 
posaesaon of Bassano and Trent, and removed the 
French from the mountains throu^ which access is 
gained to the Austrian hereditary dominions Nci* 
ther had Alvinzi tsixSeted any sudi heavy d^sat as 
Us predecessors Beaulieu or Wurmser; while Da» 
▼idowich, on the contrary, was uniformly successful, 
had he known how to avail himself of hts victories^ 
Still the Austrians were not likely, till reinforced 
again, to interrupt Buonaparte^s quiet possesion of 
Lombardy. 

During two months following the battle of Areola 
and the retreat of the Austrians, the war which had 
been so vigorously maintained in Italy experienced 
a short suspension, and the attention of Buonaparte 
was turned towards dvil matters— the arrangement 
of the French interests with the various powers of 
Italy, and with the congress of Lombardy, as well as 
the erection of the districts of Bologna, Ferrara, 
Reggio, and Modena, into what was called the Trans* 
padane Republic. These we shall notice elsewhere, 
as it is not advisable to interrupt the course of our 
military annals, until we have recounted the last 
struggle of the Austrians for the relief of Mantua. 

It must be in the first place observed, that, wheth^ 
from jealousy or from want of means, supplies and 
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their Italiiui aimy. About seven tbousMittcn^ w]mi 
were «cttt»lly seot to joia Bu^nuqiiurtet ^^ueetif ins. 
paired the losses which he hffd susteined in ih^Jete 
Uoody campaigns. Atthesame tiinu9thelV^M]rwit)i 
the Pope being bioken off, the si^Hreme Panliff 
threatened to mardi a eonstderable army tol^afdi 
Lombardy. Buonaparte endeavoured to supply the 
want of veinforcements by nduag a defensive kgkm 
among the Lombards, to which be united, manj 
Poles. Thia body was not fit to be brought into Uiie 
agwist the Austrians, but wm more than siiffioieiU 
to hold at bay the troops of the Papal See^ who have 
never enjoyed of late years a high degree of military 
reputation. 

Meantime Austria, who seemed to cling to Itidy 
with the t^iacity of a dyii^ grasp, again, and now for 
the fifth time, recruited her armies on the frontier, md 
placing Alvinzi once more at the head of sixty tboiH 
sand men, commanded him to resume the i^ensive 
against the French in Italy. The spirit <tf the couA* 
try had been roused instead of discouraged by the 
late defeats The volunteer corps, consisting of per<- 
•ons of respectability and coneidemticm, took tlic 
field,f(»r the redemption,if their blood could purchaae 
it, of the national honour. Vienna furnished four 
battalions, which were presented by the Empress with 
a banner, that she had wrought for them with her 
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owii htods. Tbe Tjrralefie also thronged once more 
to their soYeragn's st4ndard, undismayed by a pro* 
clamadcm made by Bucmaparte after the retreat from 
Areola, and which paid hotmige, though a painful 
one, to these brave maricsmen; ** Whatever Tyrol* 
eae,^ ssud this atrocious document, ^ is tidcen with 
arms in his hand, shall be put to instant death.** 
Alvinzi sent abroad a counter procliunation^ *^ that 
for every Tyrolese put to death as threatened, he 
would hang up a French officer.^ Buonaparte again 
replied, '^ that if the Austrian general should use 
the retaliation he threatened, he would execute in his 
turn officer for officer out of his prisoners, commen- 
cing with Alvinzl^s own nephew, who was in his 
power/* A little calmness on either side brought 
tbem to reflect on tbe cruelty of aggravating the 
laws of war, whicb are already too severe ; so that 
the system of military execution was renounced on 
both dides. 

But notwithstanding this diapli^ of zeal and loyal* 
ty on the part of the Austrian nadon, its councils do 
not appear to have derived wisdom from experience. 
The losses sustained by Wurmser and by Alvkrai, 
proceeded in a great measure from the radical error 
of having divided their forces, and commenced the 
campaign on a double line of operation, which could 
not, or at least were not made to, correspond and 
communicate with each other. Yet they commenced 
this campaign on the same unhappy principles* One 



Digitized 



by Google 



^S8 LIFfi OF 

anny deaoendiog from the TjnA upon Montebaldo, 
the other was to march down by the Brenta on the 
Paduan territory, and then to operate on the lower 
Adige, the line of which, of course, they were ex- 
pected to foroe» for the purpose of rdieving Mantua. 
The Auhc Coundl ordered that these two armies 
were to direct their course so as to meet, if possible^ 
upon the beleaguered fcnrtress. Should they succeed 
in rabing the siege, tb^e was little doubt that the 
French must be driven out of , Italy ; but even were 
the scheme only partially successful, still it might 
allow Wurmser with his cavalry to escape from that 
besieged city, and retreat into the Romagna, where 
it was designed that he should, with the assistance of 
his staff and officers, organize and assume the com- 
mand of the Papal army. In the meantime, an in- 
telligent agent was sent to ccnnmunicate if possible 
with Wiurmser. 

This man fell into the hands of the besiegers. It 
was in vain that he swallowed his dispatches, which 
were inclosed in a ball of wax ; means were found to 
make the stomach render up its trust, and the docu- 
ment which the wax inclosed was found to be a let- 
ter, signed by the Emperor^s own hand, directing 
Wurmser to enter into no capitulation, but to hold 
out as long as possible in expectation of relief, and 
if compelled to leave Mantua, to accept of no con- 
ditions, but to cut his way into the Romagna, and 
take upon himself the command of the Papal army. 
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Thus Buonaparte became acquidnted with the storm 
which was approaching^ and which was not long of 
breaking. 

Alvinzi, who commanded the principal army, ad- 
vanced from Bassano to Roveredo upcm the Adige. 
Provera, distinguished for his gallant defence of Cos- 
saria during the action of Millesimo,* commanded 
the divisions which were to act upon the lower Adige. 
He marched as far as Bevi TAcqua, while his ad- 
vanced guard, under Prince Hohenzollem, compell- 
ed a body of French to cross to the right bank of 
the Adige. 

Buonaparte, uncertun which of these attacks he 
was to consider as the main one, concentrated his 
army at Verona, which had been so important a place 
during all these campaigns as a central point, from 
which he might at pleasure march either up the 
Adige against Alvinzi, or descend the river to resist 
the attempts of Provera. He trusted that Joubert, 
whom he had placed in defence of Corona, a little 
town which had been strongly fortified for the pur- 
pose, might be able to make a good temporary de- 
fence. He dispatched troc^s for Joubert^s support to 
Castel Nuovo, but hesitated to direct his principal 
force in that direction until ten in the evening of 
13th January, when he received information that 
Joubert had been attacked at La Corona by an im- 

• See p. 104. 
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mease body, which he had recited with difficultj 
during the day, and was now about to retreat, in 
order to secure the important eminence at Rivoli, 
which was the key of his whole position. 

Judging from this account that the principal dan- 
ger occurred on the upper part of the Adige, Buona* 
parte left only Augereau'^s division to dispute with 
Provera the passage of that river on the lower part 
of its course; He was especially desirous to secure 
the elevated and commanding position of Rivoli, be* 
fore the enemy had time to receive his cavalry and 
cannon, as he hoped to bring on an engagement ere 
he was united with those important parts of his army. 
By forced marches Napoleon arnved at Rivoli at two 
in the morning of the 14th, and from that elevated 
ntuation, by the assistance of a clear moonlight^ be 
was able to discover, that the bivouac of the enemy 
was divided into five distinct and separate bodies, 
from which he inferred that their attack th^ next day 
would be made in the same number of columns. 

The distance at which the bivouacs were stationed 
from the position of Joubert, made it evident to Na- 
poleon that they did not mean to make their attack 
before ten in the morning, meaning probably to wait 
for their infantry and artillery. Joubert was at this 
time in the act of evacuating the position which he 
only occupied by a rear.guard« Buonaparte com- 
manded him instantiy to counter-march and resume 
possession of the important eminence of Rivoli. 

U 
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A few Croats had already advanced so near the 
French line as to discover that Joubert^s light troops 
had abandoned the chapel of Saint Marc, of which 
they took possession. It was retaken by the French, 
and the struggle to recover and mdntain it brought 
on a severe action, first with the regiment to which 
the detachment of Croats belonged, and afterwards 
with' the whole Austrian column which lay nearest to 
that point, and which was commanded by Ocskay. 
The latter was repulsed, but the column of Kobler 
pressed forward to support them, and having gained 
the summit, attacked two regiments of the French 
who were stationed there, each protected by a battery 
of cannon. Notwithstanding this advantage^ one of 
the re^ments gave way, and Buonaparte himself 
galloped to bring up reitiforcements. • The nearest 
French were those of Massena^s division, which, tired 
with the preceding night^s march, had lain down to 
take some rest. They started up, however, at the 
command of Napoleon, and suddenly arriving on 
the field, in half an hour the column of Eobler was 
beaten and driven back. That of Liptay advanced 
in turn ; and Quasdonowich, observing that Joubert, 
in prosecuting his success over the division of Oc- 
skay, had pushed forward and abandoned the chapel 
of Saint Marc, detached three battalions to ascend 
the hill, and occupy that post. While the Austrians 
scaled, on one side, the hill on which the chapel is 

VOL. III. Q 



Digitized 



by Google 



242 LIFE OF 

sitostedf three baUaUom of FTeuch iiiAiitry, wha 
bad be^ countenntrched by JouberC to prerent 
QuasdonowieVs purpose, struggled up the steep as* 
cent on another point The actitity of the Frendi 
brought them first to the summit, and havusg then 
the advantage of the ground, it was no difficult mat* 
ter for them to force the adrandng Austrians head* 
long down the hiU which they were endeaveutii^ 
to climb. Meantime, the French batteries thundered 
on the broken columns of the ^emy-^their €Savah7 
made repeated charges, and the whole Austrians who 
had been engaged fell into mextricable disorder* The 
columns which had advanced were irretrievaUy <fo- 
feated ; those who remained were in such a condition, 
that to attack would have been madness. 

Amid this confusion, the division of Lusignan, 
which was the most remote of the Austrian cdumns, 
being intrusted with the charge of the artillery and 
baggage of the army, had, after depositing these 
according to order, mounted the heights of Rivoli, 
and assumed a position in rear of the Frendi. Had 
this column attained the same ground while the em^ 
gagement continued in front, there can be no doubt 
that it would have been decisive agmnst N^)oleon. 
Even as it was, their appearance in the rear would 
have startled tnx^s, however hrave, who luid lets 
confidence in their general ; but those of Buonaparte 
only exclaimed, ^^ Tfa^re arrive, farther supplks to 



Digitized 



by Google 



HAPOLEOD BUDI^AI^AUTE. 5^43 

iHir mAfkcIt'' in 6tU r^Uanoe timt ihm cotewuider 
could not be out^nsiKBavred. The AustcbB ,4itv»> 
jiUHi^ im th^ other band, amying after the battle i^is 
lost, bong without artiUary or cavalry, and having 
bef n oUig^ to leave a popprtiaD q£ thw numbeBs 
to keep a eheck upon a Frem^ brigade^ felt that, in- 
9tfad of bebg in a position to cut off the Fnencb, by 
jBttyking their rear while ^eir front wm engaged, 
they themselYes were cut off by the int^vention of 
the victorious French betwiict them and. dim defeat* 
ed army. Lusignan^s division wjis placed under a 
heavy fire of the artUlery in reserve) and was soon 
,oUiged to Uy down Us arms. So crUical are the 
events of war, that a military movement, whieh^ ex- 
ecuted at one particular period of time* wctuld have 
insured victory, is not unlikely, finom the loss of a 
brief interval, to occasion only more genaral cala- 
mity*'^ The AustrianS) on thfii, as on so^ne other 
accasi(ms, verified too much Napoleon's aUegation, 
that they (S&H not sufficiendy consider ^e value of 
time iu military affiiira. 



* It IS represented in some military accounts, that the diTision 
vrUxk ftpiiefUKd in the renor of die FicDcb belonged to the army «f 
Provera, and had been detached by him on crossing Uie Adige, as 
mentioned below. But Napoleon's Saint Helena manuscripts prove 
die contiary. Prorera only cresstd oa the 14th Jaimary^ and it wts 
(m ftiB morning of the same day that Napdeon had seen th« five di- 
visions of Alvinzi, that of Lusignan which afterwards appeared in 
the rear of his army being one, lying around Joubert's position of 
Rivoli. 
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- The fidd <ji Riroli wn one of Ae most 'despenUSe 
Ifaat Buonaparte ever wmi,' and was guned entoeiy 
by superior miMtary skiU^'and not by the orerbear- 
ing system of mere Force of numbers, to which he 
hasbeen accused of bemg partial. He himself had 
his horse repeatedly wounded in the course of ihe 
action, and exerted to the utmost his personal influ- 
ence to bring up the troops into action where their 
presence was most required. 
" AlrinsiVerror, wMdlwas a very gross one, eoniial- 
ed in 'supposing that no more than Joubert^s inoMi- 
sideraUe force was stationed at Bivoli, and in pre- 
paring, therefore, to destroy him at his leisure ; when 
his acquaintance* with the French celarity of more- 
ment ought to have prepared him for the possUiilky 
of'Buonaparte^snight-mardi, by which, bringing up 
/ the>chosen. strength of his army into the porition 
* where die en^ny only expected to find a feeble ^rce, 
he was enaUed to resist and defeat a much superior 
iarmy,^ brought to the field upon different {k>iBts, 
without any just calculation on the means (^ resist- 
.ance which were to J>e opposed ; without the neces- 
sary assistance of cavalry and artillery ; and, above 
all, widiout a preconcerted plan of co-operation and 
mutual support. The excellence of Napoleon'^s ma- 
noeuvres was well supported by the devotion of his 
generals, and the courage of his soldiers. Massena, 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BtrOMAPARTE. S45 

m psrtieiikur, to ifeil ■ecoi^ted Ids general, tbtt af- 
terwards, when Napoleon as Emperor confiarred on 
"him the title of Duke,' he assigned him his designa- 
tkm from Ae batde of RiToE 

Almost before this important and ctecisive Tictory 
was absolutdy gained, news arriyed which required 
the presence of Buonaparte elsewhere. On the very 
aame day of the batde,*Proyera, whom we left ma- 
noeuvring on the Lower Adige, threw a bridge of pon^ 
toons over, that river, where the French were not pre- 
pared to oppose his passage, and pushed forward to 
Mantua, the relief of which fortress he had by stra- 
tagan nearly achieved* A regiment of his cavalry, 
weairing white clodcs, and resemUing in that parti- 
cular the first regiment of French hussars, presented 
themselves befcnre the suburb of Sahit George, then 
only covered by a mere line of drcumvallation. The 
barricades were about to be opened withoutsuspicion, 
wlran it occurred to a sagacious old French sergeant, 
who was beyond the walls gathering wood, that the 
dress of this regiment of white-cloaks was fresher 
Aan that of the French corps,* adled Bertini'^s, for 
whom -they were mistaken. He communicated. his 
suspimons to a drummer who was near him ; they 
gained the suburb, and cried to arms, and the guns 
<^the defences were opened on the hostile cavalry, 
whom they were about to have admitted in the guiflte 
offrienda ^ 
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' About the time ihsl Als incuieBi tookpboe, Qu^ 
napaite himsdf arriTed at Roverbeila, within twelve 
miles of Mantua, to which he had mardied with in- 
credible dispatdi firom the fi^ of battle at IB&rtik 
leaTmg to Masseaa, Morat, and Joubeft, the task 
bf oompletbg his yiolorjr^ by the dose pursiut ef 
Alvinsi and his scattered fiMrees. 

In the meanwhile^ Provem comnmucated wiA 
the gankon 6f Mantua across the lake, and concert- 
ed the measures finr its relief with Wunnser. On 
the 16th of January, being the morning afUr the 
batde ef RiToli, and the unaiceessfiil attempt to 
surprise the suburb of Saint Geoi^, the garrison of 
Mantua saUied from the place in strength, and took 
)post at the causeway <tf Xa Faymta, \mog the oiify 
m^ wUch is ddbided by an indosed dtadel, or m- 
d^pendent fiictiess. Napoleon, returning at the head 
of his Tictoriotts forces, surrounded and attacked 
wtdiiury the troops of Prorera, while the Uodkadbg 
army eompdkd the garrison, at die bi^ooet^s prait, 
to re-enter tibe bcsi^ed dty of Mantua. Prorera, 
who had in rain, though with mud decision and 
gdhmtry, attempted the rdief (£ Mantoa, which his 
Imperial master had so much at heart, was compel- 
led to lay down his arms with a division of about fire 
thousand men, whom he had still united under his 
person. The detached corps which he had left to 
protect his bridge, and other passes in his rear, sua- 
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Ajt wbidL bud comm^iM tb^.ctmpaigi^ of Janimjr 
QOljr^m the 7th of tlmtaMmlli, were the priscmeci of 
die totified eampm^t befim tm d^lfu had elapsed/ 
Tlie krgtr anay, ooianianded bj AlviDsi, had Ac 
liettet fiotane. , They wer^ elope jmrsued from the 
Uoody &dd of RivoU^ and ueyer were permitted to 
dnvr breath or to leooyer didr disorder. I^argebo- 
dies were iatereepted and eoBqpdled to «orreiider» a 
pttctiee now eo frequent 9xa(mg the Aiutrian tsoope^ 
thai it ceased to be ehamefdL 

jNeTertbeleifl» (me exaoij^e is so peculiar as to de- 
aerye coimnemoratioii, as a striking examfde of the 
«ttef ooustemation and dispersion of the Austrians 
jtf^ this dread&l ddeat^ and of the c<mfidaait and 
aociacious promptitude which the ]B*renoh officers 
d^Ted from th^ unvaried success. R&i&f a janmg 
affioery iras in possession of the village called Gardat 
on the lake of the same name» and, in visitii^ his ad- 
fenced poets, he pearceived scnne Austrians approach, 
tag, wfaom.he caused his escort to snrround and make 
paaoners. Advancing to the firont to reconnoitre, he 
leund himself dose to the headman imperial cdumn 
of eighteen hundred men, which a turning in the road 
Imd concealedtill he was within twen^ yards of them» 
^^ Down with your arms T said the Austrian com- 
mandant ; to which Ren^ answered with t^e most 
reiMfy b(Adli^88)-rr'^ Do^Qu lay down yonr acmsi I 
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hnre.&stro;fed ymn adTaaoed "guatd, as wHteM 
tbese pris^mers — groui^ your arms, or no quarter.^ 
And the Fraich soldiarS) catdiing the hint' of th^ 
leader, jc»ned in the cry of ^^ Ground your arms.^- 
The Austritti officii hesitated, and. jHoposed to en- 
ter into ca^tuktbn; the Ffei^chnian would* admit 
of no terms but iniBtant and immediate surresckr** 
The dispirited impmalist yielded iqi his sword, and 
commanded his soldiors to imitate his example. But 
the Austrian soldiers began- to suspect the>truth;. 
tl^y became refractory, and reused to obey thdr 
leader, whom Bene addressed with the'utm(MBt'appa« 
rent composure. *' You are an officer, sir, and aman 
of honour— you know the rulea of war'— you have 
surrendered-^you are theref<»re my prisoner, but I 
i^y on your parole*— *Here, I return your sw(»rd— * 
compel your men to submission, otherwise I dkeot 
against you the dividon of six thousand men who are 
under my. command.'' The Austrian was utterly, con- 
founded,, betwixt the. appeal to his honour andthe 
threat of a diarge firom six thousand men. He assu- 
red Ilen6 he might rely on his punctilious complianoe 
with the parole he^had given him ; . and speaking in 
German to his soldiers, persuaded thmn to lay down 
their arms, a submission. which he had soon after- 
ward the satis&ction to see had been made to one- 
twelfth part of their number. 
"^ Aodd such extraordinary succesi^ the ground 
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Irlileh the French had lost m Italy was spee£ly i^ 
snmed. Tr^t and Bassano were again occupied by 
the French. They regained idl the portions and 
strmigholds which they had possessed on l^e frontiers 
of Italy before Alvinzi^s first descent, and might per* 
haps haye penetrated deeper into the mountainous 
frontier of Germany, batf<Hr the snow whidi doked 
up the passes. . 

One crowning consequence of the victmrks of %- 
Toli and of La Fayorita, was the surrender of Man* 
tua itsdf, that prize which had cost so much blood, 
and had been defended with such obstinacy. 

For seyeral days after the decisiye actions which 
left him without a i^adow of hope of relief, Wurm- 
ser continued. the defence of the place in a suU^i 
yet honourable despair, natural to the feelings of 
a gallant yeteran, who, to the last, hesitated be- 
tween the desire to resist, and the sense that, his 
means of subsistence being almost, totally expended, 
resistance was absolutely hopeless. At length he 
sent his aide-de-camp, Elenau, (afterwards a name of 
edebrity,) to the head* quarters of Serrurier, who 
commanded the Idockade, to treat of a surrender; 
Kfenau used the customary, limguage on such occa-i 
moDB. He expatiated on the means whkh he stad 
Mantua still possessed of holding out, but said, tlat 
as Wurmser doubted whether the place could be re- 
lieyed in. time, he would regulate his oonduct as to 
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MdiiidKale tD^Miott, or fmther MmMii tcfof^lg 
to the Go&^tkms of suneiider to wbteh^ the FtcMcli 
generals were wiUmg to admit him. 

A Fren^^oerof diatmelioii watptese&t^itiiifflecl 
in hb eloidc, and remaiaiiig apart from the two offii3^ 
but within hearing of what had pajHed. Whca their 
diaciiS9ieii waa fiiuahed, tfak unkBown per8<m stef^ped 
forward, and tiUdng a pen wrote down the opndir 
tfams of suzr^er to which Wumsa? wae to be ad^ 
i9)kted*<— ccmditbns more honooiable and fiiTmnraUe 
bjr Qur than what his extremity could haye eameted* 
*^ These,^ said the unknown ofiSe^ to Elenau» ^^ aie 
^ terms which Wurman mayaccept at present, imd 
which will be oqpially tendered to him i^ any period 
when he-finds farth^ resistance imposiaifale. We are 
jMirareheistoomuchamanof honourtogiFo^up the 
Artless and dty, so long and honouraUy de£^ded» 
whSe the means g£ resistance remain in his powei^ 
If he delays acoeptbg the conditions for a wedc» finr 
A month, for two m(mths, they diall be equally his 
when he dhooses to accept them. To*mdnow I peas 
4hePo, and march upon Rome.'' Elenau, peieebii^ 
Au he spdce to the French coauviandeir-in*cl»eC 
frankly admitted that the garrison conU not hmger 
sMay surrender, haraig scarce diree day s^ piN)TyQtt8 
jinoonsumed. 

This trait o£ genereaiigr towards a ffXbM but urn- 
frrlunale enemy, was highly honeur^Ue to Auona- 

18 
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f^lte* Tbe Usie wbich du^nied ibe stag^-effiKi ti 
(be cloak may indeed be que^oned; but ibeieal cur* 
Knt of bis fediog towards the y&aenijILd olgeet ef bis 
leqpeet^ and at the same -time compassion, u asosr* 
tained otberwise. He wrote to the Directory on the 
sidgM^ tbatjie had affiHrdedio Wunnser such eon* 
sBtkms of swrrender as became die generoaty itf the 
^Kfttcb oatiim towavds an enemy, who, hnnog lost 
bis army Iqr misfortune, was so littlie desirous to so* 
cure bis personal safety, that he threw himself into 
Mantua, cutting his wqr through the blockading ar- 
my ; thus y (duntarily undertaking the privations of a 
siege, which his ^llantr^ protracted until almost die 
last morsel of provisions was exhausted. 

But the young victor pud still a more delicate and 
noble-minded compliment, in declining to be person- 
aUy preset when the v^eran Wunnser bad the 
jnortificatian to surrender bis sword, with his gainU 
aon of twenty thousand vatn^ ten thoittand of whom 
were fit fcr service. This ael&denial ^ Napoleon 
as mudi credit nearly as bis victory, and must not be 
4>mitted in a narrative, winch, often called to sd^;na>. 
ttse hm ambidon and its ccmsequenoes, should not be 
iJie less ready to observe marks of dignified and be- 
nouraUefiseUng, Tbebistaryofthbremaricableman 
more frequently reminds us of the romantie and in^ 
prohsble victories inqpntod to tho.beroea of. the ro- 
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mandc ages, tlum of the spirit of chivalry attributed 
to them; but in this instance NapolecHi^s conduct 
towards Wurmser may be justly compared to that of 
the Black Prince toliis royal prisoner. King Jolm of 
France. 

Serriirier, who had conducted the leaguer, had the 
honimr to recdve the sunrender of Wurmser, aft^ 
the si^ of Mantua had condnued for six months, 
during which the garrison is said by Napoleon' to 
have lost twenty-seven thousand men by disease/and 
in the variouis numerous and Uoody sallies whidi 
took place. This decirive event put an end to the 
war in Italy. The contest with Austria was here- 
after to be waged on the hareditary dominions of that 
haughty power. 

The French, possessed of this grand object of 
their wishes, were not long in displaying their na- 
tbnal characteristics. Their military -and prescient 
sagacity was evinced in employing me of the most 
celebrated' of their engineers, to improve and hxing 
nearly to perfection the defence of a city which may 
be termed the citadel of Italy. Thqr set afoot, be- 
«des, civic feasts and ceremonies, and among odiers, 
one in honour of Virgil, who, being the paiMgyrist 
of an emperor, wais indifferently selected as the pre- 
siding genius of an infant republic: Their tmpidity 
was evinced by their artists' exen^nng their mge- 
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ntdty in devimng means to cut from the wall and 
carry off the fresco paintbgs, by Titian, of the wars 
between the Gods and the Oiants, at all risks of de- 
stroying what could ncTer be replaced. Luckily the 
attempt was found totally unadvisable. 
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CHAPTER VIL . 

Situation and Views of Buonaparte at thie period of the Cam- 
paign. — HH poliHe Conduct towards the Italians — Fopu^ 
iarUy. — Severe terms of Peace proposed to Ac Pepe^HFOm 
jeeted^ — Napoleon differs f rani (he Directory ^ andNegoHom 
tions are reniswed — Imt again refected. — The Pope raises 
his Army to 40^000 Men^^Napoieon invades the Papal 
Territoriee.'^The Papal Troops d^ftated near Imo la a n d 
at Ancona — which is captured — Loretto taken. — Clemency 
of Buonaparte- to the French, recusant Clergy. — Peace of 
Tolentino. — Napoleon's Letter to the Pope. — San Marino. 
-^View of the Situation of the different ItaHan States^ 
Rome-^Naptes — Tuscany — Venice. 



The eyes of all Europe were now rivetted on Na- 
poleon Buonaparte, whose rise had been so sudden 
that he was become the terror of emfMres and the 
founder of states ; the conqueror of the best generals 
and most disdplined troops in Europe, within a few 
months after he had he&a a mere soldier <^ f<^- 
tuncvseeking rather for subsistence than expecting 
honourable distinction. Such sudden elevations 
hav« occasionally happened amid semi- barbarous 
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miitons, where grett popular intmrreedbiis, detdilbg 
and decMTe revolution^ are common oocanrenceey 
but were Utherto unbeard of in cmfiied Emrope. 
The pre-eminence wMch he had fuddenly obtuned 
bad, besides, been subjected to no many trials, as to 
afford every proof of its permanence. Napoleon stood 
aloft like a diff on which suocesnve tempests had eX'* 
pended their rage in Tsin. The means which nused 
him were equdly competent to make good his great* 
ness. He had infiised into the armies which he com* 
manded the firmest rdiance on his genius,' and die 
greatest love for his person ; so that he could alwi^s 
find agents ready to esecute his most difficult com- 
mands. He Imd even inspired them with a portioa 
of his own hidefatigabie exertion and his comnuukU 
ing intelligence. The maxim which he inculcated 
ttpon tbem when practising those long and severe 
marches irihich formed one essential part of his sy»> 
tern, was, ^^ I would rather gain victory at the ex- 
pense of your legs than at the price of your blood."^ 
The Frendi, under his training, seemed to become 
the very men he wanted, and to toatget in the exdta- 
. tion of war and the hope<tf vi(^ory, even the feeUngs 
of weariness and ethaustioB. The fidlowing descrip. 
ti<m of the French soldier by Napoleon himself oc- 
curs in his ^spatchee to die Directory during his 
first campaign in Italy :— 
*^ Were I (0 name 4ilL those wbo have been disiin- 
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gdthidbyaettofpenfxnalbiiinrery, I imiit M&d di# 
musteMEdl of aU Uie geea&dkn and carabaieera of 
Ae adTanced-gtwd. ' Tbqr jeat^ with danger nd 
laiq;h at death ; and if anything can equal their in- 
irepidity; it is the gaiety irith wludi,' singing ajtcar- 
nately songs of love and patriotimn, thqr aocom^rii 
the most severe forced marches. When they airive 
at their tnvoiiac, it is not to.tdce their repose, as 
mi{^t be expected, but to tell each his stc»y of the 
battle of the day, and produce his plan for that of 
to-morrow ;' and many of diem think with great^^cM^ 
rectness on military subjects. The other day I was 
inspecting a demi-brigade, md as it filed past me, 
a common diasseur approached my horse; and' said, 
* General, you ought to do so and so.^— ^ H<dd your 
peace, you rogue 1^ I replied. ' He disiqppeared im- 
mediately, nor have I since been able to find him 
out But the manoeuvre whidi he recommended was 
the very same whidi I had]^vately resolved to carry 
into execution.^ 

To command this active, intelligent, and intrepid 
soldiery, Buonapartepossessed officers enturely worthy 
of the charge ; men young, or at least not advanced 
in years, to whose ambitkm the Revolution, and the 
wars which it had brought on, had opened an unli- 
mited career, and whose genius was ins{nred by the 
plans of their leader, and the success which attended 
them. Buonaparte, who had his eye on every man. 
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mVtr nqgleel^d to dUteibute revavdt and pwUh* 
aacnfts, praise and coMure^ with a liberal httd» lur 
ottittod lo pte9H tn what latteriy was ravely if ever 
denied to him — the promotion of such irf&oers aspar* 
4icijarly,distinguished themsdves. He wiUiai^y a»* 
smued^tbe task of sootluiig the fediegs of these whose 
relaliooB had faUen under his banners. His letter 
of consolation to General Clarke upon the death of 
ywng Clarke his nei^ew, who fell at Areola, is af* 
fiacting, as showing that amid all his victories he fdt 
himself the otyect of reproach and criticism.* His 
keen sensitiveness to the attacks of the public press 
attended him through life, and, like die slave in the 
triumphal car, seaned to remind him that he was 
atill a mortal man. 
It should farther be remarked, that Napdeon with- 



* Letter firom Napoleon to General Clarke, 25 Bnimaire, 5th year 
of the BepaUic— ^' Your nephew haa been slain on the field of batde 
at Areola. The young man had been familiar with aims—had led 
on columns, and would have been one day an excellent officer. He 
bat died with glory in the &ce of the enemy. He did not •oiBv for an 
instant. What man would not envy such a death ?— Who is he that 
would not accept as a favourable condition the choice of thus escaping 
from the vicissitudes of a contemptible world ?— .Who is there among 
us who hat not a hundred times regretted that he has not been thue 
withdrawn from the powerful effects of calumny, of envy, and of all 
the odious passions which seem the almost exclusive directors of the 
conduct of mankind ?** — This letter, remarkaUe in many zespeets, 
will remind the English reader of Cato^s exclamation over the body 
of his son-i- 

•♦ Who would not be thto youth ?•* 

VOL. III. R 
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Stood, miUmUy aadboUly, all tkenumimms altempts 
liiadebyc(Miimi8Baries,and tbatdescriptknofpera^isv 
to encroacli upon thefimdctestmedfor theuseof die 
army. Maoh of his puWc, And more of his prirate 
correspondaiee, is filled mth complaints against these 
i^ents, i^tbongli he must have known that, in attack- 
ing them, he dkobUged men o£ the h^hest mfluenee^ 
who had iirequently some secret interest in ih&r 
wealths But his military fitme made his seryices 
indispensaUe, and permitted him to set at d^ance 
the enmity of such persons, who are generally as 
timid as they are sordid: Buonaparte^s former pa- 
tron, Barracr, was supposed to be accessifale ta thu 
species of cemfption. 

Towards tfa^. general officers there took pface a 
gradiial change of deportment, as the commander-in- 
chief began to feel gradually, mcnre smd more, the in- 
creasing sense of his own personal importance. We 
have been informed' by an officer of the highest rank, 
that, during the earlier campaigns,. Napoleon used 
to rejoice wiUi, and embrace them as associates, near- 
ly on the same footing, engaged in the same tasks. 
After a period, his language and carriage became 
those of a frank soldier, who, sensible of the merit 
of his subordinate assistants, yet makes them sensi^ 
ble, by his manner, that he is their eommander-in* 
chief. When his infant fortunes began to come of 
age, his deportment to his generals was tinctured 
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WUli thit iofi^ coifttesy which fNrmoes use towwds 
their sufajeeto, andf which plaiiily mtkntted, thath^ 
Jidd them as sulgeetir m the war, not aft brethren.* 

Napoleon'^s ccmduct towards the Italians individa* 
aBy was, in most instances, in the Ughest degree pni^ 
dent imd political, whSe, at the same time, it coin- 
eided^ as true poUcy luiudfy does, with the rul^ of 
justice and moderation, and served in a great measure 
io counterbalance the odium which he incurred by 
despoiling Italy of the works (tf art, and even ^ his 
huftingements on the religious system of the Catholicsv 

On the latter subject, the General became parti-*' 
tularly cautbus, and his didike or; contempt' of the 
Church of Rome was no longer shown in that grosi^ 
spedes of satire which he had at first giv^ loose to. 
On the contrary, it was veiled under philosophiciA 
indifference ; and, while relievbg the clergy of their 
worldly possessions, Napdeon took care to avoid, the 
error o£ the Jacobins ; never proposing their tenets 
as an object of persecution, but protecting their per-' 
sons, and declaring himself a decided friend to gene- 
ral toleration on all points of consdence.^ 



* Count Las Cases mentions an incident of the same kind. An 
officer, who had known Bnonapairte familiarly before Toulon, was,' 
Irhen he' obtained the command of the Army of Italy, about to rush 
into the arms pf his old comrade. But the look and manner of the 
general made it evident there was an &kd to their intimacy, and fhAt 
the intercourse between them had changed its character with hii 
friend's promotion. 
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la point of polkio% as w«U tt r«)%iM» tbe oi»- 
mow of Bwiiiip«He«ppc»fed tokftveexprnmoeda 
great diaoget It raaybedDubted>iiid«ed«if beevfc 
IB hk heart adqf^ted thoae of the outrageoufi Jaco- 
bills ; but he must doubtleaa have profesaed th^ 
whelhar mcerdy or »ot, when he firrt obtained pflfo- 
iQotion under die influ^ce of the ywngev 9obe^ 
qOerre, Salioetd, ai^lBanras, who, afterwards a Ther- 
miderien> was a Smis Culot^ daring the si^e of 
Toulon.* Buonaparte's dear and sound good sense 
speedily made him sensiUe, that such a Tidence cm 
the established rules of reason and morality, as an 
attempt to make the Imital striengtb of the multitude 
the forcible controll^ of those possessed of the wisp- 
dom, property, and education of a country, is too 
unnatural to rem^n long^ or to become the basis 
of a well-r^ulated state. Being at prf^sent a B^ 



■ • "Eren when before Toulon, he was not held by tlear-sightcd 
persfMis io be a wery onbodoz Jacobin. GenertdXIartaiix, the stupid 
Sang Culotte under whom he first served, was talking of the young 
commandant of artillery with applause, when his wife, who was some- 
what first in conmnnd at home^ advised him not to reckon too maeh 
on that young man, '' who had too much sense to be long a Sans 
Culotte." — " Sense ? Female-citizen Cartaux,*' said her offended 
buaband, " do you take us for fo<ds ?"-.'^ By no means,'* answered 
t]»c lady ; ^' but hia sense is not of the same kind with youzs.'V-. 
Las Casss' Journal^ vol. I. p. 144. CoUmrtCs TransJatiofu — In 
the same work, we read an admission of Napoleon, that his brother 
I^icioQ was a much mere yiolenl Jacobin than himself, and that 
spme p^^rs published as his, with the signature, Brutus Buonaparte, 
ought in fact to be ascribed to Lucien. 
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pdUican of tbe Tbermidorien party, Baonftpaiie, 
even tIioii|^ he made use of the esteblished phnues, 
Liberty asd Equality, acknowledged no dignity su- 
p^or to Citizen, and Thee^d and Thou'd whom* 
•oever he addressed, was permitted to n^ix many 
grainb of liberality with those democratic forms. In^ 
deed, the republican creed of the day began to rt« 
semble the leathern apron of the braner, who fonnd- 
ed a dynasty in the East-^his descendants continued 
to display it as their banner, but enri<Aod it so much 
with gems and embroidery, that there was little of 
the original stuff to be cUsoovered. 

Jacobinism, for example, being founded on the 
principle of assimilating the national diameter to the 
gross Ignorance of the lower classes, was the natural 
enemy of the fine arts and of literature, whose pro- 
ductions the Sans Culottes could not compreh^di 
and which they destroyed for the same enlightaied 
reasons that Jack Cadets followers hanged the dak 
of Chatham, with his pen and inkhorn about his neck. 
Buonaparte, on the contrary, saw that knowledge, of 
whatsoever kind, was power ; and therefiHre he &• 
tinguished himself honourably amidst his victories, 
by seeking the conversation of men distinguished for 
Hterary attainments, and displaying m int^est in 
the antiquities and curiosities of the towns which he 
visited, that could not but sean flattermg to the in-> 
habitants. In a letter addressed publicly to Oriani, 
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a celebrated astronomer, be assures him that all meit 
of genius, all who had distingmshed themselves ia 
the republic of letters, were to be accounted natives 
of France, whatever might be the actual place of their 
birth. ^' Hitherto,'' he sjud, " the learned in Italy 
did not enjoy the q>ndderation to which they were 
entitled— ^hey lived retired in their laboratories and 
libraries, too happy if they could escape the notice^ 
and consequently the persecution, of kings and 
priests. It is now no longer thus— -there is no longer 
religious inquisitiont nor despotic power^ Thought 
is free in Italy. I invite the literary and scientific 
persons to consult together, and propose to me their 
ideas on the subject of giving new lagour and life to 
the fine arts and sdences. All who desire to visit 
France will be received with distinction by the go- 
vernment The people of France have more pride in 
enrolling among their citizens a skilful mathemati^ 
cian, a painter of reputation, a distmgmshed man in 
any class of literature, than in adding to their terri^ 
tories a large and wealthy city. I request, sir, that 
ypu will make my sentiments known to the most dis- 
tinguished literary persons in the state of Milan.'' 
To the municipality of Pavia he wrote, desiring that 
the professors of their celebrated university should 
resume their course of instruction under the security 
of hb protection, and inviting them to point out ta 
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him siidi ineasureB as nighl ooeiir, fm givng a mort 
brilliant existence to their aacient seminaries. 

The interest which he thus tow in the literatorer 
and literary institutions of Italy, was shown by ad« 
mitdng' men of science or letters ftedy to his person* 
Their communication was the more flattering, that^ 
bring himself of Italian descent, and familiar with 
the beautiful language of the country from his in* 
fimcy, his conversation with men of literary emi« 
iwnce was earily conducted.' It may be mentioned 
^episodically, that Napoleon found a remnant of hiff 
family in Italy, in the person of the Abb6 Gregoria 
Buonaparte, the <mly remaining branch of that Flo- 
rentine family, of whom the-Corrican line were ca« 
dets. He rerided at San Mioiato, of which he was 
canon, and was^an old man, and said to be wealthy. 
The relationship was eagerly acknowledged, and the 
general, with his whole staff, dined with the Canons 
Gregorio. The whole mind of the old priest was 
wrapt up in a project of obtaining the honours of re* 
gidac canonizationfor one of the family. called Bo« 
nayentura, who had been a capuchin in the 17th ceu- 
tury, and was said to have died in the odour of sanc« 
tity, though his right 4o divine honours had nevef 
been acknowledged. It must have been ludicrous, 
enough to have heard the old man insist upon a topic 
so uninteresting to Napoleon, and press the Frendh; 
republican general to use his interest with the Pope. 
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There caa be Iitde4oiibt that the BxAf F«lhcc, ta, 
have escaped other demands, would haTe canonised m | 
whole French regiment of Ciurmagnols^ vaA ranked s 
them with the old militia of the calendar^ the Thebaa; 
Lqpon. But Napoleon was sennble that any te^ 
quest on such a subject coming from him would be 
only ludicrous.^ 

The progress which Buonaparte made personallyr 
in the frvour of the Italians, was, doubtless, agveat 
assistimce to the propagation of the new doctrisea 
which were connected with the French Revolutbn^ 
and was much aided by the trust which he seemed 
desirous to repose in the natives of the oouMtxy^ 
He retained, no doubt, in his own hands, the ul« 
timate dedsion of everything of oonse^ience ; but 
in matters of ordinary importance, he permitted and 
encoun^ed the Italians to act £[»r themselves, in a 
Daanncr they had not been accustomed to under 
their German masters. The internal government 
of their towns was intrusted to provisional govern-^ 



* Las Cases says, that afterwards the Pope himself touched on 
tiie same topie, and was disposed to see the immediate guidMiOB 
and protection afforded by the consangninean Saint Bonavaituza is 
the great deeds wrought by his relation. It was said of the church- 
bowing saint, David King of Scotland, that he was a sore saint flat 
the Ciown; certainly Saint B<maventmca must have been a sue samt 
for the Papal See. The eld abb^ left Napoleon his fcwtune, which he 
conferred on some public institution. 
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on, chofen widiout reipeet to nmk, asd the mahtte^ 
iwnoe of pdioe was committed to the armed bui^hersi 
or ni^nal guards. Conscious of the importance 
aimexed to these privil^es, they abeady became im^ 
patient for national liberty. Napoleon could hard- 
ly rein bad^ the intense ardour of the large, party 
among the Lombards who desired an immediate 
declaration of indep^dence^ and he had no oUier 
expedient 1^ than to amuse them with procrastina-^ 
ting excuses, which enhanced their derire of sudhan 
event, while they delayed its gratification. Odior 
towns of Italy,— for it was among the citizens of the 
^owns that these sentimaits were chiefly cultivated, 
•^^began to evince the same wish to new-model their 
govermnents on'the revolutionary system ; and diis 
ardour was chiefly shown on the southern side of the 
Po. 

It must be remembered, that Napoleon had en- 
gaged in treaty with the Duke of Modena, and had 
agreed to guarantee his principality, on payment of 
immense contributions in money and stores, besides 
the surrender of the most valuable treasures o£ his 
museum. In C0n8e(]pience, the Duke of Modena was 
permitted to govern his states by a regency, he him- 
self fixing his residence in Venice. But his two princi* 
pd towns, Reggio and Modena, espcdalfy the former, 
became desirous of shaking off his govemmei^.: Axu 
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ticipatisg in domg so tlic spprobadon of the Vnsoeh 
general and goyemment, the citizens of Reg^o rose 
In insurrection, expelled firom thieir town a body of 
'the ducal troops, and planted the tree of liberty, re* 
Solved, as they said, to constitute themselves a free 
state, under the protection of the French Republic* 
The Ducal regency, with a view of protecdng Mo* 
dena from a similar attempt, mounted cannon on 
their ramparts, and took other defensive measures* 
. Buonaparte affected to consider these prepanu 
tions as designed against the Frendi ; and marching 
a "body of troops, took possession of the city withmit 
resistance, deprived the Duke of all the advantages 
which he had purchased by the mediation of the ce* 
lebrated Saint Jerome, and declared the town undec 
protection of France. Bologna and Ferrara, lega« 
tions appertaining to the Papal See, had been already 
occupied by French troops, and fdaced under the 
management of a committee of their citizens. They 
Were now encouraged to coalesce with Beggio and 
Modaia. A congress of an hundred delqpites from 
the four districts was summoned, to effect the f<Nrma« 
tion of a government which should extend over them 
aU. The Congress met accordingly, engaged their 
constituaits in a perpettial union^ under title of the 
Cispadane Republic, from their situation on the 
right of the river Fo ; thus assuming the character 
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(of iudepend^ce, wbile in fact they remained under 
the authority of Buonapwte, like chty in the hands 
of the potter, who may ultimately model-it into any 
shape he has a mind. In the meantime, he was 
carefol to remind them, that the liberty which it was 
desirable to establish, ought to be consistent with 
due subjection to the laws. " Ncv» forget," he 
said, in reply to their address announcing their new 
form of government, ^^ that laws are mere nullities 
without the force necessary to support them. Attend 
to your military organization, which you have the 
HH^ns of placing on a rei^^ectable footings— you will 
be more fortunate than the people of France, for you 
will arrive at liberty vrithout passing through the w^ 
deal of revolution."* 

\ This was not the language of a Jacobin ; and it 
ibrtifies the belief, that even now, while adhering 
ostensibly to the republican system, Buonaparte 
anticipated considerable changes in that of France. 
Meanwhile the Lombards became impatient at 
. sedng their neighbours outstrip them in the path of 
revolution, and of nominal independence. The mu-» 
nicipality^ of Milan proceeded to destroy all titles of 
honour, as a badge of feudal dependence, and be* 
came so impatient, that Buonaparte was obliged to 
pacify them by a solemn assurance that they should 
speedily enjoy the benefits of a republican constitu^ 
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ikm ; and to tranquiUiee theur inknAtmf plaoad 
jthem under the goyemment of a provisional coimeQ» 
idected&om all classes, labourers included* 

Tkis measure made it manifest, diat the motives 
which had induced the delay of the French govenu 
ment to recognise the independence (as they termed 
it) of Lombardy, were now of less force ; and in a 
short time, the provisional coundl of Milan, afber some 
modest dcmbts on their own powers, revolutionized 
their country, and assumed the title of the Trans- 
padane Republic, which they afterwards laid aside, 
when, on their union with the Cispadane, both were 
united under the name of the Cisalpine Common- 
wealtfa. This decisive step was adopted 3d Janu- 
ary, 1797. Decrees of a popular charact^ had pre* 
ceded the declaration of independence, but ah w of 
moderation was observed in the revolution itsdf 
The nobles, deprived of their feudal rights and titu- 
lar dignities, were subjected to no incapacities ; the 
reformation of the church was touched upon g^ndy, 
and without indicating any design of its destruction. 
In these particulars, the Italian comm<mwealdis 
stopped short of th^ Gallic prototype. 

If Buonaparte may be justly charged with wairt 
of &ith, in destroying the authority of the Duke' of 
Modena, after havii^ accepted of a price for grant- 
ing, him peace and protection, we cannot olgect to 
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)um ftfae 8«Bie chaise for aoceding to the Transpa- 
clane BepuUie, in so far as it detached the legations 
of Ferrara and Bologna from the Roman See. These 
had been in a great measure reserved for the dispo- 
sal of the French, as drcamstances should dictate, 
when a final treaty should take {dace betwixt the 
Bq>ublic and the Sovereign P(Nitiff. But many cir« 
cumstances had retarded this padfication, and seem- 
ed at length likely to break it off without hope of re- 
newal. 

. Zf Buonaparte is correct in his statement, which 
we see. no reason to doubt, the delay of a pacification^ 
with the Roman See was chiefly the fault of the Di- 
rectory, whose avaricious and engrossing spirit was 
at this period its most distinguishing characteristic. 
An armistice, purchased by treasure, by contribu- 
tiims, by pictures and statues, and by the cession 
of ^he two legations of Bologna and Ferrara, having 
been mediated for his Holiness by the Spanish am- 
bassador Azara, the Pope sent two plenipotentiaries 
to Paris to treat of a definitive peace. But the* con- 
ditions proposed were so severe, that however despe^ 
rate his condition, the Pope found them totally in- 
admissible. His Holiness was required to pay a large 
oontribution in grain for ten years, a regular tribute 
oSbHx millions of Roman crowns for six years, to cede 
to France in perpetuity the porta of Ancona and 

12 
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Civita Vecdua, and to declare the independence of 
Ferrara, Bologna, and Ravenna. To add insuk to 
oppression, the total cession of the Clementine Mu-^ 
seum was required, and it was stipulated that France 
should have under management of he^ mimiBter at 
Rome, a separate tribunal for judging her subjects, 
and a separate theatre for their amusement. Lastly, 
the secular sovereignty of the dominions of the 
church was to be executed by a senate and a popu«< 
lar body. 

These demands might have been complied with, 
although they went the length of entirely stripping 
his Holiness of the character of a secular prince: 
But there- were others made on him, in capacity of 
head of the church, which he could not grant, if he 
meant in future to lay claim jto any authority under 
that once venerable title. The Sovereign Pontiff waa 
required to recall all the briefs which he had issued 
agttnst France since 1789, to sanction the constitu^ 
tional oath which released the French clergy from' 
the dominion of the Holy See, and to ratify tfa» 
confiscation of the church-lands. Treasures might 
be expended, secular dignities resigned, and pro-' 
vinces ceded ; but it was clear that the Sovereign' 
Pontiff could not do what was expressly contrary to 
the doctrines of the church which he represented. 
There were but few clergymen in France who had 

16 
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liesitaled to ptove thdr derotion to the Church of 
Rome, by submitting to eximlsion, rather thui take 
the constitutional oath. It was now for the Head of 
ihe Church to show in hb own person a similar dis- 
interested devotion to her interests. 

Accordingly, the College of Cardinals having re« 
jected the proposals of France, as containing articles 
contrary to conscience, the Pope declared his deter- 
mination to abide by the utmost extremity, rather 
than accede to conditions destructive, d^ading, 
and, in his opinion, impious. The Directory in- 
stantly determined on the total ruin of the Pope, 
and of his power, both spiritual and tempcmd. 

Napoleon dissented from the opimon of the go* 
vernment. In point of moral effect, a reconciliation 
with the Pope would have be6n of great advantage 
fo France, and have tended to reunite her with other 
Catholic nations,^ and diminish the horror with which 
she was regarded m sacrilegious and atheistical. 
Even the army of the Holy See was not altogether 
fo be des^sed, in case of any reverse taking place 
in the war with ihe Austrians* Under the^e consi? 
derations, he prevailed on the Directory to renew 
the negotiations at Florence. But the French com- 
ttiissicmers, having presented as preliminaries sixty 
indispensable conditions, containing the same arti- 
cles which had been already rejected, as contrary to 
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ihe conscience of the Pontiff^ the conferences broke 
up; and the Pope, in despair, resolyed to make 
common cause with the House of Austria, and have 
recourse to the secukur force, which the Roman See 
had disused for so many years. 

It was a case of dire necessity ; but the arming of 
the Pope^s government, whose military force had been 
long the subject of ridicule^* against the victorious 
conqueror of five Austrian armies, reminds us of 
Priam, when, in extremity of years and despair, he 
buckled on his rusty armour, to oppose age and 
decrepitude to the youthful strength of Pyrrhai.f 
Yet the measures of Sextus indicated considerable 
energy. He brought back to Rome an instalment of 
sixteen millions of stipulated tribute, which was on 
the road to Buonaparte^s military chest — took every 
measure to increase his army, and by the voluntary 
exertions of the noble families of Rome, he actually 
raised it to forty thousand men,«nd placed at its head 
the same general Colli, who had commanded with 
credit the troops of Sardinia during the campaign 
on the Alps. The utmost pains were taken by the 



• Voltaire, in some of his romances, terms tlie Pope an old gen- 
tieman, having a guard of one hundred men,, who mount guard witli 
umbveUaf , and who make war on nobody. 

•f- Arma diu senior desueta trementibus sbvo 
Circumdat nequicquam humeris, et inutile femim 
Cingitur jEneid. Lib. IL 
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clergy, both regular and secular, to give the expected 
war the character of a crusade, and to excite the fierce 
spirit of those peasantry who inhabit the Apennines, 
and were doubly disposed to be hostile to the French, 
as foreigners and as heretics. The Pope endeayour- 
ed also to form a close alliance with the King of the 
two Sicilies, who promised in secret to coyer Rome 
with an army of thirty thousand men. Little reliance 
was indeed to be placed in the good faith of the court 
of Naples ; but the Pope was compared, by the French 
enyoy^ to a man who, in the act of fiedling, would 
grasp for support at a hook of red-hot iron. 

While the Court of Rome showed this hostile dis^ 
position, Napoleon reproached the French goyem* 
ment for having broke off the negotiation, which 
they ought to have protracted till the event of Al« 
yinzi^s march into Italy was known ; at all eyents, 
until their general had obtained possession of the 
sixteen millions, so much wanted to pay his forces. 
In reply to his remonstrances, he received permis- 
sion to renew the negotiations upon modified terms. 
But the Pope had gone too far to recede. Even the 
French victory of Areola, and the instant threats of 
Buonaparte to march against him at the head of a 
flying column, were unable to move his resolution. 
*^ Let the French general march upon Rome,^' said 
the Papal minister ; ^^ the Pope, if necessary, will 
quit his capital. The farther the French are drawn 

VOL. III. s 
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from the Adige^ the nearer ikey are to th«ir ultinuUe 
destructioii.^ Napoleon was sensible, on receiving 
a hostile answer, that the Pope still relied on the 
last preparations which were made for the relief of 
Mantua, and it was not safe to attempt his chastise- 
ment until Alvinzi and Frovera should be disposed of. 
But the decisive battles of Rivoli and La Favorita 
having ruined these armies, Napoleon was at leisure 
to execute his purpose of crushing the power, such 
as it was, of the Holy See. For this purpose he dig- 
patched Victor with a French division of four thou* 
sand men, and an Italian army of nearly the same 
force, supplied by Lombardy and by the Transpa- 
dane republic, to invade the territories of the Church 
on the eastern side of Italy, by the route of Imola. 
Meantime, the utmost exertions had been made 
by the clergy of Romagna, to raise the peasants in a 
mass, and a great many obeyed the sound of the 
tocsin. But an insurrectionary force is more calcula- 
ted to embarrass the movements of a regular army, 
by alarms on their flanks ssad rear, by cutting off 
their communications, and destroying their supplies, 
defending passes, and skirmishing in advantageous 
positions, than by opposing them in the open field. 
The Papal army, consisting of about seven or eight 
thousand men, were encamped on the riv^ Senio, 
which runs on the southward of the town of Imola, to 
dispute the passage. The banks frere defended with 
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crossed aboat a league and a half higher up thaa the 
posilion of the Roman army^ which^ taken in the rear, 
fled in every direction, after a short resistance. A 
few hundreds were killed, among whom were several 
monks, who, holdbg the crucifix in their hand, had 
pkced themselves in the ranks to encourage the sol- 
diers. Faensa held out, and was taken by storm ; but 
the s<ddiar8 were withheld from pillage by the gene* 
resity, or prudence of Napoleon, and he dinnissed 
the prisoners of war to carry into the interior of the 
county the news of their own defeat, of the in^ 
sisttble superiority of the French amy, and of the 
clemency of their general. 

Next day, three thousand of the Papal troops^ oe- 
copying an advantageous position in &ont of Anco- 
na, and commanded by Colli, were made prisoaers 
without firing a shot ; and Ancona was taken after 
slight resistance, though a {dace of some strength. A 
curious piece of priestcraft had been played off im ibis 
town, to encourage the people to resistttnce. A mira- 
culous image was seen to she^ tears, and the French 
artists could not discover the mode in which the trick 
was managed until the image was brought to head- 
quarters, when a glass shrine, by which the illusion 
was managed, was removed. The Madonna was sent 
back to the church which owned her, but apparently 
had become reconciled to the fore^ visitors, and 
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Ami her (ears in eonsequoioe of her interyiew nich 
Baonaparte. 

On the lOth of February, the Freneh, moving 
with great celerity, altered Loretta, where the cele- 
brated Santa Casa is the sutgeet of the Catholic^s 
devotionid triumph, or secret scorn, according as 
hb fiuth or his doubts predcnninate. The wealth 
winch diis celebrated shrine is once supposed to have 
poss^sed by gifts of the faithful, had hem remoYod 
by Colli— *if, indeed, it had not been transported to 
'Boine Icnig before the period of windi we treat ; yet, 
|xrecious metal and gems to the amount of a jnillion 
of livres, fell into the possession of the French, whose 
capture was also enriched by the holy image of Our 
Lady of Loretto, with the sacred porringer, and a 
bedgown of dark-coloured camlet, warranted to hare 
belonged to the Blessed Virgin. This image, said to 
have been of celestial workmanship, was sent to Pa- 
ris^ but was restored to the Pope in 1802. We are 
not informed that any of the treasures were ^yen back 
along with the Madonna, to wh<nn they had been 
devoted. 

As the French army advanced upon the Roman 
territory, there was a menace of the interference ci 
the King of Naples, worthy to be mentioned, both as 
expressing the character of that court, and showing 
Napoleon^s readiness in antidpating and defeating 
the arts of indirect difdomacy. 
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The Prinee of Bdmot^e-PignteUi, who attend- 
ed Buonaparte^fl head-quarters, in the capaeUj per* 
haps of an ofasenrer) as modi as ci ambassador for 
Naples, came to the French general in secrecy, to 
show him, under strict confidence, a letter of the 
Queen of the Two Sicilies, proposbg to march an 
army of diirty thousand men towards Rome. **Your 
confidence shall be repaU,^ said Buonaparte, who at 
onee saw through the spirit of the communication-^ 
*' You shall know what I have long once settled to 
do in case of such an event taking plaoe.^ Recalled 
for the port-folio omtaining the papers respecting 
Naples, and presented to the disconcerted Prince the 
copy of a dispatch written in November preceding* 
which contained this passage : — ^^ The approach of 
Alvinsi would not prevait my sliding six thousand 
men to chastise the court of Rome; butastheNea^ 
politan army might march to thrir assistance, I will 
postpone this movement till after the surrender of 
Mantua ; in which case, if the King of Naples should 
interfoe, I shall be able to spare twenty-five thousand 
men to march against Us capital, and drive him over 
to Sicily/' Prince Pignatelli was quite satisfied with 
the result of this mutual confidence, and there was 
no more said of Neapolitan armed interference. 

From Ancona the division commanded by Victor 
turned westward to Foligno, to unite itself with ai^* 
other column of French winch penetrated into thi^ 
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territories of the Cbtirch by Perugia, which they 
easily accomplished. Resistance seemed now unavail- 
ing. The Pope in Tain solicited his subjects to rise 
against the second Alaric, who was approaching the 
Holy City. They remained deaf to his exhortations, 
though made in the names of the Blessed Virgin, 
and of the Apostles Peter and Paul, who had of old 
been the visible protectors of the metropolis of the 
Christian world in a similar emergency. All was 
dismay and confusion in the patrimony of Saint 
Peter'^s, which was now the sole territory remaining- 
in possession of his representative. 

But there was an unhappy class of persons, who 
had found shelter in Rome, rather than disown whose 
allegiance they had left their homes, and resigned 
their means of living. These were the recusant 
French clergy, who had refused to take the consti- 
tutional o^th, and who now, recollecting the scenes 
which they witnessed in France, expected little else, 
than that, on the approach of the Republican troops, 
they would, like the Israelitish captain, be slain be- 
tween the horns of the very altar at which they had ta- 
ken refuge. It is said that one of their number, frantic 
at the thoughts of the fate which he supposed await- 
ed them, presented himself to Buonaparte, announced 
his name and condition, and prayed to be led to in- 
stant death. Napoleon took the opportunity to show 
once more that he was acting on principles difibent 
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firom the brutal and persecuting si^jt of JacoUnism. 
He issued a proclamation, in which, premising that 
the recusant priests, though hamahedfiom theFr^ch 
t^tory, weire not ]^hibited from residing in coun- 
tries which might be conquered by the French ^rms, 
heiieclareshimselfsatisfied with their conduct. The 
proclamation goes on to prohiUt, under the most se- 
vere penalty, the French soldiery, and all other per- 
sons, from doing any injury to these unfinrtunate 
exiles. The convents are directed to afford them 
lodging, nourishment, and fifteen French Mvres 
(twelve shillings and sixpence British) monthly, to 
each individual, for which the priest was tacompai- 
aate l^ saying masses ad valorem ;— -dius assigning 
the Italitti convents payment for their hospitality, 
in the same coin with which they themselves requi- 
ted the laity. 

Perhaps this liberality might have some weight 
with the Pope in inducing him to throw himself 
upon the mercy of France, as had been recommend* 
ed to him by Buonaparte in a confid^tial communis 
cation through the superior of the monaslic order of 
Camalduli, and more openly in a letter addressed to 
Cardinal Mattel. The King of Naples made no 
movement to his assistance. In fine, after heritating 
what course to take, and having had at one time his 
equipage ready harnessed to leave Borne and fly to 
Na]des^ the Pontiff ju^ed reristance and flight alike 
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uMYloUiigt mid ^liose die kiumlialHig alielmifUTe of 
entile submiidQn to the will <^ the conqueror. 

It was the olgect (tf the Directory entirely to desteoy 
the Bectthur authority of the Pope, and to deprive him 
of all his temporalities. But Buonaparte f<»^aw, 
that whether the Roman territories were united isith 
.the new Cispadane Republic^ <a formed into a se* 
parate state, it would alik^ bring on pr^naturdy a 
renewal of the war with Naples, ere the nordi of 
Italy was yet sufficiendy secure to admit the march* 
ing a Frendi f(Hrce into the southern extremities of 
the Italian peninsula, exposed to descents of the 
£i^lish, and insurrections in the rear. These Na- 
poleon foresaw would be the more dangerous and 
^f&cult to subdue, that, though he might strip the 
Finpe of his temporalities, he could not dei»riye him 
of the supremacy assigned him in spiritual matters 
by each Catholic ; which, on the contrary, was, ac- 
oording to the progress of human feeling, likely to 
be die more widely felt and recognised in favour of a 
wanderer and a sufferer for what would be accounted 
C(msci^ic%sake, than of one who, submitting to dr- 
cumstances, retained as much of the goods of this 
world as the clemency of his conqueror would permit. 

Influenced by these considerations, Buonaparte 
admitted the Pope to a treaty, which terminated in 
the peace of Tolratino, by which Sextus purchased 
such a political existence as was left to him, at the 
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h^est rate which he had the least chance of disr 
charging. Napoleon mentions, as a curious instancy 
of the crafty and unscrupulous character of the Nea- 
politans, that the same Pignatelli, whom we have al- 
ready commemorated, attached himself closely to the 
plenipotentiaries during the whole treaty of Tolenti^ 
no; and in his ardour to diseover whether there ex* 
isted any secret article betwixt the Pope and Buona- 
parte which might compromise the interests of his 
master, was repeatedly discovered listening at the 
door of the apartment in which the discussions were 
carried on. 

The articles which the Pope was oUiged to accept 
at Tolentino, included the cession of Avignon and its 
territories, the appropriation of which, by France, 
had never yet been recognised ; the resigning the 
l^pUions of Bologna, Ferrara, and Romagna ; the oc- 
cupation of Ancona, the only port excepting Venice 
which Italy has in the Adriatic ; the payment of SO 
millions of livres, in specie or in valuable effects ; the 
complete execution of the article in the armistice of 
Bologna respectbg the delivery of pidntings, manu* 
scripts, and objects of art ; and several other stipu^ 
lations of similar severity. 

Buonaparte informs us, that it was a principal 
object in this treaty to compel the abolition of the 
Inquisition, from which he had only departed in. 
consequence of receiving information, that it had 
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ceased to be used as a religious tribunal, and subsist- 
ed only as a court of police. The conscience of the 
Pope seemed also so tenderly affected by the propo- 
sal, that he thought it safe to desist from it. 

The same dispatch, in which Buonaparte informs 
the Directory, that his committee of artist collectors 
*^ had made a good harvest of paintings in the Papal 
dominions, and which, with the objects of art ceded 
by the Pope, included almost all that was curious and 
valuable, excepting some few objects at Turin and 
Naples,*' conveyed to them a document of a very dif- 
ferent kind. This was a respectful and almost reve* 
rential letter from Napoleon to the Pope, recom- 
mending to his Holiness to distrust such persons as 
might excite him to doubt the good intentions of 
France, assuring him that be would always find the 
Republic most sincere and faithful, and expressing 
in his own name the perfect esteem and veneration 
which he entertained for the person of his Holiness, 
and the extreme desire which he had to a^rd him 
proofs to that eSect 

This letter furnished much amusement at the 
time, and seemed far less to intimate the sentiments 
of a Sans Culotte general, than those of a civilized 
highwayman of the old school of Macheath, who 
never dismissed the travellers whom he had plunder- 
ed, without his sincere good wishes for the happy 
prosecution of their journey. 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BUOKAPARTK. ^88 

A more pleasing view of Buonaparte''8 diaracter 
was exhiUted about this time, in his conduct toward 
the little interesting RepuMic of San Manno. That 
state, which only acknowledges the Pope as a pro« 
tector, not as a sovereign, had maintained for very 
many years an independence, which conquerors had 
spared either in contempt ^r in respect. It consists 
of a single mountain and a single town, and boasts 
about seven thousand inhabitants, governed by their 
own laws. Citizen Monge, the chief of the committee 
of collecting-artists, was sent deputy to San Marino 
to knit the bands of amity between the two Republics^ 
•—which might well resemble a union between LiK* 
put and Brobdignag. There were no pictures in the 
Uttle Republic, or they might have been a temptation 
to the citizen collector. The people of San Mari* 
no conducted themselves with much sagacity ; and 
although more complimentary to Buonaparte than 
Diogenes to Alexander the Great, when he came to 
visit the philosopher in bis tub, they showed the same 
judgment in eschewing too much courtesy. They 
respectfully declined an accession of territory, which 
could but have involved them in subsequent quar- 
rels with the sovereign from whom it was to be wrest* 
ed, and only accepted as an honorary gift the present 
of four field- pieces, being a train of artillery upon the 
scale of their military force^ and of which, it is to be 
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hoped, die Captain Regents of the little contented 
atate will nerer haTe any occasion to make use. 

Rome might, for the present at least, be consider* 
ed as completdy subjugated. Naples was at peace, 
if the signature of a treaty can create peace. At any 
rate, so distant ftom Rome, and so controlled by the 
defi^t of the Papal arms^-by the fear that the Eng-^ 
lish fleet might be driven from the Mediterranean-— 
and by their distance fr<»n the scene of action — the 
Kbg of the Two Sicilies, or rather his wife, the high- 
spirited daughter of Maria Theresa, dared not offer 
the least interference widi the purposes of the French 
general. Tuscany had apparently consented to owe 
her political existence to any degree of clemency or 
contempt which Buonaparte might extend to her ; 
and, entertaining hopes of some convention betwixt 
the French and English, by which the Grand Duke^a 
port of L^hom might be restored to him, remained 
passive as tl^ dead. The republic of Venice alone, 
feeling still the stimulus arising from her ancient im- 
portance, and yet painfully conscious of her present 
want of power, strained every exertion to place herself 
in a respectaUe attitude. That dty of lofty remem^^ 
braaces, the Tyre of the middle ages, whose traders 
were (nrinces, and her merchants the honourable <^the 
earth, fallen as she was from her former greatness, 
still presented some appearance of vigour. Her olt- 
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(jarchieal government, so long known and so dreaded, 
finr jealoua precaations, political sagacity, the impe^ 
netrability of ihm plans, and the inflexibility of 
their rigour, still preserved the attitude of inde- 
pendence, and endeavoured, by raising addidimal 
repmeats of Sclavonians, disciplining their peasant^ 
ry, who were of a very martial diaracter, and f<mnkig 
military magazines of considerable extent, to main* 
tain such an aspect as might make their friend- 
ship to be courted, and thdr enmity to be feared. It 
was already evident that the Austrians, notwithstand* 
ing all their recait defeats, were agun about to make 
head on their Italo-German frontier ; and France, 
in opposing them, could not be indifferent to the 
neutrality of Venice, upon whose territories, to all ap- 
pearance, Buonaparte must have rested the flank of 
his (^rations, in case of his advancing towards Fri* 
uli. So circumstanced, and when it was recollected 
that the mistress of the Adriatic had still fifty thou* 
sand men at her command, and those of a fierce and 
courageous description, chiefly consisting of Sclavo- 
nians, Venice, even yet, was an enemy not to be lightly 
provoked. But the inhabitants were not unanimous, 
cspedally those of the Terra Firma, or mainland, 
who, not being enrolled in the golden hoek of the 
insular nobility of Venice, were discontented, and 
availed themselves of the encouragement and assist- 
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ance of the new-ereated rqiuUics <m ihe Fo to throw 
off their aUegiance. Brescia and Bergamo, in parti* 
cular^ were clamorous for ind^endence. 

Napoleon saw, in this state of dissension, the 
ttieans of playing an adroit game ; and while, on the 
one hand, he endeavoured to restrain, till a more fa* 
yourable opportunity, the ardour of the patriots, he 
ajttempted, on the other, to convince the Senate, that 
they bad no safe poli<^y but in embracing at once 
the alliance of France, offensive and defensive, and 
joining their forces to those of the army with 
which he was about to move against the Austrians. 
He o&red, on these conditions, to guarantee the 
possessions of the republic, even without exacting 
any modification of their oligarchical constitution. 
But Venice declared for an impartial neutrality. It 
had been, they said, their ancient and sage policy, 
;aQS would they now depart from it '^ Remiun then 
neuter,'^ said Napoleon ; ^^ I consent to it. I march 
upon Vienna, yet will leave enough of French troops 
in Italy to control your republic-— But dismiss these 
new levies ; and remark, that if, while I am in Ger- 
many, my communications shall be interrupted, my 
detachments cut off, or my convoys intercepted in 
the Venetian territories, the date of your republic is 
terminated. She will have brought on h^self anni- 
hilation.^ 
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Lest these threats should be forgotten while he 
was at a distance, he took the best precautions in his 
power, by garrisoning advantageous points on the 
line of the Adige ; and trustbg partly to this de« 
f(^ce, partly to the insurgents of Bergamo and Bres- 
cia, who, for their own sakes, would oppose, any in- 
vasion of the main-land by their Venetian masters^ 
whose yoke they had cast aside. Napoleon again un- 
furled his banners, and marched to new triumphs 
ovier yet untried ojqponents. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

AfMmke Charles^^Compared with Napoieimi^Fetttred fly 
the Juiic Council. — Napokon, by a itratagem, passes the 
Tagliamento, and campefs the Archduke to retreat. — GrO' 
disca carried by storm, — Chiusa^ Veneta taken by Massena^ 
with the loss ofSOOO Austrians, Baggage^ Cannon, S^.^'^ne 
Sea-ports of Triest and Fiume occupied by the French^-^ 
Venice breaks the Neutrality, and commences Hostilities by 
a massacre of 100 Frenchmen at Verona. — Terrified on 
learning that an Armistice had taken place betwiat Franee 
and Austria — Circumstances which led to this.'^The Arek' 
duke retreats by hasty marches on Vienna — His prospects of 
success in defending it — The Chvemment and People irre^ 
solute, and the Treaty ofl^eoben signed— -Veniee now makes 
the most humiliating submissions. — Napoleon's Speech to the 
Venetian Envoys — He declares War against Venice, and 
evades obeying the orders of the Directory to spare t^.— 
The Great Council, on 3i st May, concede everthing to 
Buonaparte, and disperse in terror.—^Terms granted 6y the 
French General. 

The victories of the Archduke Charles of Aus- 
tria on the Rhine, and his high credit with the sol« 
diers, seemed to point him out as the commandar fall- 
bg most naturally to be employed against the young 
general of the French republic, who, like a gifted 
hero of romance, had borne down successiTely all 

opponents who had presented themselves in the field. 

11 
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The opiiUQiis of Emope were miqpei^led conceiniiig 
the pndNible issue of die contest Both generals were 
joungy ambMous, enthusisstic m the military pro^ 
fession, and warmly bdoved by ih&x soldiers. The 
ezpl<nt8 of both had filled the trumpet of Fame; and 
although Boonaparte^s success had been less unint^* 
Ripted, yet it could not be denied, that if ^ Ardi* 
duke's plans were not equally toilliant and origimd 
with those of his great adversary, they were just and 
soimd, and had be^i attendjsd r^^Uedly with great 
results, and by the defeat of such men as Mmreau 
and Jourdan. But there were two particulars in 
which the Austrian Prince fell fiur short of Napo* 
leoUf^-first, in that ready, decided, and yigorous 
confidence, which seizes the favourable instant for 
the execution of plans resolved ,upon,»-and second- 
ly, in having the disadvantage to be^ subjected) net- 
inthstanding his high rank, to the interference of 
the Aulic Council ; who, sitting at Vienna, and ig- 
n<»ant of the changes and vicissitudes^ of the cam- 
paign, were yet, by the ancient and jealous laws of 
the Austrian empire, entitled to control his ojonion, 
and prescribe beforehand the motions of the armies, 
while die generals, intrusted with the ezecuticm of 
their schemes, had often no choice 1^ but that of 
adherence to their instructions, however emerging 
circumstances might require a deviation. 

VOL. III^ T 
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But aUhough tlw encoont^ belwiit these two dis- 
tingmshed young generak be highly iatereBtiDg, our 
space irill not permit us to detail the campaigns of 
Austria at the same length as those of Italy. The 
latter formed Ae commencement of Buonaparte's mi- 
litary career, and at no subsequent period of his li& 
dkl he achieye the same wondrous victories against 
such an immense odds, or with such ccNoaparatively 
inadequate means. It was also necessary, in the out-( 
set of his military history, to show in minute detail 
the character of his tactics,.and illustrate that spirit 
of energetic concentration, which, neglecting the ex- 
tremities of an extended line of operations, comlnned 
his whole strength, like a bdd and skitful fencer, for 
one thrust at a vital part, which, if successful, must 
needs be fatal. The astonishing rapidity of his move- 
ments, the audacious vivacity of his attacic, having 
been so often described in individual cases, may now 
be passed over with general allusions ; nor will we 
embarrass ourselves and our readers with minute de- 
tails of positions, or encumber our pages with the 
names of obscure villages, unless when there is some 
battle calling for a particular narrative, either from 
its importance or its singularity. 

By the direction of the Aulic Council, the Arch- 
duke Charles had taken up his position at Friuli, 
where it had been settled that the sixth Austrian 
army, designed to act agaitast Buonaparte for the de- 
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fence <rf die lulo-German firoirtier» iriioiiU be astern- 
Ued This pontioii was strangdy preferred to tbe 
Tyrol, whtsre the Arbhduke could have fon&ed a juBC- 
tbn ten days sooner wilji an additional f<m» of feity 
thousand men from the army of the Rhine, mareh-% 
ing to reinforce his own troops,*— men accustomed to 
fight and ccmquer under their leader's eye; whilst 
those with whom he occupied Friuli, ^id the line of 
the Piave, belonged to the hapless Imperial forices, 
which, under Beaulieu, Wurmser, and AlvinjEi, had 
never encountered Buonaparte without incurring 
some notable deSe^t 

While the Ardiduke was yet expecting those re^ 
mf^^cements which were to form the strength of his 
army, his active adversary was strengthened by more 
than twenty thousand men, sent from the French ar« 
mies on the Rhine, and which gave him at the mo- 
ment a numerical superiority over the Austrian gi^e- 
ral. Instead, therefore, of waiting, as on former occa- 
sions, until the Imperialists should commence the war 
by descending into Italy, Napoleon resolved to antici- 
pate the march of the succours expected by the Arch* 
duke, drive him from his position on the Italian fron- 
tiers, and follow him into Germany, even up to the 
walls of Vienna. . No scheme appeared too bold for 
the general'^s imagination to fiurm, or his genius to 
render practicable ; and his soldiers, with the. view 
before them of plunging into the midst of an immense 



, Digitized 



by Google 



^t LiFK or 

empire, and pladsgehmns of mouiiuiiis betwixt them 
and every posmUMty of reinfiyFcemeDt <nr oommuiliea* 
tkm, were io 'confid^t in the talents of their leader, 
as to follow him under the most undoubdng expec- 
tation of victory. The Directory had induced Buo- 
naparte to expect a co-operation I^ a similar advance 
on the part of the armies of the Rhine, as had been 
attempted in the former campaign. 
- Buonaparte took, the field in the beginning of 
Mardi, advancing from Bassano. -The Austrians 
had an mrmy of observation under Luingnan on the 
banks of the Piave, but their principal force was sta- 
tioned upon die Ta^mento, a river whose course 
is nearly thirty miles more to the eastward, though 
eollataral with the Piave. The plains on the Ti^Ha- 
mento afforded facilities *to the Archduke to em- 
ploy the noble cavafary who have always been the 
boast of the Austrian army ; and to dislodge him 
from the strong and mountainous country which he 
occupied, and which covered the road that penetrates 
between the mountains and the Adriatic, and forms 
the mode of communication in tBat quarter betwixt 
Vienna and Italy, through Carinthia, it was not only 
necessary that he should be pressed in front, a ser- 
vice which Buonaparte took upon himself, but also 
that a French division, occupying jiie mountains on 
the Princess right, 8hoi4dt|j»n^tate his retreat, by 
maintuning the perpetual threat of turning him on 
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ihat wing. Witk this viewt Massena had Buona- 
parte^s (Hrders, which he execated wiih equal skill and 
gaUantry. He Grossed the Piave about the eleventh 
Mardb, and ascaiding that lirer^ directed his omrse 
into the mountains towards Belluno, driving before 
him Lusignm&^s little corps of observation, «id finally 
compelling his rear-guard, to the number of five hun^ 
dred men, to surr^ider. 

The Archduke Charles, inthemeantime,continued 
to maintain his position, on the Tagliamento, and tim 
Frendb qiproached the right bank, witii Napoleon at 
deir head, determined apparently to fiiirce a pas- 
sage. ArtiUeiy and sharpshooters were diiEtposed in 
such a manner as to render this a very hazardous 
attempt, while two beautiful lines of cavalry were 
drawn up, pr^ared to charge any troops who might 
make their way to the left bank, while they were yet 
in the confusbn of landing. 

A very simple stratagem disconcerted this fiiir disr 
l^y of resistance. After a distant cannonade, and 
aome skurmishing, the French army drew off, as if de» 
lepairing to force their passage, moved to the rear, and 
took up apparently their bivouac for the night. The 
Archdukewasdeceived. He imagined thatthe French, 
who bad marched all the preceding night, were fa- 
tigued, and healso withdrew firom the bank of the riv^ 
to his camp. But two hours afterwards, when all seem* 
ed profoundly quiet^ the Fr^ch army suddenly got 
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imder arms, and, forming ia two lines, marched n^d-* 
ly to the side of the river, ere the astonished Austrians 
vrae able to make the same dispoations as iomber* 
ly for defence. Arrived on the margin, the first 
line instantly broke up into columns, which, throw- 
ing themselves boldly mto the stream, protected 
<m the flanks by the cavalry, passed through and 
attained the opposite bank; They were repeat^ 
ediy charged by the Austrian cavalry, but it #as 
too late-^hey had gotten their footing, and kept it* 
The Archduke attempted to turn their flank, but 
was prevented by the second line of the Frendi, wad 
by their reserve of cavalry. He was compelled to 
retreat, leaving prisoners and cannon in the hands 
of the enemy. Such was the first disastrous meet- 
ing between the Archduke Charles and his future 
relative. 

The Austrian Prince had the farther misfortune to 
learn, that Massena had, at the first sound of the can- 
nonade, pushed across the Tagliamento, higher up 
\ than his line of defence, and destroying what troops he 
found before him, had occupied the passes of the Ju-^ 
lian Alps at the sources of that river, and thus in- 
terposed himself between the Imperial right wing 
and the nearest communication with Vienna. Sen- 
sible of the importance of this obstacle, the Arch- 
duke hastened, if possible, to remove it He brought 
up a fine column of grenadiers from the Rhine, 
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which had juat arriTed at Klagenftirt, in his rear» 
and joining them to others troops, attacked Massena 
with the utmost fury, venturing his own person like 
a private soldier, and once or twice narrowly escaping 
being made prisoner. It was in vain — all in vain. 
He charged successively and repeatedly, even with 
the reserve of the grenadiers, but no exertion could 
change the fortune of the day. 

.Still the Archduke hoped to derive assistance 
from the natural or artificial defences of the strong 
country through which he was thus retreating, and 
in doing so was involuntarily introducmg Buona- 
parte, after he should have surmounted the border 
frontier, into the most fertile provinces of his bro- 
ther's empire. The Lisonzo, usually a deep and fu* 
rious torrent, closed- in by a chain of impassable 
moimtains, seemed to oppose an insurmountable bar^ 
rier to his daring pursuers. But nature, as well as 
€venu, fought against the Austrians. The stream, 
reduced by frost, was fordable in several places. The 
river thus passed, the town of Gradisca, which had 
been covered with field-works to protect the line of 
the Lisonzo, was surprised and carried by storm, and 
its garrison of two thousand five hundred men made 
prisoners, by the divisions of Bernadotte and Serru- 
rier. 

Pushed in every direction, the Austrians sustained 
every day additional and more severe losses. The 
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i^tcai^ fcort of Chiu8ft-Ve;iieta w«b occupied by Masse- 
Ha, who continued Im active and indefatigable opera^ 
tionsontherigfatoftberelxeatingarmy. This success 
caused the mydopement, and dispersicm or surrender^ 
of a whole division of Austrians^ five thousand of 
whom remained prisoners, while their baggage, can« 
non, colours, and all that constituted them an axmy^ 
fell into the hands of the French. Four generals 
ir&ct made prisoners- on this oceasbn ; and many of 
the mountaineers c^ Camiola and Croatia, who had 
joined the Austrian army from their natural love of 
war, seeing that success af^eared to have abandimed 
the Imperial cause, became despondent, broke up 
their corps, and retired as stragglers to their villages. 
Buonaparte availed himself of their loss of courage, 
and had recourse to proclamations, a species of arms 
which he valued himself as much upon unng to ad* 
vantage, as he did upon his military fame. , He as- 
sured them Aat the French did not come into their 
country to innovate on their rights, religious cus- 
toms, and manners. He exhorted th^a 9ot to med- 
dle in a war with ^diich they had no concern, but 
encouraged them to afford assistance and furnish sup- 
plies to the French army, in payment of which he pro- 
posed to assign the public taxes which they hadbeea 
in the habit of paying to the Emperor. His proposal 
seems to have reconciled the Carinthians to the pre- 
sence of the French, or, more properly speaking, they 
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sabmitted to the military exactions which they had 
no means c^ resisting. In the meanwhile^ the French 
took possession of Triest and Fiume, the only sea- 
ports belongbg to Austria, where they seized much 
English merchandize, which was always a welcome 
prize, and of the quicksilver mines of Idria, where 
they found a valuable deposit of that mineral. 

Napoleon repaired the fortifications of Elagenfurt, 
and converted it into a respectable place of arms, 
where he established his head-quarters. In a space 
of scarce twenty days, he had defeated the Aus* 
trians in ten combats, in the course of which Prince 
Charles had lost at least one-fourth of his army. 
The French had surmounted the southern chain of 
the Julian Alps ; the northern line could, it was sup- 
posed, offer no obstacle sufficient to stop their irre- 
sistible general ; and .the Archduke, the pride and 
hope of the Austrian armies, had retired behind the 
river Meuhr, and seemed to be totally without the 
means of covering Vienna. 

There were, however, circumstances less favour- 
aUe to the French, which require to be stated. When 
the campaign commenced, the French general Jou- 
bert was posted with his division in the gorge of the 
Tyrol above Trent, upon the same river Levisa, the 
line of which had been lost imd won during the 
preceding winter. He was opposed by the Aus- 
trian generals Eerpen and Laudon, who, besides 
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some regular r^ments, had collected around thenr 
a number of the T3rrolese militia, who among their 
own mountains were at least equally formidable. 
They remained watching each other during the ear- 
lier part of the campaign ; but the gaining of the 
battle of the Tagliamento was the signal for Joubert 
to commence the offensive. His directions were to 
push his way through the Tyrol to Brixen, at which 
place Napoleon expected he might hear news of the 
advance of the French armies fVom the Rhine, to 
co-operate in the march upon Vienna. But the Di- 
rectory, fearing perhaps to trust nearly the whole 
force of the Republic in the hands of a general so 
successful and so ambitious as Napoleon, had not 
fulfilled their promises in this respect. The army 
of Moreau had not as yet crossed the Rhine. 

Joubert, thus disappointed of his promised object, 
began to find himself in an embarrassing situation. 
The whole country was in insurrection around him, 
and a retreat in the line by which he had advanced, 
might have exposed him to great loss, if not to de- 
struction. He determined, therefore, to elude the 
ooemy, and, by descending the river Drave, to 
achieve a junction with his commander-in-chief Na- 
poleon. He accomplished his difficult march by 
breaking down the bridges behind him, and thus ar- 
resting the progress of the enemy ; but it was with 
difficulty, and not without loss, that he effected his 
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proposed union, and lus retrei^t from the Tyrol gave 
infinite spirits not only to the martial Tyrolese^but 
to all the favourers of Austria in the north of Italy* 
The Austrian general Laudon sallied from the Tyrol 
at the head of a considerable force, and compelled 
the slender body of French under Balland, to shut 
themselves up in garrisons ; and their opponents were 
for the moment again lords of a part of Lombardy* 
They also re-occupied Trieste and Fiume, which 
Buonaparte had not been able sufficiently to garri- 
son ; so that the rear of the French army seemed to 
be endangered* 

The Venetians, at this crisis, fatally for their an«- 
dent republic, if indeed its doom had not, as is most 
likely, been long before sealed, received with eager 
ears the accounts, exaggerated as they were by ru-- 
mour, that the French were driven from the Tyrol, 
and the Austrians about to descend the Adige, and 
resume their ancient empire in Italy. The senate 
were aware that neither their government nor their 
persons were acceptable to the French gaieral, And 
that they had offended him irreconcilably by declining 
the intimate alliance and contribution of troops which 
he had demanded. He had parted from them with 
such menaces as were not easily to be misunderstood. 
They believed, if his vengeance might not be in- 
stant, it was only the more sure ; and conceiving him 
now deeply engaged in Germany, and surrounded by 
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the Austrian levies en masse from the warlike c<ran- 
txiea 1^ Hungary and Croatia, they imagined that 
throwing their own w^ht into the scale at so op- 
portune a nuHnent, must wdj^ it down for evar. To 
diasdse their insurgent subjects of Bergamo and 
Brescia, was an additional temptation. 

Their mode of making war savoured iji the ancient 
yindictiye temper ascribed to their countrymen. An 
insurrection was secretly organised through all the 
territories which Venice still possessed on the main- 
land, and broke out, like the celebrated Sicilian ves- 
pers, in blood and massacre. In Verona they assas* 
sinated more than a hundred Frenchmen, many of 
them sick soldiers in the hospitals,— an abominable 
cruelty, which cdxM not fail to bring a curse on their 
undertaking. Fioravante, a Venetian general, mardi- 
ed at the head of a body of Sclavoniahs to besiege 
the forts of Verona, into which the remaining Fteoch 
had made their retreat, and where they defended 
themselyes. Laudon made his appearance with his 
Austrians and Tyrolese, and it seemed as if the for- 
tunes of Buonaparte had at length found a check. 

But the awakening from this pleasing dream was 
equally sudden and dreadful. News arrived that 
prdiminaries of peace had been agreed upon, and an 
armistice signed between France and Austria. Lau- 
don, therefore, and the auxiliaries on whom the Ve- 
netians had so much relied, retired from Verona. 
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The Lombards sent an army to the assistance of the 
French. The ScUvonians, under Fioravante^ after 
fighting vigorously, were compelled to surrender. 
The insurgent towns of Vicenza, Treviso, and Padua, 
were again occupied by the Republicans. Rumour 
proclaimed the terrible return of Napoleon and bis 
army, and the ill-advised senate of Venice were lost 
in stupor, and scarce had sense left to dedde betwixt 
unreserved submission and hopeless defence. 

It was one of the most artful rules in Buonaparte^s 
policy, that when he had his enemy at decided ad- 
vantage, by some point having been attained which 
seemed to give a complete turn to the campaign in 
his favour, he seldom failed to offer peace, and peace 
upon conditions much more &vourable than perhaps 
the opposite party expected. By doing this, he se« 
cured such immediate and undisputed fruits of his 
victory, as the treaty of peace contamed; and he was 
sure of means to prosecute farther advantages at 
some future opportunity. He obtained, moreover, 
the character of generosity ; and, in the present in« 
stance, he avoided the great danger of urging to bay 
so formidable a power as Austria, whose despair 
might be capable of the most formidable efforts. 

With this purpose, and assuming for the first time 
that disregard for the usual ceremonial of courts, and 
etiquette of polidcs, which he aflerwards seemed to 

u 
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have pleasure in displaying, lie wrote a letter in per- 
son to the Archduke Charles on the subject of peace. 
This composition affects that abrupt laconic seve- 
rity of stylcj which cuts short argument, by hiying 
down general maxims of philosophy of a trite cha- 
racter, and breaks through the usual laboured peri- 
phrastic introductions with which ordinary politi- 
cians preface their proposals, when desirous of enter- 
ing upon a treaty. ^^ It is the part of a brave sol- 
dier,^ he said, ^^ to make war, but to wish for peace. 
The present strife has lasted six years. Have we 
not yet slain enough of men, and sufficiently out- 
raged humanity ? Peace is demanded on all sides. 
Europe at large has laid down the arms assumed 
against the French Republic. Your nation remains 
alone in hostility, and yet blood flows faster than ever. 
This sixth campaign has commenced under ominous 
circumstances — End how it will, some thousands of 
men more will he slain on either side ; and at length, 
after all, we must come to an agreement, for every- 
thing must have an end at last, even the angry pas- 
sions of men. The Executive Directory made known 
to the Emperor their desire to put a period to the war 
which desolates both countries, but the intervention 
of the Court of London opposed it. Is there then 
no means of coming to an understanding, imd must 
we continue to cut each other'^s throats for the inte« 
rests or passions of a nation, herself a stranger to the 
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nusmes of war ? You, the General-in* chief, who ap- 
proach by birth so near to the crown, and are above 
all those petty passions which agitate ministers, and 
the members of goTemment, will you resolve to be 
the benefactor of mankind, and the true saviour of 
Grermany ? Do not suppose that I mean by that ex- 
pression to intimate, that it is impossible for you to 
defend yourself by force of arms ; but under the sup- 
position, that fortune were to become favourable to 
you, Germany would be equally exposed to ravage. 
With respect to my own feelings, General, if this 
proposition should be the means of saving one single 
man's Ufe, I should prefer a civic crown so merited, 
to the melancholy glory attending military success."^ 
The whole tone of the letter is ingeniously calcu- 
lated to give the proposition the character of mode- 
ration, and at the same time to avoid the appearance 
of too ready an advance towards his object. The 
Archduke, after a space of two days, returned this 
brief answer, in which he stripped Buonaparte's pro- 
posal of its gilding, and treated it upon the foot- 
ing of an ordinary proposal for a treaty of peace, 
' made by a party, who tinds it convenient for his in- 
terest : — " Unquestionably, sir, in making war, and 
in following the road prescribed by honour and duty, 
I desire as much ais you the attainment of peace for 
the happiness of the people^ and of humanity. Con- 
sidering, however, that in the situation which I hold. 
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it is no part of my business to inquire into and de« 
t^rmine the quarrel of the belligerent powers ; and 
that I am not furnished on the part of die Emperor 
with any plenipotentiary powers for treating, you wiH 
excuse me, General, if I do not enter into negotia- 
tion with you touching a matter of the highest im- 
portance, but which does not lie within my depart- 
ment. Whatever shall happ^, either respecting the 
future chances of the war, or the prospect of peace, 
I request you to be equally conTinced of my distin* 
guished esteem.^ 

The Archduke would willingly haye made some 
advantage of this proposal, by obtaining an armish 
tice of five hours, sufficient to enable him to form a 
junction with the corps of Eerpen, which, having 
led the Tyrol to come to the assistance of the com- 
mander-in-chief, was now within a short distance. 
But Buonaparte took care not to permit himself to 
be hampered by any such ill-timed engagement, and 
afler some sharp fighting, in which the French as 
usual were successful, he was able to interpose such 
a force as to prevent the junction taking places 

Two encounters followed at Neumark and at Un«- 
mark — ^both gave rise to fresh disasters, and the con- 
tinued retreat of the Archduke Charles and the Im- 
perial army. The French general then pressed for- 
ward on the road to Vienna, through mountain- 
passes and defiles, whidi could not have been opened 
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c^erwise thaA bj turning them on the flank. But 
these natui^ fa^tnesfiies were noloqger defences. Ju* 
deobnrg^ th^ coital of Upper Styria, wm abandon- 
ed to the French without a blow, and shortly aftQf 
Buonaparte entered Gratz, the principal town of 
Xower Styria, with the same fadlity. 

The Archduke npw totally changed bis plan of 
warfare. He no longer disputed the ground foot by 
foot, but b^an to retreat by hasty marches towards 
Vieana^ detennined to collect /the last and utmost 
strength which the extensive states of the Emperor 
could supply, and fight for the existence, it might 
he, of his bxother'd throne, under the walls of his 
eafHtal. However perilous this resolution might 
afvpear, it was worthy of the high-spirited prince by 
whom.it was adopted;, and there were reasons, per- 
haps, besides those arising from soldierly pride and 
princely dignity, which seemed to recommend it. 

The army with which the enterprising French 
{general was now about to debouche from the moun* 
tains, and enter the very centre of Germany, had 
au£Pe|23d considerably since the commencement of the 
xuunpaign, not only by the sword, but by seyerity 
of weather, and the excessive fatigue which they en^ 
^ured in executing the rafHd marches^ by which their 
leader succeeded in securing victory ;. and the French 
armies on the Rhine had not, as-the plan of the cam-* 
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fiaign dietaliedfiariad^ any movement in tdrmce oor« 
neqpcmdmg with the mardi of Buonaparte. 

iiat, in the o6untiy wbicli they wei« about to emer 
with diminished forces, could Buonaparte trust to the 
influence of the same moral feeling in the people in- 
vaded, wludi had paved the way to so many victories 
on the Rhine. The cidzens of Austna, diough living 
under a despotic government, are Uttle sensiUe of its 
severities, and are sincerely attached to Uie EmjpaxHr, 
whose personal habits incline^ him to live with his 
. people without much form, aiid mix in public amuse- 
ments, or appear in the public walks, like a father in 
the midst ci his family. The nbtnlity were as ready as 
in former times to bring out Uieir vassals, and agene^ 
tal knowledge of discipline is fiiimiliaar to the Germaa 
peasant as a part of his education* Hungary pos- 
sessed still the high-sfnrited race of biirons and cava- 
liers, who, in their great convocation in 1740, rose si 
csice, and drawing thdr sabres, joined in the celebra- 
ted exclamation, ^* Maridmurpro rege nosirOf Marut 
Tereia r The Tyrol waf in possession of iU own 
warlike inhabitants, all in arms, and so far si|ccess. 
ful, as to have driven Joiibert out of their nunuu 
tarns. Trieste and Fiume w^re retaken in the rear of 
the ^French army. Buonaparte had no line of commu- 
nication when separated from Italy, and no means id 
obtaining supplies, but from a country which would 
probably be soon in insurrection in his re^, a^ well as 
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bnlhU fttoks. A bottle fest^ wiien ik^ri im^ AeMi^ 
wkppartyTBSGrirej fior iJaoe>>]rarmsiie^verthatt t3k^ 
^ginrfn^ woiddfcav^lbemttiidUiirtimi. ^1?dyU4o 
these ooinidcMlioiis^ H was ^w kiWil th«C the V(&. 
hedan Republic h^ luikimeid 4 f cmnkkl^e imd 6ol. 
tQe 'aspect m Italy ; by which, joined ton nattSu^l ek« 
plobionbf fedfaig, veligidus lliid URtidnal, theFlretach 
cause was considerably endangered ila that country. 
There Vere go many favourers K^the old system, toge- 
th^r with die^neral influence c^ the CathoHc'cIergy, 
that it seemed not unUkdy this infiurrect»^ tnlgbt 
€q[iread ftst and far. Italy, in that case, Wolifd have 
been lib d^tual piace of relF^ge to Buona^Murte ^ 
his army. The Archduke Numerated Itll these ad- 
vaht^Gges to the o^inet of Vienna, and ^thckcld 
thekn to stand ttie last cast^dP the Moody die; ' 

But the terrene grief,' «nd confusion, natui-a! itt k 
gi^at krietrbp6lis, whose peace fbr the fitit tiiA^ tdt so 
many years w^ alarmed with the 4pprtta(^ 6f the un- 
amquered and apparently fated general, ^o, having 
d^eatM and destroyed five of Adk ctioieest aitnies, 
waa liow driving under its wJEdls die tettMftnts of the 
kst^ though cbmniahded by thAt pmii^ ^im they 
regarded as di^hope'and flower oFAusdrian warfkre, 
opposed this daring rescdutJmi. The alarm wdis gene- 
ral, begtnnhig with the court itseif; and the most valu- 
able property and treasure were packed up to be car- 
ried into Hungary, where the Rojral Family deter* 
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«iifiied to take refag^. It id mt^Ay of mto^n, that 
.among the fugitives of the Iinparial Houie yws the 
^Arch'dudtess Maria Louisa, then bet^i^en five, and 
.six years iAd^ whom our imagination may conceive 
.i^[itated by every species of childish^ terror derived 
S/rom the iqpproach c^ the yjct<»*ious general, on whom 
•she Was, at & future and similar crisis, destined to 
bestow her handi 

. The cries of the wealthy burghers were of course 
for peace. The enemy were within fourteen or fif- 
teen days' march of their walls ; nor had the city (per- 
haps fortunately) any fortifications, which in the mo* 
diern state of war could have made it defensible even 
for a day. They were, moreover, seconded by a party 
HI the cabinet ; and, in short, whether it chanced for 
good or for evil, theselfish principle of those who had 
much to lose, and were timid in prc^rtion, predo- 
m'mated against that, which desired at all risks the 
omtinuance of a determined and obstinate defence. 
It Inquired m«y lessons to convince both sovereign 
and people, that it is better, to^put ail on the hazard 
•abetter even to lose all, than to sanction the being 
pillaged at diflferent times, and by degrees, under 
pretence of friendship axul amity. A bow which is 
forcibly strained back will regain its natural position ; 
but if supple enough to yield of itself to the counter 
direcUon, it will never recover its elasticity. 

The afiairs, however,^of the Austrians were in such 
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a conditioii, that it could hardly be said whether tht? 

parity who declared (bt peace, to obtiun some respite . 

from the distresses of the country, or those who Mdsb- 

ed to oontimie war with the chances of success 

^which we have tncticated, advised the least embarrass- 

^ing course. The Court t>f Vienna finally adopted 

^tfae altemattve of treaty, imd that of Leobai was set 

on feet. 

Oenends Bellegarde and Merfield, on the part of 
^the Smperor, presented themselves at the head-quar- 
ters of Buonaparte, 13th April, 1 797, and mmounced 
-the desife of their sovereign tor peace. Buonaparte 
'panted a suqpenrien <^ arms, to endure for five 
di^frbnly ; whidi was afterwards extended, when die 
probability of the definitive treaty of peace was evU 
•dent. 

It is affirmed, that in the whole discussions reqpect*> 
-ing this most important armistice, Napoleon-— as a 
conqueror, whose victories had been in a icertmn dei. 
gree faiir own, whose army had been supported imd paid 
from the resources of the country whichhe conquered, 
who had received reinforcements from France only 
late and reluctantly, and who had reoruited Ins army 
by new levies among the republicanized Italiaro-^ 
maintained an appearance of independence of the go^ 
va*nment of France. He bad, even at this period, 
assumed a freedom of thought and action^ the ^^Hh 
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port of the susfndon attached to ^ifbkh woviA bKve 
oo6t the: most popular general Ins bead in the times 
of Danton and Robesfnerre. But, though acquired 
jdowly^ and in oounteraclioii to the onee ov«rpoweB- 
ing) and atiU pdwerfiul, dfempcratie influente, the an- 
tbority: €;£ Buonaparte was greats a^d indeed, the 
powee which a Gonqmring general aitaaas^hy teeaas 
of his successes, in the bosom of his soldiers, bew 
eomes soonifoipficikUAd^tdanyspQdesof gb«^^ 
yAesae the soldier is not intimately iift^!^estqi it the 
Kberties of the subject - >^ 

Yet it must not be 89jfqpK)sed that Napdeoa es- 
hibited puUiely any a£ that spirit of kidepiandenee 
wfaidt the IXrectory appear to have dreaded, aad 
vUdh, according to the opinion which Jie himid^ 
intimates, seems to have delayed the promised, eok 
opei;ad<m, wUbh W9» to be afforded l^ tke e^lan 
anoies on the banks of the Hhine. F«r fiom tc». 
tifyiflg siH^ M feeing, lusiGBsertionc^ the rights of 
the Repttblie was ded&KUy striking, of whidi the 
foUowingp is 4 remarkable instance, l^e Austrian 
^omimssbn^r, in bopea to gain Mme credit fbr the 
y dmisfl SoD^ hadatated in the p^dBminaiy ai^ddea of 
theccmr^ntiQii, as a cc^cesiioi| of oonstquen€e,!tb«t 
1m4 Imperial Majeffty acknowledge the Freaidi go- 
Tenm^t in its preaest state. *< Str^^ out that 
iMMhtioB,^ sakl Buonaparte stemty ; ^ the French 
R^ublic is like the sun in heaven. The misfor* 
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tiuie lies with those wbo are so blind as to be |g« 
norant of the existence of either.^ It was gallant, 
ly iqpoken ; b|it how stnmge to reflect, that the 
same indiyidual, in three or four years afterwards, 
was able to place an extinguisher on aoe ot those 
smm, without eiem an eclipse being the oqnse^ 
quenoe.* . . ' 

It is renH^abk also, that wlule a«ierti% to fo. 
reigneis this sftipreme <£gnity of the French Bepub- 
lii^ Buonaparte diould have departed so far fixnnthe 
respect he awed its rule^ The preliminaries, of 
peace we^re piq^osed' for sigilidUire .-on the 18lii 
April. But Oaiend 'Clarke, to whcHn.the Direct(»y 
bad committed full powers to act in the mattar, was 
still at Turin. He wais understcxKl to be the full 
ccmfidant of his masters, and fo have instructions to 
wi^ch the motions of Buonaparte,, nay, ta place hini 
under arrest, diiould^he see cause to dcAibt his fealty 
to the French governm^it. Napoleon, neyerthelesi^ 
did not heffltate to tender his individual oi^iatiu^ an4 
varrantry, and thc^ w^re readily admitted by the 
Austrian plenipotentiaries ;— an ominous sign of die 
declension of the powers of the Directory, consider<^ 



* Buonaparte first mentions this circumstance as havmg taken 
place at Leoben, afterwiENU at the definitive treaty of Campo Fdmdo. 
The effect ii the same, whetever the words were spoken. 
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'mg that a military geaeni, without .tbe support 
even of the commitsicaiers from the govarnment, or 
proconsuls^ as they .were called^ was regarded as suf- 
ficient to ratify a treaty of such consequence. No 
dodbt seems to have heexk aitertamed that he bad 
the power to perform what he had gpiaranteed ; «nd 
the part which he acted was the more remarkable^ 
ccHH^ering the high ccunmission of General Clarice, 
r The articles in the treaty of Leoben remained 
long secret ; the cause of which appears to haTe been, 
that the high contracting parties were not willing 
comparisons should be made between the prelimiaa- 
ries as they were originally setded, and the strange 
and violent altercations which occurred in the deini* 
tivfe treaty of <!lampo Fomno^ These two trea^es 
of pacification differed, the one from the other, in re- 
lation to the d^ee and BuuHier how a meditated par* 
tition of the territory of Venice, of the Cisalpine le- 
publio, and other sn;ialler powers, was to be accom- 
plished, for the mutual benefit of France and Austria; 
It is melancholy to observe, but it is nevertheless an 
important truth, that there is no moment during which 
independent states of the second class have more oc- 
casion to be alarmed for their security, than when 
more powerful nations in their vicinity are about to 
conclude peace. It is sa easy to accommodate these 
difierences of the strong ^t the expense of such weak- 
er states, as, if they are injured^ have neither the 
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power of naking thcfir complttints heard,^ nor of de- 
fending themselves by force, that, in the iron age in 
which it has i>een our fate to live, the injustice of 
sttch an arrangement has never been considered a» 
offioring any counterpmse to its great convenience^ 
whatever the law of nations might teach to the con* 
tr»y. 

It is annecessary to ent^ upon the subj^ of the 
prdminaries of Leoben, until we notice the treaty of 
Campo Formib,[under which they were finally modi* 
fied, and by which they were adjusted and contrdUed. 
It may be; however, the moment to state, that Bud- 
naparte was considerably blamed, by the Directory 
and others, for stopping short in the career of cob* 
quest, and allowing the House of Austria terms whk^ 
lefit her stiU formidable to France, when, said the 
censors, it would have cost him imt imother victory 
to blot the most constant and powerful enemy of the; 
French Hepublic out of the map of Europe ; or, at* 
least, to confine her to her hereditary states m Ger^ 
many. To such criticism he replied, in a dispatdi 
to the Directory from Leoben, during the progress 
of the treaty : <^ If, at the commencement of these 
Italian campaigns, I had made a point of going 
to Turin, I should never have passed the Po— 
had I insisted prematurely on advancing to Rome, 
I could never have secured Milan— and now, had I 
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mMle. an indispewuible object oS reacbing Vknna, 
I might Imre destroyed the Bqpublic.^ 

Stueh was hi$ aUe ao^ jiidicioiu defence of a coi^ 
duct, . which» by stoppbg short of some ultimate and 
exU«me point a|3parc!iitly within his graqpyextmoted 
erery adrontage from fear, whidi despair perhaps 
might not have yielcfed him, if the enemy had been^ 
diiven |o extremity t And it is remarkaUe^ that the 
catastrophe of Napolitpn himself was a corollary c^. 
the doctrine which he now laid down ; for^ had b^ 
not uifliated upon penetrating to Moipow, there is m 
jud^ng how much longer he might haye held the 
emiwre of France. 

The oontei^ of th<s» tr^y of Leoben, so £ur as they 
were^ announeed to the i;qpresentatiyes of the Fr»ch, 
nation by the I^rectory, only made knpwn, as part 
of the prehnunaries, that the oesnon €i the Belgic. 
provinces) and of such a boundary as France ought 
choose to demand upw the Rhine, had been admiu 
ted by A]:vtria ; and that she had consented to recog^ 
mse a single Republic in Italy, to be composed out 
of those: which. had been provisionally established. 
Btttshordy afterwards it transpired, that Mantua, the 
subject of so much and such bloody contest, and the 
very dtadelof Italy, as had appeared from theevaits 
ofithesesaogiunary campa^ns, was to be resigned to 
Austria, from whose tenacious grasp it had been 
wrenched with so much difficulty. This measure 
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wuft uppqpuku* ; and it will be foiind that Buoi^ 
ptrte had the ingemiity, in th® definitive treaty; oC 
peace, to ^ubstitule an indemnificatyn^ which he 
ought not ji;^ have ^veo, an4 which wi|8 certainly, 
the la^t which ^ Austri^ns should hav^ ac^c^pted. 
|t wa$ npw the t^ne foi; Venice to tJ^emble. $hc( 
had declared agf^Dst the Frenph. }^ tkm abseiip^;^ 
her vindi^v)^ p^id^^ had jpjardered manjr o^ 
themi.th^ rei^tm^ of th^Frepidi eoldimi w^^ 
exc^^d to the utipp^t, and the Veaietkms had no 
ri|;fat to redu>A,vp^ Uie £arbearancf (^ thw gene-^ 
raL Thet treaj^ fif Leoben kft the a^pMite of d^ 
ancient ^\^ ab6(4utely without siqf^Mnrt; nay, aa 
they ajfterwards learn^j Aus^na^ afW ]^ea4ii% ^^ 
cause for a certain tio^e, had ended by ^tipulal^ii^ 
for a share of their spoils, wbic}i ba4 be^i assigned^ 
to her by a secret a^tide of the treaty* The doom 
of the pUg^rchy was |»n»iouncedere Buraapairtebad 
yet traversed the Noiic and Julian A|pf, for the, 
purpose of enforcing it By a letter to the Dogep. 
dated from the c^pi^ of Upp^ ^yn^, ii^afohgB,, 
latterly uf^aidipg the senajte for requiting his ge^ 
nero3Jb(y ir^ trea^ry and |ograti^ide» demandfad 
that they i^oifld return by his ai^^d^.^^unp'^ho bore 
the letter, th^cinsfant choice betifixt wsff and peachy, 
and allQwiog them only £>urf^md-tweii^ hours to 
dispell thdr insurgent peasantry, and submit to (us 
clemency* 
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funot^intrcxlticefl into the senate, made the^itireat^ 
of his master ring in t4ie astounded earsof the meRi« 
bers, and by the Uunt and rough manner of a soil- 
dier, who had risen from the ranks, added to the 
dismay of the trembling nobles. The senate re-' 
turned a humble i^logy to Buonaparte^ and dis* 
patched agents to deprecate his wrath. These en- 
voys were doomed to experience one of those scenes 
of Tioience whidi were in some degree natural to 
this exti*aordinary man, but to which in certun cases 
he seems to have dengnedly given way, in order ta 
strike. consternation into those whom he addressed. 
^ Are the prisoners at liberty P'' be said, with a stem 
voice, and without rq)lying to the humble greetings 
cff the terrified envoys. They answered with hesi- 
tation, that they had liberated the French, the Pd-* 
lish, and the Brescians, who had been made captive 
in the insurrectionary war. " I will have them alt 
—all !^ exclaimed Buonaparte — " all who are in 
prison on accoimt of their political sentiments. I 
will go myself to destroy your dungeons on the 
Bridge of Tears-^-opini(ms shall be free — I will 
liave no Inquisition. If all the prisoners are not set 
at instant Hberty, the English envoy dismissed, the 
people disarmed, I declare instimt war. I might 
have gone to Vienna if I had listed — I have conclu* 
ded a peace with the Emperor — I have eighty thou- 
sand men, twenty gun-boats— I will hear of no la- 
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qutattioiiy and no Senate eithefr-— I wUI dictate the 
law to you— I will prove an Attila to Venice. K 
you cannot disaim your p(^Iation> I will da it in 
your atead — youp government is antiquaited — ^it must 
crumUe to pieces.^* 

While Buonaparte, in these disjointed yet agnifi^ 
cant threats, stood before the deputies like the Ar- 
gimte» of Italy's heroic poet, and gave^ them the 
choice of peace and war with the air of a superior 
being, capaUe. at once to dictate th^r fate, he had 
not yet heard of the massacre of Verona, or of the 
batteries of a Venetian fort on the Lido having fired 
upmi a French vessel, which had run into the port 
to escape the pursuit of two armed AusUianshipst 
The.Yei^sel waSu alleged, to have been sunk, and the ^ 
master and some of the crew to have been killed. 
The news of these fresh aggressions did not fail to 
aggravate his indignation to the highest pitch. The 
terrified deputies ventured to touch with deHcacy on 
the subject of pecumary atonement. Buonapartels 
answer was worthy of a Roman. ** If you could 
proffer me,'^ he smd, ^^ the treasures <£ Peru— if you 
could strew the whole distmt with gold, it could not 
atone for the French blood which has been treache- 
rously spilt.'" 

Accordingly, on the 3d< of May, Buonaparte de- 
clared war against Venice, and ordered the Froich 
minister to leave the city ; the French troops, and 
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thote of the new Xtidiib refmbKes^ wm at tbe sine 
time eonmiaiiddi to advance, and to 4esisroj m their 
progi^ss, whdrever they found it displayed, the wing- 
ed Lion 61 JBoittt Murk, the andent emUkm^ Ve- 
netian sovereignty. The dedaration is diUbd at 
iPalma Novlu ■ 

. It had beai already acted upon by the PrMdi 
who ireK on the Venetian fnmtieir, and by La KkiCse, 
a ranarkable diaracter, who was then at die bead of 
Uie «rmy oT the Italian vepublics of the new model, 
arid \he forces of the towns of Brescia find Bergattio^ 
which a^i^d to the sanidimlepeddence. Tfaisctet- 
mander wasbf Swus exhaolion ; an exceUeht yom^ 
officer, and at that time enamoured ci liberty cm the 
Fnebch lEPJrstan, though he afterwards saw so muofi 
reasoii to change Ms opinions, timt he loe^ his life^ 
as we may have occasion to mention, fighling under 
the Austrian banner^. 

* Tire terrified Senate of Venice proved nnwcMlhy 
descendants k>f the Zenos, Danddos, and Morottnu^ 
is the defenders of CkristiendcMn, ^sld the ptoud o^ 
posers ei Papal oppt^ession. The best resource tiiey 
could imagine to themsetv^ was to employ at l^aris 
those golden means of intereesidon which Buonaparte 
had so sturdily rejected. Napoleon assures us^, that 
they found &v6ur by means of these weighty argu- 
ments. The Directory, moved, we are informed, by 
the motives of ten millions of French francs, trans- 
mitted from Venice in bifUs of exchange, sent to 
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the G^neial of Ifaly orders to spare the ancient se- 
mite and mAkoerBcj. But the account of tlie trans- 
action, with die manner in which tfie rennttaneet were 
cKstribiited) ML into the hands of Napoleon, by dis- 
patdies intercepted at Milan. The members of the 
FreAch government, Whom ihese document would 
have convicted of peculalion and bribery, were com- 
pdkd to be nlent ; and Buonaparte, availing him. 
self of some ducan^ as to certain legal 'solemnities, 
took it on him totafly to <fisregard the orders he had 
received. 

The Senate of Venice, rather stupified than stimu- 
lated by the excess of their danger, were hewing on 
the 'SOth April a sort of privy council in the apart- 
ments of the Doge, when a letter from the command- 
imt of thor flotiMa mfbrmed them, thiat the French 
were erecting fortifications on the low grounds conti- 
guous to the lagoons or shidlow diannels which divide 
ftoin the mainland and from eadi other the little 
isles on^hich the amphibious Mistress of the Adria- 
tic holds her foundation ; JEmd proposing, in the blunt 
style of a gallant sidlor, to batter them to pieces 
about their ears before tiie works could be tx>mpleted. 
Indeed, nothing would have been more easy than to 
(fe&nd the lagoons against an enemy, who, notwith- 
standing Napdeon^i bravado, had not even a single 
boat. But the proposal, had it been made to an 
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Abbess and a convent of nii^as, could seance hav^ a^ 
peared more extraordinary than it did to these de* 
generate nobles. Yet the sense of shame prevailed ; 
and though trembling for' the consequences c^ Ae 
order which they issued^ the Senate directed thit the 
admiral should proceed to action; Immediately itfter 
Ihe order was received, their deliberations were inter* 
rupted by the thunder of the canncm on either odfe 
.—-the Venedan gun-boats pouring their fire on tlie 
van of the French army, which had begun to arrive 
at Fusina. 

To interrupt these ominous sounds, two plenipo- 
tentiaries were dispatched to make intercession with 
Ae French general ; and to prevent delay, the Doge 
himself undertook to report the result 

The Grand Council was convoked on the Ist May, 
when the Doge, pale in countenance, and disconcert- 
ed in demeanour, proposed, as the only means of safe- 
ty, the admisidon of some democratic modificatH>ii8 
into their forms, under the direction of General Bno*- 
naparte; or, in other words, to lay their- institutions 
at the feet of the conqueror, to be re-moddled at 
his pleasure. Of six hundred and ninety patricians, 
<rtily twenty-one dissented from a vote which inferred 
the absdute surrender of th^ constitution. The 
conditions to be agreed on were indeed declared sub- 
ject to the revision of the Council ; but this, in the 
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cmsumslaiicesy could onlj be coii»dered as a daiis^ 
intended to iSAve appean^K^es. The surrender must 
Iwve been r^arded as unconditional and total. 

Amidst the dejection and confudon which possess- 
ed the ^vemment, some able intriguer (the secret 
toy, it was said^ of the French ambassador at Ve« 
Bic^ wiiose principal had been recalled,) contrived to 
indiMe the Yenetiah goiremment to oommit an act of 
absolute suicide^so as to spare Buonaparte the tcou^ 
Ue and small degree of scandal which might attach 
to totaUy dc^troyiag the existence of the nepublifi. 

On the9th of May^as the commktee of the Great 
Coundl were in close ddiberation with the Doge» two 
strangers intruded upon those councils, which here« 
tofiore-^HSudi was the jealous severity of the oligarchy 
-—were like those 6f supernatural beings ; those who 
looked on them died. But now, affliction, confusion, 
and fear, had withdrawn the guards from these secret 
and ngEAterious chambers, and laidc^n to the intru^ 
ttoii of Grangers those atevn haiunts of a suspicious 
ofigsrchy^ where, in otb^ daye^ an official or liclor 
of the gm^mm&at m^ht have been pumshed with 
death evea for too loitd a foot*fall, &r mqve tor the 
£atal crime of having heard more than was des'^ned 
to ocneto his knowledge. All this was now ended; 
and without check or rebuke the two strangers were 
permitted to communicate v^ith the senate by writing, 

VOL. III. X 
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Tbeir adtice, which had the terms of a oomn^nd^ 
wae, to antidpate the intended reforms of tbeFr^Bcli 
— to dissolve the present govemmenl-rrthravr c^peR 
their prisons-— disband their Sclavpnian spldiec^rr- 
ptant the tree of liberty on the Place of Saint Maix^ 
and to take other popular measinres of the same na- 
ture, the least of which, proposed but a few momha 
before, would have been a signal of death ,ta the io- 
dividual who had dared to hint at it ; 

An English satirist has told us a ^tory (^ a man 
persuaded by an eloquent friend to hang himsdf, m 
order to preserve his life.* The story of the f«U of 
Venice vindicates the boldness of the satire. It does 
not appear that Buonaparte could have gone farther, 
nay, it seems unlikely he would have gone so far, as 
was now recommended. * . - 

As the friendly advisers had hinted that the ut- 
most speed was necessary, the committee scarce in- 
terposed an interval of three days, between reodvi^ 
the advice and recommending it to the Great Coun- 
cil ; and began in the meanwhile to antiripate the 
destrucdon of their government and surrender of 
theiir city, by dismantling their fleet and 4i2d)aBdii^ 
their soldiers. 

At length the Great Council assembled cm the 



• Dr Aibuthnot, in the History of John Bull. 
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JBLit M8]F« Tli« iDoge had oomnetDced a patho^ 
^B9oourse..oxi. the. extremities. to which, the oouatrjr 
was reduced, when aairf^pjlandisobarge of fire-arms 
took place under the. very windows of 4be Couxipil^ 
boose. All started up ii| confo^n. > Some siqppoted 
^e:Sclayonians.were.plundering the citizens; soo^ 
thai the lower orders hadxisen on tibeaobiUtjr; otbersi 
that the^ French had. entered .Venice, and weceprq^ 
ceedipg to. sack. and pillage it* The .terrified. and 
timid coundllors did not. wait to inquire wiiat. was 
the reaLca|ise.of.llie disturbance^ but hurried kiftr 
ward,,like sheep^in the path. w^hich had, been indi^ 
csted to them. .They hasteofied to despoil t^raociMt 
goremment of all authority,, to sign in a manner its 
sentence of civil death — added eii^erything which 
could render the sacrifice jnore agreeable to Buoaii* 
parte-— and separated in confusion, but under the im«. 
pression that they had taken the best measure in their 
powecfor quelling the tumult, by meedng the wisIms 
(^ the predominant party. But this was by no rowans 
the case. On the contrary, they had the misfortune 
to find that the insurrection, of which the &rii^ was 
the signal, was directed not against the aristocrats, bnt 
against those who proposed the surrender.of the na>- 
tional independence. .Armed bands^shouted^ ^^Loog 
live, Saint Marc, and perish, forrign. dominatiohir 
Others indeed there were, who. displayed in K^iposb- 
tion three-coloured banners, with the war-cry of ^' Li* 
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boiyfiveverr Tht dUbaiided aad inutipaiis toV 
dkra luxedt among theie hotdle groups and IhcMlU 
tiM9d die town with fire and pillage. 

Anud this horrible oonfuaon, and while th^ pai>« 
ties were firii^ on each odier, a proviaonal gofienu 
wumi was hastily named. Boats were dispatched to 
bring three thousand French soldiers into the iaAj. 
These took possession of the Place of Saint Marc^ 
while some of die inhabitants shouted; butthe greater 
part^ wbo were probably not the less sennble of the 
execrable tyranny €i die idd aristocrat, saw it &U 
in moomful dlence, because there ML^ along widi 
the ancient iastttudons of their country^ howercr 
little some of these were to be regretted, die hcHiour 
and independence of the state itself. 

The terms which the Frendi granted, or rather 
imposed^af^ieared sufficiendy moderatie,so far asthsj 
were made pidilic They announced that the fiweigii 
troops would renudn so long, and no Ipngei^ than 
in^^ be necessary to protect the peace c^ VeniJD&«««i 
diey undertook to guarantee the public debt, and the 
payment^ the pensions allowed to the impoverished 
gentry. Tbi&f required, indeed, the continuance of 
the prosecudon against the commander of that foit 
of Luco who had fired on, the French yessel ; but 
all other (lenders were pardoned, and Btmnaparte 
afterwards si|ffei?ed even this affiur to pass into obli- 
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vion ; which exdted doubt whether the transaction 
had ever been so serious as had been alleged. 

Five secret and less palatable articles attended 
these avowed conditions. One provided for the va^ 
rious exchanges of territory which had been already 
settled at the Venetian expense betwixt Austria 
and France. The second and third stipulated the 
payment of three millions of francs in specie, and as 
many in naval stores. Another prescribed the cession 
of three ships of war, and of two frigates, armed and 
equipped. A fifth ratified the exaction, in the usual 
style of French cnpdityj of twenty j^ctures and five 
hundred manuscripts. 

It will be seen hereafter what advantages the Ve- 
netians purchased by all these unccmscionable condi- 
tions. At the moment, they understood that the sti- 
pulations were to imply a guarantee of the independ- 
ent exist^icft of thdr country as a democratical state. 
In the meanwhile, the necessity for raising the sup- 
plies to gratify the rapacity of the French, obliged 
the provi^nal government to have recourse to for- 
ced loans ; and in this mani^er they inhos^)itably 
plundered the Duke of Modena (who had fled to 
Venice for ref\ige when Buonaparte first entered 
Lombardy) of his remainmg treasure; amounting to 
one hundred and ninety thousand sequins. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Napoleon's Amatory Correspondence with Josephine. ^^lH* 

Court at MontebeUo. — NegotiatUms and Pleasure mkigled 

there*' Oe noa,^-~Mevoiutkmary spirit o/the Qtnoese.^^Theyi 

rise in insurrection, but are quoted by the Government, and 

the French plundered and imprisoned.'^Buonaparte inter^ 

-fires,^ and appoints the Outlines rf a nem OcvemmeiU.-^ 

Sardinia.'^Naples.'^The Cispadane, Tn m spadane, ofUt 

EmUian Repyblics, united under the name of the Cisalpine 

RepubUc—The VaUeline.--^The Grisons.^The FalteUne 

' united to Lombartfy,''-^Oreat improoement qfltafy, and Ae 

. Italian Character, from these <^nges.-~IHffieuUies in A^ 

way of Pacification betwiat France and Austria, — The 

Directory and Napoleon take different Views.-^Treaty of 

Campo Formio.'^Buonaparte takes leave of the Army of 

Itafy, to act as French Plenipotentiary at Rastadt. 



When peace returns, it brings back the domestic 
affections, and affords the means of indulging them. 
Buonaparte was yet a bridegroom, though he had 
now been two years married, and upwards. A part 
of his correspondence with his bride has been preser. 
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ved,* and gives a curious picture of a temperament 
as fiery in love as in war. The language of the 



* It is published in a Tour through the Netherlands, Holland, 
Germany, Switzerland, Savoy, and France, in the years 1821.2, by 
Charles Tenoant, Esq. Longman & Go. liondon, 2 vols. 8vo. Au- 
tographs of the letters are giyen^ and there seems no reason to doubt 
their authenticity. The following may lerye as a specimen, and will 
perhaps confirm the opinion of a great lawyer, that love-letters seem 
the most unutterable nonsense in the world to all but the person 
who writes, and the party who receives them : — 

'' By what art is it that you have been able to capdTate aU my 
fiicn lt ies, and to coneentrate in yourself my moral existence ? It is 
a magic, my sweet love, which will finish only with my life. To 
live for Josephine — there is the history of my life. I am trying to 
reach you, — ^I am dying to be near yon. Fool that I am, I do not 
perceive that I increase the distance between us. What lands, what 
countries separate us ! What a time before you read these weak ex- 
' pressions of a troubled soul in which you reign ! Ah ! my adorable 
wife, I know not what fate awaits me, but if it keep me much longer 
from you, it wUl be insupportable, — ^my courage will not go so far. 
There was a time when I was proud of my courage ; and sometimes, 
when contemplating on the ills that man could do me, on the htM 
which destiny eould reserve for me, I fixed my eyes steadfastly on 
the most unheard-of misfortunes without a frown, without alarm ;— 
but now the idea that my Josephine may be unwdl, the idea that 
she may be ill, and, above all, the cruel, the fatal thought, that she 
may love me less, withers my soul, stops my blood, renders me sad, 
cast doMrn, and leaves me not even the courage of fury and despair. 
Formerly I used often to say to myself, men could not hurt him who 
could die without regret ; but, now, to die without being-loved by 
thee, to die without that certainty, is the torment of heU ; it is the 
lively and striking image of absolute ann&ilation*— I feel as if I 
were stifled. My incomparable companion, thou whom fate has des- 
tined to make along with me the painful journey of life, the day on 
which I shall cease to possess thy heart, will be the day on whish 
pardied naturt wiU be to me intlMut warmth or vegetatiotu 
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eenqacror, who was i&poiuig of iUil« at Us {Aeaib 
•tire, and defieatu^ the moei oelebratod commaiideiai 
of the time, is as enthu^astic as that of an Arcadian. 
We cannot suj^ress the truth, that (in pa88i^;es 
which we certainly shall not quote) it carnes a tone 
of indelicacy, which, notwithstanding the intiinacy 
of the married state, an Engli A husband would not 
use, nor an English wife consider as the beccnniqg 
texiwession of connnbiai affe^on. There seeois m> 
doubt, however, that the attachment which these 
letters mdicate was perfectly sincere, and on oae 
occasion a|t least, it was chivalrously expressed ;-« 
<( WuiTBiser shall buy dearly the tears which he 
makes you shed 1^ 

It ^pears from this correspondence that Jose- 
phine had rejmned her faudband under the guardian- 
ship of Junot, when he returned from Paris, after 



<' I stop, my gweet love, my ioul is sad— my body is fisitigaed-^ 
my head is giddy— men disgust m&— I ought to hate them— they 
separate me fkom my beloved. 

*^ I ABBt «t Port Maiuioe, near Oneille ; to-monow I shall beat A1- 
benga ; the two annies are in motionJ-We axe endeavouring to de* 
ceive each other— Victory to the most skilful 1 1 am pretty well satis- 
ied with Beanlieii— Tf he alarm me much he is a better man than 
hi$ predecessor. I shall beat him I hope in good style. Do not be 
uneasy— love me as your eyes— but that is not enou^— as yourself 
more than yourself, than your thought, your mind, your sight, your 
■IL Sweet Imw, Anrglve me,^^! am sinking* Nature is weak fyt 
hun who Ma stxongly, for him whom you love I V* 
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ksnog executed ids taktskm of dewing to Ite Di« 
iectoiy, 4ilid rqpresenlelhres «f the French people^ 
Uie banners and colours takea from Beaidieu. In 
DeoeHiber ITQSy JosepUne was at 0eDoa, where she 
iM xemTed with studied magnifioence, bj those in 
that modeOL state who adhered to the fVendh inteu 
vest, and where, to the scandid <^ the r%id Caihdlios^ 
the compmj oootbrned assembled, at a bail ffffXk 
hff Monsiear de Serra, till a late hour on Fridaj 
BonuDg, despite the pr ts ence of it senatmr having in 
ha» podcet, but not venturing to enforce, a decree of 
Ae senate fiir the better observation of the tet da^ 
iqpon the occasioQ. These, howei^er, were probably 
only occanonal visits ; but afi«r the i^nature of die 
treaty of Leoben, and during the Tbnous negotia.* 
tioBsiriiidi took place before it was finally adjusted, 
«» ratified at Campo Formio, Josephine lived in do« 
mestic socie^ with her husband, at the beautiful 
seat, or radier palace, of M ontebdla 

This villa, celdbrated firom the impc^tant n^o* 
tiati^Mfii of which it was the scai^ is situated a few 
leagues from Milan, on a gendy dqping hill, which 
commands an extensive prospect over the fertile 
plains of Lombardy. The ladies of the highest 
iank,.as wdl as those celebrated for beauty and ac« 
Gompl^dunents,-— all, in short, who could add charms 
to 80(»ety,— **were daily paying their homi^ to Jo*. 
8e{4iine, who received them with a felicity of address 
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wUdi aeemed aslf she had beenbdrn forextatcamg 
the high courtesies that derolved upon the wife of 
so distingiudied a person as Napokon. 

Negotiations proceedecLamid gaiety andjfdeasuie. 
The various ministers and envoys of Austria, of .(Im 
Pope, of the Kings of Na[des and Sardtnia, of .the 
Duke of Parma, of the Swiss Cantons, of several of 
the Princes of GaroMmy,— the throng, of genends^<^ 
persons in authority, of deputies of to wns,— «with ^ 
daily arrival and dispaU^.of numerous couriers, tte 
busde of important bu^ness, mingled wkh fetes aad 
entertainments, with halls and with hunting pardes^ 
-—gave the picture of a splendid, court, and the as* 
s^nblage was called accordingly, by the Italians, the 
Court <^ Montebello. It was such in pcunt of. in?- 
portance ; for the ddiberatimis agitated there were to 
regulate the political relations of Grermany, and de- 
cide the fate of the King of Sardinia, of Switxer- 
land, of Venice, of Grenoa ; all destined to hear from 
the voice of Napoleon, tl^ terms on which. their na« 
tional existence was to be prolonged or terminated. 

MontebeUo was not less the abode of pleasure. 
The sovereigns of this diplomatic and military court 
made excurdons.to the Lago Maggiore, to Lago di 
Como, to theBorromean islands, and occujHed at jdea^ 
sure the viUas which surround those delicious regions* 
Every town, every village, desired to distinguish iw 
self by some peculiar mark of homage and respect to 

18 
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biftnV whofti th^ tlieti banned the Liberator dT Italy. 
These expressions ar& iti a great measure those of 
Napoleon himdelf, who seems to have looked bock 
on this period of his life with warmer recollections oi 
pleasurable enjoyment than he had experienced ba 
any other occasion. 

- It was probably the hapjnest time of his life. 
Honour, beyond that of a crowned head, 'Was bis 
own, ^and had the full relish of novelty to a mind 
which two or three years before was pining in obscu- 
rity. Power was^ his, and he had not experienced 
its cares and risks ; high hopes were formed of him 
tiy all around, and he had not yet disappcHnted them. 
He was in the flower of youth, and married to the 
woftian of his heart. Above all, he had the glow 
of Hope, which was marshalling him even to more 
exalted dominion ; and he had not yet become aware 
that possession brings satiety, and that all earthly 
desires and wishes terminate, when fully attained, in 
vanity and vexation of spirit 

The various objects which occujned Bucnuqparte^i 
mind during this busy yet pleaang interval, were 
the affairs of Genoa, of Sardinia, of Naples, of the 
Cisalpine Republic, of the Grisons, and lastly, and 
by far the most important of them, the d^nitive 
treaty with Austria, which involved the annihilation 
of Venice as an independent state. 

• Gehoa, the proud rival of Venicei had never aU 
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UBOcd the tame f>entiabeiit importraee wiA thai? 
ibter v^HiUie ; Imt her nobili^, who ititt admini^' 
ttred her gorenmieBt aooKMrding to the model alugn^ 
ed than bj Andrew Doria, preservted more national 
sfiirit, and a mere warlike dtspoattion. The neigh* 
bourhood of France, and the prevalence of her qn- 
immSf had stirred up ammig the dtitens of the mid- 
dfing <tes a party, takfa^ the name of Moran^fiats, 
from a ckd> 00 termed, whose object it was to break 
down the oligarchy^ and rerolutkmuse the gotem* 
ment The nobles were natorall j oppotsed to tUs, 
and a large body of the pc^ulace, mudi employed 
by diem, and strict Catholics, were ready to second 
them in their defence. 

The estabEshment of two Italian democracies up^* 
on the Po, made die Gteoese rcTohitbinsts amceive 
the time was arrived when thdr own state oilght to 
pass dirough a umilar ordeal of regeneraticm. Thqr 
mustered their strength, and petitioned the Doge 
fcHT the abolidon of the government as it existed, and 
the adoption of a democratic model. TheBogecon- 
descended so far to thdr demand, as to name a com* 
mittee of nine persons, five of them of plebeian Inrth, 
to consider and report on the means of infusing a 
more popular spirit into the constitution. 

The three chief Inqui^tors of Stated or Censors, 
as the actual rulers of the oligarcby were entided, 
opposed the sfMrit ol religious enthusiasm to that of 
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denocratio 2caL Thetjr employed tbepttl(»iMd ^ 
eoafewon tl as tbe mmoB of wnnuog good C«lboUc$ 
agamat the chaage demanded by the Momadists— • 
they exposed the Holy Saorament, and made prooea* 
lions and pnblic prayers, as if threatened with a de« 
scent of the Algarines^ 

Meanwhile the Morandisto t()ok up anna, di$iday« 
ed the Freadi colours, and oonoeiviBg their enters 
prise was on the point of suocess, seized the gate of 
the anenal and that c^ the harbour. But their tii*> 
umph was short Tea thousand armed labourmi 
started as fromout of the earth, undw thecomnuind 
of their syndics, or municipal officers, with cviea of 
^ Viva Maria V^ and declared for the ariatooraqr. 
The insvorg^its, totally defeated, woee compdiled to 
shut themselves up in their houses, where they were 
assailed by the stronger party, and finally looted* 
The French reading in Genoa were maltreated by 
the prevailing party, their houses pillaged, and diey 
themsekes dragged to prison. 

The last circumstaace gave Buonaparte an osten- 
nUe right to interfere, which he would jNrobahly 
have done even had no sudh violence been eommitp ^ 
ted He sent his aide-de-camp La Valette to Genoa, 
with the direat of instantly moving against the mty 
adiviooa i^his army, unless the prisoners wfffct, set 
at lijberty, the aristocri^ party disarmed, apd sueh 
idtoraidons, or rather such a complete change of.go- 
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vammont adc^d, 9» slMMiId be agreeable to the 
French coaunandar-in-cbief. Against this there was 
no appeal. The Inquisitors were laid under anre^t» 
for baring defended, with the asmstance of their fel- 
low-cittzens, the existing institutions <^ the state ; 
and the Doge, with two other mi^istrates of the 
first rank, went to learn at Montebello, the head- 
quarters of Napoleon, wbat was to be the future fate 
of the city, proudly called of Palaces. They received 
the outlines of such a democracy as Napoleon, coiiii 
ceived suitable fcnr them ; and he ajqpears to have 
been unusually favourable to the state, which, ao* 
ccHrding to the French affectation of doing everything 
up6n a classical models now underwent revolutionary 
baptism, and was called the Ligurian RepubUc. It 
was stipulated, that the Friench who had suffered 
diould be indemnified ; but no contributions were ex. 
acted for the use of the French army, nor did the 
Collections and cabinets of Genoa pay any tribute to 
the Parisian Museum. 

Stertly after, the democratic party having gone so 
far as to exclude the noUes from the government, 
and from air offices of trust, called down by doing 
so a severe admonition from Buonaparte. He dis- 
diarged them to offend the prejudices, or insult the 
feelings of the more scrupulous Catholics, deeiarmg 
farther, that to exclude those of noble birth from pub- 
lie functions, is a revolting piece of injustice^ and, 
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in Fact, as criminal as the worst of the errors of the 
patricians. Buonoparte'says be felt a partiality for 
Genoa; and the comparatiye liberality' with which 
he treated the state on this occasion, furnishes a 
good proof that he did so. 

The King of Sardinia had been prostrated at the 
feet of France by the armistice of Cherasco, which 
concluded Napoleon^s first campaign ; and that sa*. 
gacious leader had been long desirous that the Di- 
rectory should ruse the royal supplicant (for he could 
be termed little else) into some semblance of regai 
dignity, so as to make his power available as an ally. 
Nay, Grenera} Clarke had, 5th April 1797, subscri- 
bed, with the representative of his Sardinian Majes- 
ty, a treaty offensive and defcfnsive, by which Napo- 
leon expected to add to the army under his coiUmand 
four thousand Sardinian or Fiedmontese infantry, 
and five hundred cavalry ; and he reckoned much 
on this contingent, in case of the war being renewed 
widi Austria. But the Directory shifted and evaded 
his solicitations, and declined confirming this treaty, 
probably because they conndered the army under his 
command as already sufiSciently strong, being, as the 
soldiers were, so devoted to their leader. At length, 
however, the treaty was ratified, but too late to serve 
Buooaparte^s object. 

Naples, whose conduct had been vacillating and 
insincere, as events seemed to promise victory or 
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thre«leii defeat k> the French gettertf^ expmeiicedt 
notwftbfltflfttdiBg^ wbeu he was in the hd^t of tri- 
traiph, the benefit of his pow^iU ipitelcetsioa with 
the goverament, and retioned theibll liclirantage ae^- 
cured to ha* by the treaty of Plans of 10th October 
1706. 

A n^ost important subject of oonsideratbfiF remmn- 
ed after thepaoifieailioiiof Italy^feqpei^g the mode 
in which the new rqfMibHos were td be gO¥eitiied, and 
die extent of territory whieb*ahould be aslugned te 
them. On this aybjeet there hfMl been long i&Mcua- 
sioiis ; ffiad as theie was much aoimofiity imd imcieiit 
grudge betwixt soaae of the Italian <^tieft and j»«u 
winces, it was no very easy matter to conyince th^oofy 
tiiat their true interest lay in as many of them being 
mnted under one ena'getic and actiTe government, 
as should render them a power of aone importance 
instead of beings ^vided as heretofore into petty 
states, which could not ofifereffiictual remtane^even 
to invasion on the pert of a power of the second dass, 
much more if attacked' by France or AualrifU 

The formation of a compact aild independent i^tate 
in die north of Italy, was what Napoleon had BMich 
at heart. But the Cispadane and Transpadaae Re- 
publics were alike averse to a union,, and that of Ro- 
magna had declined on its port a juncdon irith the 
Cispadane commonwealth, and set up for a puny 
and feeble independence, undor the title of the Emtli- 
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an HqMdrfie* Btknuiparte was eimUed to 0?«roome 
these grudgings and heart-burnings, by pointing^out 
to them the General R^Miblic, whidi it was noivr his 
sjBtittn to create as being destined to form the keat^ 
^d of a state, which diould be enlarged from tittie to 
feane as opportunities offered, until it should indude 
all Italy imder one angle govsonment. This flattor« 
iag prospect^ in assigning to Italy, though at aane 
cKstant date, the proixibility of foming ode gicut 
coimtry, united in itsdf, and ind«fiendent of the reel 
(tf Burc^, instead of beii^ as now, paioslled out 
nlP petty states, naturally o^rercame all Qam local 
^blikea and predileotinns whodi might hate praffoiti 
e4 the union of the Cispadane, Transpadaae, and 
]$miliaa Ilq>ublics into one, and that Important nwa« 
sure was resolved upon accordingly. . 
< Tbe Cisalpine Republic was the naiae fixed upon 
tode«gnate the imited ccnnmonwealth.. TheFfench 
would more wil&igly have named ity with riqieet to 
Attis, the Transalpine Bepublie^ but that would 
have been iunovatipg upon the ancient title whndi 
Rome has to> be the central point, with reference 
to which all <^er parts of Italy assume thdr local 
description. It would have destroyed all clasacal 
parc^iety, and have omfused historiod reooUeetions, 
i^ what had hitherto been called the Ultramontane 
side of the Alps, had, to gratify Pariaan vaoityi 
vou III. y- . 
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been termed the Hkher side of the same clitdii of 
moimlMiis. 

The constitution as^ned to the Cistdpine Repub* 
Iic^ was the same wMdi the French Imd last of aU 
adapted, in what they called the year five, having' 
ft Directory of executive admimstrators, and two 
Co«ndLk They were installed upon the 80th of: 
Jun^ 1797. Four members of the Directory werr 
named by Biumaparte, and the addition of a fifth 
was promised with all convenient speed. On the 
14th of July ibllowini^ a review was made of thir^ 
thousand national guards. The fcnrtresses of J^woor* 
hardy, and die other districts, were delivered up to 
ihe local authorities, and the French army, retiring 
from .the territories of the new republic, took up 
cantonments in the Venetian states, Prodaniatioit 
bad already been made, that the states brioaging to 
the Cisalpine Bepublic having been acquired by 
France by the; right of ccmques^ she had used hor 
privi^pe to form ihem into their present free and 
independent govemmient, which, already recognised 
by the EmperOr and the Directory,- could not fail 
to be wtoowledged within a short time by dl the 
other powers <^ Europe. 

Buimaparte soon after showed that he was serious 
in his des^ of enlarging the Cisalpine RepubUe, as 
c^pportunity could be made to serve* lliere are three 
valleys, termed the Valtelme districts, which run 
down from the Swiss mountains towards the Lake 
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df Como; Th^ natives of the ValtelHie are about 
one hundred and sixty thoitsand souls, l^hey speallc 
Italian, and are chiefly of the CdthoIIc ji^ersuasion. 
l^hese valleys were at this period the subjects of thc^ 
Swiss Cantons, called the Orisons, not being a part 
of their league, or enjoying any of their privileges, 
bat stwding towards the Swiss community, general* 
ly and individually, in the rank of vassals to sove-si 
reigns. This rituation of thraldom and dependence 
Was hard to endure, and ^shonourable in itself ^ 
and we cannot be surprised that, when tl^ nations 
Ai:k)tlnd them were called Upon to enjoy tibeity and 
independence, the inhabitants of the Vadtdine should 
have driven ihm Swiss garrisons out of thdr Va!«^ 
leys, adopted the sjrmbol of Italiaif freedom, and 
carried their complaints against the oppression o^ 
their Gkrman and Protestant masters to the feet of 
Buonaparte. 

The inhabitants (^ thfe Vtfltelinc uncjuestionably^ 
had a right to assert thdr natural liberty, which is 
incapable of sufFering prescription^ but it is not 
equally clear how the Freifich could, according to 
the law of nations, claim any title to interfere be- 
tween them and the Grisons, \^ith whom, as wel! as 
with the whole Swiss Union, they were in profound' 
peace. This scruple seems to have struck Buona« 
parte^s own mii^. He pretended, however, to as- 
sume that the Milanese government had a right to 
interfere, and his mediation was so far recognised. 
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that the Grisons pleaded before him in answer ta 
their contumadous vassal^ Buonaparte gave hia 
opinbn, by advising the cantoa oi the Griicmsi 
which QOoMsts of three leagues, to admit tb^ VaU 
. t^line subjects to a share of their franchises, in the; 
character of a fourth assocuaticnu The modenKtioD 
of the proposal maj be admitted to excuse the irze« 
Jpilarity of the interference. . 
. The representatives of the Gbrey League were, not^ 
withstanding, profoundly hurt at a prppoaal wbid^ 
yr&pt to make their vassala tb^ brother, fireefomei^, 
imd to establish tb^ ecjuality of the Italian serf, who. 
drank of the Adda, with the free-bcnm Switzcar, whp' 
quaffed the waters of the Rhine. As they turned 
i| deaf ear to his proposal, deserted his tribunal, and. 
<pdea¥oured to find support at Bern, Paris, Vienna* 
i|nd elsewhere, Napolecm resolved to proceed against 
them in default of appearance ; and declaring, that* 
as the Grisons. had (siiei to appear befove bim, or 
to comply with his injunctions, by admitting the 
people of the Valteline to be parties to their league, 
be therefore adjudged the state, ^r district of the 
Valteline, in time ecmiing, to belong to and be part 
of the Cisalpine Bepublic The Gri^ns in vain 
Immbled themselves when it was too late,, and pvo- 
tested their readiness to plead before a mediator too 
powerful to be declined under any ground known in 
l^w; and the Valteline territory was a^udged ina- 
lienably annexed to, and tmited with Lombardy, of 
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n^kh^ doubtless, it fbrms, from manners snd contU ^ 
guity, a natural portkm. 

The exiftenoe tt a state baring free institutions, 
hbvevef imperfect, seemed to work an almost inl 
Slaat amelioration on the character of the people of 
^e north of Italy. The effeminacy and triffii^ ha- 
Mt^ which resigned all ^e period of youth to in« 
trigue and amusement, began to gire place to firmer 
witA more rnimly Tirtues^-^to the deare of honoura- 
ble minds to distinguirii fhemselres in arts and arms. 
Buonaparte had himself said, that twenty years 
would be necessary to woric a radical change on the 
national charateter of the Italians ; but even already 
Aose seeds were sown, among a people hithertafrU 
volous because excluded from public business, and 
timorous because they were not permitted the use O^ 
arms, wfaidi afterwards made the Italians of the 
north equal die French themselyes in braving the 
terrors of war, besides produdng several civil cha- 
racters of eminence. 

Amid those subordinate discussions, as they might 
be termed, in comparison to the negotiations betwixt 
Austria and France, these two high contracting par- 
ties found great difficulty in agredng as to the paci- 
fic superstructure which they should build^upon tlie 
foundation which had been laid by the preliminaries 
exchanged at Leoben. Nay, it seemed as if some 
t>f the principal stipulations, which had been there 
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Ajpeed upon m the ^sornorf-ttoiMB <^ ih^ Ueaty^ 
were even already beginiiiiig to be unsettled. 

Jt wiU be jrememhered, that» m exehaage for the 
eetsion of Flanders, and of all the eountiiea cm thtf 
left ude of the Rhinej including the strong eily^ 
Mayen^e, which she was to yield up to France ia 
perp^inty^ Austria s^ulated an ind«npificatipii<ia 
ao|ne^other frontier. The ori^nal project bore, that 
the Lpinbardic Bepublic, ance terofted the 4DisaL 
|»ne, should haTe kll the tenritodea extending from 
piedmont to the river Oglib. Those to the eastward 
pf that river were to be ceded to Austria as an equi- 
yaknt /or the cee^on of Belgium, ^md the left bank 
of the JElhine. The Oglio, rismg m the Alps, de* 
foends through the fertile districts c^ Brescia and 
Cremasco, and £slls into the Po near Boi^go-forte^ 
jbdasing Jifantua on its left bank, which ;irtiong£NV 
tress, the dtadel of Italy, was, by this allocatioD, to 
be restored to Austria. There were farther compen* 
sations asugned to the Emperor, by the prdimiiM^ 
.fies of |jeoben. Venice was to be deprived <3i{ h&t 
territories on the mainland, which were to be txmfis- 
cated to augment the indemnity destined for the em- 
pre; and this, althoiigh Venice, as &r as Buona- 
IMurte yet knew, had been faithful to the aeutrality 
ishe had adopted. To redeem this piece of injus* 
lice, another was to be perpetrated. The state ^ 
Venice was to receive the legations of Bologna, Fcr^ 
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.aeiira, and tLamkgoa^ in lieu of the dbBuiiions wbkh 
•jshe was to cede to Aualria ; ai^d time legationtf, it 
jBittst aot be foirgotten^ were the pnncipal materiids 
-of the Cispadane RepuUic^ founded by Buonaparte 
faimoelf* These^ however, with their popiikitkm^ 
cirbidi hcf luid led to hope for a free popular gavaoi^ 
mwJtf he was now about to turn over to the donu- 
laMO of. Venice, the most jeaknu oligarchy in tke 
, wcnrldy whidi was not likely to foi^give those who had 
;beeii£prwaprd in expressing a denre of freedom. This 
;was the first f^neoetion (tf ihe treaty of Leobett, 
i)Nm which It iqppeats. that the negotiators of. the 
two great powers regarded the secondary and weab- 
er suites^ whether anmnt or oi nkoderh e^edSon, 
nerdy aa make-wdghts, to be thrown into ettber 
eosl^ as might be necessary t(^ adjust the Inlanoe. . 
: It b tme, the infant Cispadane Republic escs^icd 
&e &te to which its patron and found^er was aboiit 
la resign it; for, after this arrangement bad been 
{HTOvisionally adjusted, news came of the insuihnefetieki 
of Venice, the attack upon the French throuj^ h^ 
jKbole territory, and the massacre at Verona. TbiiK 
aggression placed the wcient repuUie, so far aa 
Fraooe was ccmcemed, in the ^htof a hostile power» 
and entitled Buonaparte to deal with beir as a em^ 
quered ooe^ perhaps to divide, or idtogetber.to m^ 
nibilate her. But, on the other baiid^ be bad i^ 
caved their submission, ratified the estabfishment of 
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fiber imr pofmlar constilutioiiy and possessed 
self <^ the ckf^ under preUaiceof asngmiiigit « free 
govemmeDt, accordii^ to tkegraend hope wUdi he 
hid held out to Italj at large. * The right of eon* 
.quest was limited by the terms on which surrender 
had been aooepted. Austcui> on the other hand, w«s 
-the mcttie deeply bound to hare prote^ed the ancient 
jspublic, for it was in her cause that Yerace so rasUy 
assumed arms; but sudi is the gnrtttnde cin^tiooB, 
audi tife faith of politicians, tha|^e appeaiv, Ipodi 
.the heginmng, to have had no somple in |mifitii^ 
hy the spdis of an ally^ who had recaved a dealk- 
wwind in her causes 

]^ ihe tiaae the negotiatofs met £or finally dttcusBk 
ing diepcelkninaiies, the Direi^btnyof Fmnee^ other 
tatibwart Buonapftrte^ whose superiority became toe 
rmhie, or because they acUially entertaiirad the £ears 
they exj»essed, were determined that Mantua^ whidi 
had hem taloen with such difficulty, should remaiil 
the bulwark of the Cisalpine Bep^bUe, instead of 
rctumii^ to be once BK»*e ti|at (^ the Austrian ter* 
ritories in Italy. The Imperial plenipotentiaries in* 
sistedf on the other hand, that Mantua was abspu 
lately necessary to the safety (tf their Italian posses, 
rions, and became more so from the peculiar charac- 
ter of their new ndghbour, the Cisalpine RepuUk, 
whose eji^ample was likely to be. so perilous to the 
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Utjaomsiidepe&deBciesefitiiaiKdeBtBioAai^^ T^ 
get dvor this difficulty, tbe FmdqIi general propaaed 
that the Temainmg doDUiiiaQs of Veniee dioiidd be 
also divided betwixt Anstrat and Pranoe, llie latter 
obtaimi^ possetsiira tS. the Albaniui territories mid 
^ibe loniahiabuKb bekn^gto tbe reptiUic^af wfaiiiii 
the high coetoicting powers, signed the death-wMV 
nnt; wUle Istria^ Dahnalia, Veiuce hersdf^ and aU 
tor odito dominimis^ diould be appropriate to.Ai»* 
tm. ^^t latter po#er, through bar nsiaiater^ eoH* 
sented to this arrangement witlr as little sample^ as 
to the form^ a p p rop riadcmof herforkm idly^s pos^ 
iij»8i<His on the Tentt Firma* 
. But as &st as obstacles weieiemoTed on one idde^ 
they appeared to staH: up cm another, cmd a sort ci 
pause ensiled in the ddiherttions, wbilsh neither party 
iieeme to wish to push toaclosew In fitet^both Na^- 
pc^ni plenipotientiary for France, and Coont Ge^ 
bentzel, a man of great diplomatic skill and addrasiv 
f1v> took the principal managemmt on the part df 
Austria, w^e sufficiently aware that tibe French go^ 
yernment, long disunited, was in the act of approai^ 
ing to H crim. This accordingly todc place, under 
circumstances to be hereafter noticed, on 18th Fruci» 
tidor, crea&ig, by a new revolutionary moyemenl, a 
total change df admini^ration. When tha revrin. 
tion was accomi^idied, the Directory, who 
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•{Wished it, ferinig themaeim more stroi^, appeal^ 
kt> Uy aside the idiea of peace, ahd allowed a stroi^ 
itop owtio n to push, their advanti^es to the utmoat. 
' Kionapiffte was op^Mssed to this. He knew that if 
hrar was resumed, the difficulties erf* the faunpaign 
urouM he thrown on him, and the blame also, if tb# 
TCJSuIts were not happy. He was detannned, there^ 
ibrt, in yirtue of his fbU powo^, to bring the matter 
to a conclusion, whether the Dirclctory would or not* 
For this purpose be confronted Cobentiel, who still 
mw his ^one in gaining delay, with the sternness <tf 
tt npKtary envoy. On the l6th October, the confer* 
ences were renewed upon the former grounds, and 
(Cbbentzd went oi^er the whde subject o£ the indem. 
nifications, insds&ig that Mantua, tad the Ime of th^ 
^^dige, should be granted to the Emperor^ threaten- 
•ing to bring down the Russians in case the war should 
•be veaewed, and innnttating that Buonaparte sacri* 
Beed the denre of peace to his military fame, and 
desired a renewal of die war. Napoleon, with stern 
but restnuned indignation, todc from a bracket an 
4Mmamental i»eoe of china, on which Cobentzel set 
iK>me value, as being a present from the Empress 
Catherine. << The truce,** he said, « is then ended, 
nnd war declared. But beware^I will bi^k your 
exojire into as roiany fV«gments as that potsherd."* 
He dashed th^jpiece ofxhina against the hearth, and 

18 
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Tke Atulrisii plentpotentinnes nolongo* he»M«d 
t0 mtbwli lo all NapoleGnf s cbaiapds, mkut ihtak 
again see bim commence Jiis ireaBKaiooB <ttveer of 
UEnmstaUe biraabn. Tbe tceaty of Campo Formio 
tl^refore was ogned ; not the less prompdy,perbap^ 
^bM the affaffa at Paris jq)peaied so doiil)tfisl 41s 16 
imrUe an ambitious and aspiring man lil^ Napoleon 
to approach the scene where Ixmoiirs and power were 
^tribuled, and wbece jarring, faetiims seemed to 
await the influeDoe of a cloracter so dislbguisbed 
aod so determined. ' . 

Thci fate oi Venice, more from her ancient history 
than ittther the value of bei^ ini^tutions, which were 
eiaecttUe, or ibe importance xsi her late es^Mence, 
Mill dwdls somewhat <m the memory. 'The amient 
raptiUic fell *^ as a &xA d^b."* The arisloeraU 
<3iirsad thcsrifi^yness of Austria^ hy whom thej were 
awaUowed up, ihou^ tlwy had perilled themsdve* 
in her cause. The repubhoana hastened to eaeape 
from Austrian dommation^ ^grinding their teeth with 



* Spicgd quel crudo il seno, e*l manto soofse, 
Ed a guem mortal, disse, vi sfido: 
E'l ditse in atto si ferooe ed empio 
Che parve aprir di €Kano ilxliiuso tempio. 

La Gerusalemme Libcratay Canto JI, 
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fitg^fltodetmiDgao^ewdi^cgatiitie policy of difc 
Frendi, who, making a oonvenioiit pretact ttlMt 
bubmtif'hmi ptetcadod to amga them a free consrti* 
lotion) and thai retigaed durai to beeome the Tanak 
'oi a oeqpote gomunent. 

' TheFi«Dch Mcivtayefl^atian^irhofaadpii^ 
^d a femarfcafaiy active port dming Ike ReroItttioQ, 
haaarded a remcmstrance to Buonaparte on ike mow 
nader of Venice to Aottria, instead c^itB beii^ form. 
ediatoaCeee dendera^, or united with the Cisalpine 
RepuUK^ Bu<HiiqMrteka[^iedto8cdrnain»,w^ 
Yie#8 were stiU fixed on diSiising and pr^Migaling 
the principles of Jacxibinism. ^^ I have received yow^ 
letter,^ was the demand Gcmtemptaousr^y, <<sind 
eamiot octeprriiend H. The Republic of Fnmee is 
pot bound I7 any treaty^ to sacrifice its mtera^ and 
adiwitages to die GomB&tee of Pdbfic Safcty m 
Veniei^ortoanyotherdassofhi^viduab. France 
does net make war in behalf and finr the benefit el 
others.* I know it certs nothing for a few chatterii^ 
declaimers^ whom I might better describe as mad- 



* The language of injustice is alike in similar instances. When 
Edward I., in the course of over^running Scotland, was reminded 
of the daims of the caaffidate for the throne, in whose cause he had 
pretended to take arms, he answered in the vetj words of Buona. 
parte,—" Have We nothing else to do but to conquer kingdoms foe 
othor people ?'* 
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mm, tatelk pf a^ um¥€«s|^ reimUic««>I with they 
w^Mild try a winter awp^pL TheVenetiiBtXlqMiUic 
qustanp Umgw^ EfEsmmiey mpnjtfl^, ireadM»OMfi, 
and bypocrUical, the Vaietians are unfit icw Ubarty* 
If she has the sfwrit to ajqiredate^ inr wurage to dfitect 
ity the time ia not ]uifaypur4blf—4el h^ stand up for 
It.'' Thus, wth inauk added to voia&ryj and great 
ccmt^npt thrown by Napole<man tbefinendsof liber* 
ty all oyer the world* the fate of Y^tcewas doeed^ 
The uKiiBt remartalile in^d^ of the final iransfiir 
to the Auiii^riailft was, that the aged Dpge Jlt^mi 
drept down fi^^isdese as hs waa idxmt to take the 
Mthof allegianoe to the Imperial coauaianonaryand 
died dicnrtly aftar« 

Nap(deon Buonaparte had nowftiiidied for thepre* 
sent his career of destiny in Italy, whieh country first 
saw hb rising talents,, and was always a subject of 
peculiar interest to him. He took an affecting leave of 
the soldiers, who could scarce hope ever to see him 
replaced by a general of merits so transcendant, and 
made a moderate and judicious address to the Cisal- 
pine Republic Finally,hedeparted, to return through 
Switzerland to Rastadt, where a congress was sitting 
for the settlement and pacification of the German 
empire, and where he was to act as a plenipotentiary 
on the part of France. 
^ On the journey he was observed to be moody and 
deeply contemplative. The separation from a bun- 
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dred tboilsaiid men whom he might cal) hisr own, and 
the uuoettainty of the future destinies to which he 
might be simimoned, are enough to account for thi:r, 
without supposing, as some hare done, that he already 
had distin^y f<mned any of those projectsof ambition 
wbieb Tmie opened to him. Doubtless, howerer, 
Itti ardent asriiitton showed him remote and unde« 
fined Tinons of greatness. He could not but be sen* 
dUe that he returned to the capital of Fratice in a 
skualbn wfaidi scarce admitted ot any toedkicrity. 
He must adier be raised to a yet more distinguish^ 
ed bright, or adtogelher Imricen down, levelled with 
the «iaii of sobjects, aa4 ebasigned to oorapamtiTe 
obscurity. There was no middle stition for the Con-* 
qoemr and Liberator of Italy. 
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